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DEPLOYEMNT OF U.S. SPECIAL FORCES, BASES VIEWED 


RYUKYU SHIMPO on SOF Unit 
OW230656 Naha RYUKYU SHIMPO in Japanese 23 Mar 84 Morning Edition p 5 


[Editorial: "The Danger of War by Accident -- A Collision of Two Warships and the 
Deployment of a Special Unit"'] 


[Text] Okinawa is in turmoil because of the redeployment of a U.S. Special Operations 
Forces [SOF] unit. Under these circumstances, an incident occurred in the southern 

part of the Sea of Japan -- a U.S. carrier taking part in a U.S.-ROK joint exercise col- 
lided with a Soviet nuclear-powered submarine. People the world over are believed to 
have been horrified at hearing news of this incident, which could have touched off a 
military clash between the United States and the Soviet Union if one of them had launched 
an attack as a result of misapprehension. 


The incident was particularly shocking to the residents of Okinawa because about 8,700 
Marines, various kinds of aircraft -- fighters, patrol planes, early warning and control 
planes, and tankers -- and vessels were massively mobilized from the U.S. base in 
Okinawa to participate in the joint exercise, called "Team Spirit-84," and in this sense, 
Okinawa was related to the incident. Although the incident occurred during an exercise, 
we cannot dismiss it simply as an accident. 


In another development, the Okinawa bases, which are participating in the joint exercise 
in a "massive demonstration of their material strength," have been working to expand 
their facilities at the Torii Communications Station in Yomitan-son and have assigned a 
special unit to this station, thereby touching off strong opposition from local villagers 
and reformist political parties. However, concerning the deployment of the special unit, 
Governor Nishime has only repeated that "it cannot be helped." As a consequence, at the 
prefectural assembly the argument goes round and round and gets nowhere because of the 
conflicting views between the ruling and opposition parties and committee sessions. It 
is really regrettable that prefectural assemblymen, various social organizations, and 
prefectural residents cannot behave better during these turbulent times at home and 
abroad. 


The Useless Assembly Arguing in Circles Is Unpardonable 


Concerning the issue of Torii Communications Station, the opposition movement is now 
conducted only by mainstreamers of Yomitan village and it has failed to expand beyond 
the village scale, except for a few protest actions by reformist parties. At a rally 
of Yomitan villagers on 21 March, village chief Yamauchi said that "the struggle of our 
Yomitan villagers would develop into a campaign of solidarity among all our prefectural 
residents."" However, we feel that a sense of chagrin at his villagers' "solitary 
struggle" was hidden behind these remarks. 


In the face of the governor's statement with regard to the deployment of the special 
unit and the useless assembly roundabout arguing, we cannot but admit that after a 
lapse of some 10 years since Okinawa's reversion, a setback has begun in our handling 
of the bases issue. It has repeatedly been confirmed with unanimity at prefectural 
assembly sessions since Okinawa's reversion that "the bases are the root cause of vari- 
ous evils." This position has been expressed clearly in various resolutions and 
letters, presented to the Japanese and U.S. Governments, as the view of the entire 
prefectural assembly. In other words, it has been the common view of the prefectural 
authorities and the prefectural assembly that the military bases on Okinawa are the 
"root cause of various evils." 


IV. 28 Mar 84 C 


Po 


JAPAN 


However, a change has been occurring in the prefectural assembly's handling of the 
bases issue since the appearance of the conservative prefectural government, which 
takes the position of supporting the security arrangements between Japan and the 
United States. This position, however, is not new. The prefectural chapter of the 
LDP has invariably maintained this position, that is, its support for the security 
arrangements between the two countries. It took this position during the reformist 
government. It did not change this position when the Nishime government emerged. 

In addition, it is still fresh in the memory of prefectural residents that during his 
election campaign, Governor Nishime himself pledged to seek peace and oppose war. 


Therefore, the recent new pattern at the prefectural assembly -- confrontation between 
the ruling and opposition parties over procedural matters and measures to cope with 
important base issues such as the deployment of the special unit and the construction 
of a recreation center on one of the bases -- is quite strange in the eyes of the 
prefectural residents. It is said that the ruling party is now working hard to cope 
with situations created by the governor's recent hawkish remarks. We do not know 

what future measures the ruling party will take in this regard. At any rate, as a 
political party it will have to express its views clearly regarding the special unit 
and other issues. 


It is considered that the difficulty in developing the opposition movement by the 
Yomitan villagers into a prefecture-wide campaign, as was pointed out above, constitutes 
a characteristic feature of the issue of Torii Communications Station. It is true 

that various reformist parties have promptly taken protest actions; however, for the 
time being, there is no sign that their protest actions will develop into a prefecture- 
wide mass movement. It may safely be said that this lack of impetus in the movement 
caused the governor to make the strong remarks and that it was the "major cause" for 

the roundabout argument at the prefectural assembly. 


Look the Okinawa Bases in the Face 


We should realize that the reinforcement of the Okinawa bases, the joint U.S.-ROK 
military exercises, and the collision of the U.S. and Soviet warships are interrelated, 
and serve only to further heighten tension in the Far East. It should be noted that 
the 21 March collision took place in the southern part of the Sea of Japan. The 
incident revealed that the U.S.-ROK joint exercise, supposedly conducted on the terri- 
tory and in the seas of the ROK, has actually expanded its operational theater to the 
area of the Sea of Japan in compliance with the flexible operational strategy of the 
United States. 


The recent incident again displayed the fierce confrontation between U.S. and Soviet 
military power in the Sea of Japan. Responding coolly to the incident, the Defense 
Agency has reportedly said that "the collision took place in the dark, by accident, and 
was caused by a Soviet vessel that was on its way to Vladivostok after carrying out 
surveillance of the U.S.-ROK joint exercises.'' However, similar collision incidents 
involving U.S. and Soviet vessels have repeatedly taken place thus far and we cannot 
dismiss the recent incident as a mere accident. 


The deployment of U.S. military vessels in waters around Japan, including the seas 
around Okinawa, will lead to frequent appearances of Soviet ships for surveillance 
purposes, and vice versa. 
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In view of repeated, fierce shadowing operations by both sides amid tensions between 
the East and West, we can hardly say that a similar collision incident will not 

take place in the future. If we allow confrontation between the two countries in 

the neighborhood of Japan, their military rivalry will further intensify, thereby 
increasing the dangerous possibility that the worst situation will develop as a result 
of a launching of nuclear missiles by either of the two countries under a 
misapprehension. 


In addition, there are moves to deploy the special unit, called a unit of devil, in 
Okinawa and to step up preparations for its attacking operations, using Okinawa as its 
base. In the face of various, complex bases issues, the prefectural residents seem 

to have blunted their sense of opposition to the bases. However, we should not 

relax our attention to the bases. The recent moves indicate a bid to step up the role 
of the Okinawa bases to the levels current at the time of Okinawa's reversion, nay, 
even to the criminal levels obtained during the Vietnam war. Thus, it is necessary 
for all prefectural residents to look the development of the situation in the face. 


OKINAWA TIMES Editorial 
OW2 32222 Naha OKINAWA TIMES in Japanese 23 Mar 84 Morning Edition p 5 
[Editorial: "Reject the Deployment of a Special Forces Unit"'] 


[Text] Yomitan village, which is surrounded by military bases, has been jolted by 

two successive reports: Earlier in March a plan to build recreational facilities in 
Torii Station for the exclusive use by U.S. servicemen came to light; and, more 
recently, a plan to station an Army Special Operations Forces [SOF] there was announced. 


The village has long engaged in strong actions to oppose and block parachute jumping 
drills at the auxiliary airfield located in its center. It is a well-known fact that 
Yomitan village is pressing the government authorities concerned to remove this 
airfield and return the site to its owners as soon as possible so that the village 
can be built into a peaceful, cultured community. The unilateral announcement about 
the planned deployment of a Special Forces unit, which was made in spite of this 
distinctive desire of the whole village, caught the villagers by surprise and enraged 
them. Then years ago a similar unit withdrew from Okinawa. The redeployment plan 
has raised the suspicion that the plan to take away part of the land in Torii 
Station where farming is overlooked and build recreational facilities on it is not 
just a coincidence but a well-though-out plan which has something to do with the 
planned deployment of the Special Forces unit. 


No sooner had the news about the Special Forces deployment been announced than the 
Yomitan authorities organized and action committee comprising various organizations 
to block the plan and launched action against it. The village assembly suspended 
important deliberation on the budget bill and, by unanimous vote, adopted a written 
opinion against the deployment plan. Assembly representatives are now appealing for 
cancellation of the plan to government ministries and agencies concerned, the U.S. 
Embassy, and the U.S. forces authorities. On 21 March, villagers held a protest 
rally on the primary school playground near Torii Station to adopt a resolution 
demanding the cancellation of both plans. The villagers made it clear that they 
would unfold a struggle against the twin plans in order to protect their lives and 
livelihood. It goes without saying that in our present-day democratic society, 
these cries of the local inhabitants and the desire of the Okinawa people as a whole 
should be given more weight and deserve more respect than any other political 
demands. 
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Nevertheless, the national government and the prefectural authorities are showing an 
acquiescent attitude toward the Special Forces unit deployment plan, saying that the 
planned deployment falls within the bounds of the provision on the use of bases offered 
under the security treaty and hence poses no legal problem. In keeping with national 
policy, Governor Ishime, the highest official responsible for prefectural administration, 
does not seem to care a bit about the voices of the Homitan villagers, reformist politi- 
cal parties, and democratic organizations. He has said: "This is not something 
desirable; however, we have no choice but to accept it." He gives the following reasons 
for this acceptance: 1) the unit will move into existing facilities, 2) the unit is 
small, and 3) no base-generated damage will result from drills. 


However, the governor's view and response based on a legal interpretation seriously con- 
flict with his professed policy on prefectural administration. Since his investiture, 
Governor Nishime has reiterated in the prefectural assembly that it is his administra- 
tion's basic policy to press for the reorganization and reduction of vast military bases 
and strive to stabilize the livelihood of the Okinawan people and improve their welfare. 
In other words, his basic goal is to build this prefecture into one that is full of 
vitality, by giving priority to the welfare of its people, not to the security treaty. 
This is a political responsibility he should assume as head of the local government. 


Yet he has readily accepted the redeployment plan of the Special Forces unit, which is 
highly subversive and secretive, disregarding the uneasiness and protests of the local 
villagers, the opposition parties in the prefectural assembly, and civic groups. It 
cannot be helped that this will raise doubts about his political stance. The security 
treaty and the national government are deaf to appeals regarding base-related problems 
-- the wall of obstacles is so thick that it is impervious to the cries of the local 
inhabitants. It is hoped that the governor will join with these people in the efforts 
to tear down this wall. Redeploying a Special Forces unit from the United States to an 
Okinawan base runs counter to the political goal of seeking international peace and 
might mark the first step toward involvement in the dangerous arms expansion strategy. 


ISSUES IN FARM TRADE DISPUTE WITH U.S. DISCUSSED 


Shultz Letter to Abe 
OW281135 Tokyo KYODO in English 1113 GMT 28 Mar 84 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO -- U.S. Secretary of State George Shutlz wants Japanese 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Shinjiro Yamamura to visit the United 
States at an early date to settle the Japan-U.S. farm trade dispute, it was disclosed 
here Wednesday. 


In a message delivered to Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe by U.S. Ambassador Mike 
Mansfield, Shultz expressed his strong hope for an early settlement of the dispute, a 
major cause of bilateral trade friction. 


The United States has been pressing Japan to dramatically expan’ its import quotas for 
high-quality beef and oranges to help reduce the huge U.S. deficit in bilateral trade. 
The two nations held working-level negotiations on the question in Washington last 

week but failed to reach an agreement, darkening the outlook for Yamamura's early 
Washington visit. The Japanese minister had earlier hoped to visit Washington to settle 
the issue before the current bilateral farm trade agreement expires March 3l. 
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In the message, Shultz said that unless the dispute is solved, protectionist sentiment 
may increase in the United States. He said he strongly urges Yamamura's early visit for 
this reason. In response, Abe tol Mansfield that the question can be solved through 
stepped-up efforts on both sides, suggesting that the government is doing its best to 
reach a final agreement with Washington before the expiry of the current farm trade 
accord. Abe expressed hope that the United States would soften its attitude, telling 
Mansfield that a solution is possible through mutual compromise. Shultz also referred to 
other problems pending between the two countries such as permitting foreign concerns to 
engage in the so-called value added network (VAN) communications business in Japan and 
Japanese bills on computer software protection. Abe said the government plans to solve 
all problems pending between the two countries next month, including the VAN business. 


Nakasone Urges Settlement 
OW271307 Tokyo KYODO in English 1251 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] Tokyo, March 27 KYODO -- Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone wants to settle a farm 
trade dispute with the U nited States by the end of this month through maximum possible 
concessions by both sides. This was revealed by Foreign Ministry officials Tuesday after 
the prime minister summoned Vice Foreign Minister Nobuo Matsunaga for consultations on 
the deadlocked talks over Washington's demand for sharply increased quotas for Japan's 
beef and citrus fruit imports. The existing quota agreement on the two products will 
expire at the end of this month. Japan and the U.S. held talks in Washington last week 
in a last-ditch effort to work out new quotas by that deadline, but got nowhere. 


Nakasone instruced Matsunaga to do his utmost to obtain a further concession from 
Washington for the sake of a political settlement, the officials said. 


There is a strong possibility that Washington might draw closer to the Japanese position 
out of consideration for the broader point of view, because it has shown a strong desire 
for an early settlement although it still stands pat on its demand, the officials said. 
Prime Minist2r Nakasone seems afraid that failure to settle the issue before expiration 
of the exist: ng accord would have a serious impact on the Japan-U.S. relations as a 
whole. The government at least wants to obtain a clear-cut prospect for final agreement 
early in April, the officials said. 


Japanese Ambassador Yoshio Okawara is already in contact with Vice President George 
Bush, Secretary of State George Shultz, and Trade Representative William Brock to 

obtain the maximum possible concession based on political considerations, they said. The 
government is afriad that failure to reach settlement could cause the U.S. to take stern 
measures against Japanese goods, such as adopting import surcharges and complaining to 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


Compromise With U.S. Opp sed 
OW280717 Tokyo KYODO in English 0710 GMT 28 Mar 84 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO -- The chief Japanese delegate to last week's farm trade 
talks in Washington came under fire Wednesday from Diet members opposing a compromise 
with the United States. 
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The Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministry's Economic Affairs Bureau chief, Hiroya 
Sano, met a barrage of complaints at a brieiing session for members of the ruling 
Liberal-Democratic Party, most of them from farmland electoral districts. 


The LDP Agriculture and Forestry Committee and the Agricultural Policy Council expressed 
dissatisfaction over Washington's failure to understand what they called Japan's sincere 
response to U.S.-demanded increases in beef and citrus import quotas. They argued that 
Japan must refuse to budge even if it kept both sides from reaching a compromise before 
the current bilateral agreement expires at the end of this month. 


NAKASONE URGES MINISTRY TO EXPAND EUROYEN MARKET 


0W271201 Tokyo KYODO in English 1152 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] Tokyo, March 27 KYODO -- Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone Tuesday instructed the 
Finance Ministry to take bold measures to expand the so-called "Euroyen" market in 
response to U.S. calls for such steps. Nakasone, just back from a four-day visit to 
China, gave the instruction when he summoned Tomomitsu Oba, vice finance minister for 
international affairs, to his official residence to discuss monetary problems such as 
the internationalization of the Japanese yen and opening up of the Japanese capital and 
financial market. 


Based on the instruction, the Finance Ministry will work out a package in this direction 
for presentation to the third meeting of the working party of the Japan-U.S. yen-dollar 
committee to be held in Washington April 16 and 17, Finance Ministry sources said. The 
sources said the package will incorporate such measures as the relaxation of conditions 
and terms for flotation of Euroyen bonds by non-residents, lifting of a ban on extension 
of medium- and long-term Euroyen loans and liberalization of Euroyen-denominated certi- 
ficates of deposit. 


The United States has been calling on Japan to give foreign nations greater access to 

its capital and financial market and to intemationalize the yen to help reduce bilateral 
trade frictions. Washington is especially interested in the expansion of the Euroyen 
market as a measure toenhance the yen's role as a key currency on the international 
monetary market, the sources noted. Japan at present maintains strict controls on foreign 
participation in the capital and financial market. For instance the floation of yen- 
denominated bond issues by non-residents is currently limited to foreign governments and 
international organizations. 


MSDF SPOTS SOVIET CARRIER NEAR TSUSHIMA STRAIT 


OW281101 Tokyo KYODO in English 1054 GMT 28 Mar 84 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO -- The aircraft carrier Minsk of the Soviet Pacific Fleet 
was spotted heading south of the Tsushima Strait Wednesday afternoon, according to the 
Defense Agency. 
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The agency said the 43,000-ton Minsk was accompanied by three warships. It said a 
Maritime Self-Defense [MSDF] destroyer saw the Minsk and the three other ships around 
1330 [0430 GMT] as they cruised southward from the Tsushima Strait separating Japan and 
South Korea. They were moving at a relatively high speed of 18 knots. 


The Minsk was last seen heading southward in October 1982. The latest sightins marked 
the third time the flattop was seen heading south since it was assigned to the Soviet 
Pacific Fleet in June 1979. The Novorossiysk, the latest Soviet aircraft carrier, wzs 
assigned to the Soviet Pacific Fleet in February. 


NAKASONE DISCUSSES PRC TRIP ISSUES IN DIET 


PRC Likely To Attend Olympics 
OW271105 Toxyo KYODO in English 1052 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] Tokyo, March 27 KYODO -- Prime Minister Yaushiro Nakasone said Tuesday that he had 
gained the impression during his just-completed trip to China that that country will send 
its athletes to the Summer Olympics to be held in Seoul in 1988. 


Responding to questions at a Diet (parliament) committee session, the prime minister said 
that his foreign minister, Shintaro Abe, who accompanied him on the trip, asked China to 
take part in the Seoul event. China and South Korea do not have diplomatic relations. 


Nakasone said he did not get a definite answer from China that it would participate in 
the games. But he added he had gained the impression it would. 


PRC Offer on N. Korea Noted 
0W271233 Tokyo KYODO in English 1224 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Tokyo, March 27 KYODO -- Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone said Tuesday that 
Japan may ask China for help in promoting Japan's relations with North Korea in the 
future. 


Nakasone was commenting at a Diet committee session about a "kind" offer by China to act 
as an intermediary between Japan and North Korea, which have no diplomatic relations 
between them. The offer came during Nakasone's visit to China which ended Monday. 


The prime minister said that the Chinese offer could be accepted for promoting relations 
with North Korea in the humanitarian realm "for the time being." 


"Mark the words 'for the time being,'" he said, indicating the possibility that Japan 
may ask China for help in improving relations with Pyongyang in the economic, political 
and other fields outside the "lumanitarian" sphere in the future. 
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U.S. SR-71 RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHT DENOUNCED 


S§K272221 Pyongyang KCNA in English 2213 GHT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Kaesong March 27 (KCNA) -- The U.S. imperialist aggressors who are frantically 
staging the large-scale war exercises codenamed ''Team Spirit 84" in South Korea to aggra- 
vate the situation infiltrated an "SR 71" high-speed, high-altitude reconnaissance plane 
deep into the sky above the territorial waters east of Kosong of our country and let it 
fly to the sky above coastal waters of Sonbong County, North Hamgyong Province, from 
around 10:07 to 10:17 March 27 to commit espionage acts against the northern half of 
Korea. They again sent another "SR 71" into the sky above the territorial waters east 

of Kosong of our country at around 10:22 for the same purpose. 


Through his telephone notice to the enemy side, the senior member of our side to the 
Military Armistice Commission branded such aerial espionage of the U.S. imperialist 
aggressors as a wanton violation of the Armistice Agreement and a criminal act infringing 
upon the sovereignty of our country. Lodging a strong protest with the enemy side 
against the U.S. imperialist aggressors' infiltration of spy planes into the sky above 
our territorial waters, he demanded it to take a responsible step lest such incident 
should occur again. 


ADN Cited 
SK280820 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0813 GMT 28 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA) -- The GDR News Agency ADN on March 23 under the title 
"New U.S. Provocations Against People's Korea" reported that the U.S. imperialist 
aggressors infiltrated an "SR-71" high-speed, high-altitude reconnaissance plane into 
the sky above the territorial waters of the DPRK for espionage purpose. 


Noting that the U.S. spy plane "SR-71" intruded twice into the sky above the territorial 
water of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea on March 23, ADN said: The senior 
member of People's Korea to the Military Armistice Commission lodged a strong protest 
with the enemy side against the United States' repeated infiltration of spy planes and 
demanded it to take responsible steps to prevent the recurrence of similar incidents 

in the future. 


PAPER ATTACKS U.S. ACTIONS IN CENTRAL AMERICA 


SK271041 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1029 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA) -- The U.S. imperialists have massed Armed Forces in 
the areas abutting on border and coastal regions of Nicaragua and deployed aggression 
forces along the Honduran borderline adjoining El Salvador for armed intervention in 
these countries. 


Commenting on this, NODONG SINMUN today says that the U.S. imperialists are trying to 
legalize their aggressive moves against these countries under the pretext of "protection 
of American citizens". Ridiculing this as a foolish aggressive logic, the author of 

the commentary says: The cry for "protection of American citizens" is underlaid with 
the U.S. imperialists’ sinister brigandish intention. It is an invariable wild ambition 
of the U.S. imperialists to dominate and control the world with "strength". ‘Protection 
of American citizens" is what they have invented to find a pretext for this. 
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This logic "put to practical use" by the successive rulers of the United States is 
applied by the Reagan group today, posing a greater danger. Because, this "protection 
of American citizens" is threatening the world beyond the scope of a region or a country. 
In actuality, the U.S. imperialists invaded Grenada under this pretext. The war-like 
bosses of tne United States openly cry that their invasion of Grenada conformed with 

the "foreign policy of the U.S. Administration" and, in the future, it would be their 
"inexorable law" to attack any developing country under the pretext of "protection of 
American citizens." 


Under the cloak of "protection of Ame ican soldiers", the U.S. imperialists have 
increased their Armed Forces in coastal waters of Lebanon and committed barbarous bomb- 
ings and now they are watching for a chance of aggression while rendering the situation 
of Nicaragua more strained. The revolutionary peoples of the world are heightening 

their vigilance against the aggressive moves of the U.S. imperialists which are committed 
under the foolish pretext. 


NODONG SINMUN CLAIMS REAGAN FISCAL POLICY FAILED 


SK261113 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1037 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 26 (KCNA) -- NODONG SINMUN today carries an article titled 
"Dollar Crisis and Bankruptcy of Reagan's Financial Policy." 


Referring to the slump of the U.S. currency in the international foreign exchange 
market, the paper says: The slump of dollar is leading the U.S. financial system to 
a crisis and fanning the depression in the United States. The dollar crisis in the 
United States is an inevitable consequence of the reactionary financial policy of the 
Reagan administration. 


Under the specious cloak of "well-balanced * dget'’ and soon Reagan, during his office, 
has pursued a dollar deflation policy in an attempt to restrict to runaway inflation 
and price jump and achieve dollar stabilization. But, this has ruined the life of the 
working masses and created a big confusion in overall social life and, furthermore, 
resulted in reducing the purchasing power of the dollar. Last year, its purchasing 
power dropped to one-third while the consumer goods price indices more than trebled as 
against 1967 in the United States. The foreign trade gap of the United States last 
year reached dirs 69,400 million. 


In the meantime, owing to the unlimited arms buildup and expansion by the Reagan admin- 
istration, its budgetary deficit has increased more than three times during last three 
years to reach somewhere around $200,000 million. The worsening trade payments and 
widening financial gap have caused a fabulous deficit to the U.S. finance and violently 
shaken its currency financial system. As facts show, the dollar crisis means a total 
bankruptcy of the reactionary financial policy of the Reagan administration. 


NAVY COMMANDER'S VISIT TO PUSAN ATTACKED 


SK272241 Pyongyang KCNA in English 2203 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA) -- The commander of the U.S. Seventh Fleet arrived at 
Pusan port on March 27 aboard the pirate ship "Blue Ridge" when the provocative ''Team 
Spirit 84" joint military exercises are frantically going on, according to a report of 
"Radio No 2" in Seoul. 
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This warmaniac leading more than 3800 men of U.S. imperialist aggression forces will 
reportedly scuttle around Pusan and other areas for four days to whip up a war fever. 

The "Blue Ridge" with combat equipment of all types and even missiles is a pirate ship 
participating in che "Team Spirit 84" war exercises against the northern half of Korea as 
the flag ship of the U.S. Seventh Fleet notorious for its record of aggression, together 
with the large aircraft carrier battle group led by "Kitty Hawk." 


The arrival in South Korea of the warlike commander of the U.S. Seventh Fleet aboard this 
pirate ship shows that the U.S. imperialists are running wilder to aggravate the situa- 
tion of the Korean peninsula and ignite a war against the North in defiance of the 

strong protest and denunciation of the Ko.ean people and the world's peaceloving people. 


2 ee 


SK270818 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0803 GMT 27 Mar 84 
[''Team Spirit 84' War Exercises Getting More Frantic" -- KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA) -- The criminal "Team Spirit 84" joint military exer- 
cises are being staged ever more frantically by the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets in defiance of the unanimous denunciation and protest of the public 
opinion at home and abroad. 


The U.S. imperialists hurled into the current military rehearsal large Armed Forces 
including U.S. ground, naval and air forces from bases in the U.S. mainland, Hawaii and 
Japan, their Marines and aggression forces occupying South Korea and the puppet army, more 
than 207,000 strong all told. They mobilized in this wilitary drill their notorious 7th 
and 25th Divisions and 3rd Marine Division which had committed aggression in the period 

of the last Korean war, the aircraft carrier battle group of their aggression forces led 
by the "Kitty Hawk" and "B-52" nuclear-capable strategic bombers. 


They deployed huge Armed Forces and combat equipment near the Military Demarcation line 
and are frenziedly staging the war exercises in a simulated attack on the northern half 

of the DPRK, They held a large-scale sortie exercise in the central sector of the front 
on March 20 with the mobilization of military planes introduced from their Airforce bases 
in Hawaii and the Philippines and puppet airforce fighter planes. Earlier, they mobi- 
lized the tank unit of the U.S. 25th Division and held a "tank firing demonstration 
exercise'' in a simulated attack on the North in an area only 16 kilometres from the Mili- 
tary Demarcation Line. And on March 24 they staged an "air strike demonstration exercise" 
by a formation of "B-52" bombers above the central western sector of the front. 


On March 20, they held a large-scale landing operation exercise in the coastal area near 
Pohang with the moilisation of nearly 50,000 men, a large landing battle group led by 
the aircraft carrier "Kitty Hawk" and 25 warships of the U.S. Navy including the flag- 
ship "Blue Ridge" of the Seventh Fleet and more than 200 planes, tens of naval vessels 
and planes of the puppet army. 


A river-crossing operation exercise was staged on the southern Han River on March 25 
with the mobilisation of "B-52"' strategic bombers and large forces including sapper and 
chemical units of the U.S. imperialist aggression army and puppet army. 
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The South Korean puppet clique issued an emergency mobilisation order on March 16 

to the "homeland aefense reserve forces" in the Seoul area and immediately hurled 
them into the "Team Spirit 84"' war renearsal and mobilised 800,000 men of the puppet 
army and police, the "homeland defense reserve forces" and "civilian defense corps" 
in the Pusan area on March 22 and 23 for a large-scale war exercise. 


The frenzied "Team Spirit 84" joint military exercises of the U.S. imperialists and 
the South Korean puppet clique ae further heightening the tension in our country. 
All facts prove that the "Team Spirit 84" is a "test war" and "preliminary war" 
against the northern half of the country. 


NODONG SINMUN Assails Lxercise 
SK280938 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 0752 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[NODONG SINMUN 27 Mar commentary: "A Dangerous Game of Playing With Fire Which 
Jeopardizes Peace"] 


[Text] After conducting a large-scale landing operation on 20 March in the around 
Pohang, South Korea, by mobilizing a large number of Armed Forces, the U S. imperial- 
ists, selecting terrain and targets similar to targets in the northern half of our 
republic, are now staging a military operations of a fully offensive nature. 


On 24 March, the U.S. imperialists are the puppet South Korean clique conducted 

a airborne attack demonstration exercise around the central and western front line, 
subjecting the simulated target points to intensive bombing, by »obilizing a large 
number of various aircraft such as B-52 strategic bombers and F-16 fighter bombers, 
which can be equipped with nuclear weapons. At the same time, they committed 
another provocative military racket called a joint operation around the central and 
eastern frontline. 


By shifting the attack operations stage closer to the front line near the Military 
Demarcation Line [MDL], they are openly exposing the criminal nature of their war 
exercise as being aimed at attacking and invading the northern half of the republic. 
This clearly demonstrates that the current joint military exercise is an extremely 
provocative and adventurous game of playing with fire in terms of its scale, 
substance, and character and that it is an operational exercise of all dimensions 
designed to start a new, real war of invasion in Korea. 


On 23 March, the U.S. imperialist aggressors infiltrated an SR-71 spy plane deep into 
the airspace over the territorial waters in the East aud West of our country and on 
25 March the puppet South Korean clique infiltrated a naval ship into the coastal 
waters of our side. These are part of the premeditated maneuvers aimed at further 
straining the situation. 


Because of the frenzied war exercise rackets by the U.S. imperialists and the Chon 
Tu-hwan ring, our country now faces a touch-and-go danger capable of triggering 

a war even by an accidental incident, no matter how small it may be. Facts clearly show 
where the threat of invasion on the Korean peninsula comes from, who is threatening 
peace in Korea, and who is hindering a peaceful solution of the Korean question. 


At a time when all the Korean people and the peace-loving people of the world are 
demanding that the Armistice Agreement be replaced by a peace agreement and that the 
state of military confrontation between the North and the South be eased by 

realizing the tripartite talks we proposed for a peaceful solution of the Korean 
peninsula, a provocative war exercise racket, the largest ever, was staged, running 
counter to this demand, with the mobilization of a vast number of armed forces, 
making the situation acute. 
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This is in iteself a dangerous game of playing with fire that leads the situation to che 
brink of a war and is an intolerable criminal act. 


The U.S. imperialists’ reckless war racket has once again exposed the deceptive nature 
of their slogans about peace and easing tension that they babble as if they were prayers 
and exposed that the U.S. imperialists are the ringleaders of aggression and war and 
that they are the ones who are jeopardizing peace. 


The "Team Spirit-84" war exercise commotion has also proved that the Chon Tu-hwan ring is the 
one and only colonial stooge, serving the U.S. imperialists most faithfully, and that it 
is a group of traitors and nation sellers who are offering their fellow countrymen to 
the aggressors as cannon fodder of war and who unhesitatingly push the land of their 
fatherland into war flames. 


In order to root out the danger of war in Korea and to preserve and consolidate peace 
there, the reckless military exercises, which aggravate the tense situation, should be 
terminated, and we and the U.S. and South Korean authorities should probe means to open 
a peaceful phase for the solution of the matters by sitting together in one place. 


Although the U.S. and the South Korean authorities are leading the situation to a 
dangerous stage by staging a provocative war exercise, our stand to eradicate the danger 
of war, to consolidate peace, and to solve the Korean question in a peaceful way by 
realizing the tripartite talks has not changed a bit. The U.S. and the South Korean 
authorities should cease the dangerous game of playing with fire that jeopardizes peace 
in Korea and Asia and respond to our proposal for tripartite talks. 


COMMENTARY RIDICULES MINISTER YUN'S REMARKS 


SK280831 (Clandestine) Voice of the RPR in Korean to South Korea 0300 GMT 27 Mar 84 
[Station commentary ] 


[Text] On 26 March, at a meeting with Wickham, U.S. Army chief of staff, to discuss the 
military affairs between South Korea and the United States, Defense Minister Yun 
Song-min babbled that he wants to see the "Team Spirit" exercise developed further in 
the future and that he wants the United States to continue military aid to South Korea. 


It is a very ominous move for Defense Minister Yun Song-min, at a time when the criminal 
"Team Spirit-84" war exercise is being earnestly staged to hold a conspiratorial confer- 
ence with Wickham, who had arrived in Seoul to inspect this war exercise, to discuss 
military affairs between South Korea and the United States and make such absured 


remarks.. 


This is an antinational act that exposes the wicked intention to hand South Korea over 
to the United States and to step up preparations for a war of northward invasion. 
Furthermore, such absurd remarks by Yun Song-min at the military conference with Wickham, 
a U.S. warmaniac who had sneaked into this land as a war errand boy at a time when the 
North's proposal for tripartite talks for providing a firm guarantee for peace on the 
Korean peninsula and for promoting the independent and peaceful reunification of the 
fatherland is enjoying great support and sympathy at home and abroad and when public 
opinion at home and abroad is demanding an early realization of this proposal, reveal 
that the Chon Tu-hwan ring seeks not peace on the Korean peninsula and its peaceful 
reunification hut war and permanent division there. 


As we know well, the largest-ever "Team Spirit-84" exercise, which is now being staged 
by the U.S. imperialists and the Chon Tu-hwan ring, is a preliminary war to invade the 
North, a reunification party, and a criminal nuclear test war exercise to drive the 
nation into a nuclear holocaust. 
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This notwithstanding, Yun Song-min babbled about the continuation of the "Team Spirit" 
exercises and more U.S. aid to South Korea in the future. This not only once again 
reveals the beli'cose nature of the Chon Tu-hwan ring, but shows how frantically and wild 
the Chon Tu-hwan ring is running to trigger a war of northward invasion on the Korean 
peninsula. Such absurd remarks by Yun Cong-min are not only a challenge to the people at 
home and abroad who are calling for peace on the Korean peninsv’a and its peaceful reuni- 
fication, who are actively supporting the North's proposal for tripartite talks, and 

who are urging its early realization, but is also an antipopular and antinational act. 


What is more intolerable is Yun Song-min's absurd remarks that praised to the skies the 
U.S. aggressors participation in the criminal "Team Spirit-84" war exercise against the 
North. He curried favor with the U.S. aggressors, expressing his gratitude to Wickham's 
so-called devoted efforts. This is a pitiful and dirty act of those who cannot live even 
for a moment without the patronage and support of their U.S. masters. 


Yun Song-min's absurd remarks that embellished the U.S. aggressors’ "Team Spirit" exer- 
cise, which would impose a nuclear holocaust upon our masses and nation, are ones that 
could only be uttered by vicious, treacherous, and treasonous elements. Our masses will 
not tolerate such criminal acts by the Chon Tu-hwan ring. In a nutshell, Yun Song-min's 
absurd remarks only laid bare the true colors of the bellicose elements and colonial 
stooges who betray the people and the nation. 


Therefore, our masses will not tolerate the crimes of the Chon Tu-hwan ring and will more 
vigorously stage the sacred struggle to drive the U.S. aggressors out of this land, to 
overthrow the military fascist clique, and to achieve the independent and peaceful reuni- 
fication of the country. 


SOVIET PAPERS 'FXPOSE' NATURE OF AID TO SOUTH 


SK280815 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0808 GMT 28 Mar 84 


("Soviet Papers Expose Emergency Financial Aid to South Korean Puppet Clique" -- KCNA 
headline ] 


[Text] Moscow March 27 (KCNA) -- Soviet papers ''SELSKAYA ZHIZN March 24 and IZVESTIYA 
March 23 under the respective titles "Emergency Aid to the Puppet Clique” and ''They 
'Save' the Puppet Clique" said that Japan, the United States and "Common Market" member 
states decided to give emergency financial aid to the South Korean puppet clique. 


The papers noted thai 13 banks of Japan, the United States and "Common Market" member 
states decided to grant an emergency financial aid amounting to 600 million dollars to 
the South Korean puppet clique faced with a bankruptcy. The papers said this "financial 
injection" to the South Korean puppet clique is aimed at strengthening the position of 
the Chon Tu-hwan dictatorial "regime" of South Korea called by the U.S. Administration 
and Japan "anti-communist frontline” in Asia. 


TASS cited on Financial Help 
SK272249 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1502 GMT 27 Mar 84 
[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA) -=- TASS March 23 reported that 13 major banks of Japan, 
the United States and "Common Market" nations decided to grant an emergency financial 


aid to the tune of 600 million dollars to the South Korean puppet clique facing bank- 
ruptcy. 


IV. 28 Mar 84 D7 NORTH KOREA 


In this connection the news agency recalled the words of the Japanese paper 

NIHON KEIZAI SHIMBUN that South Korea is not in a posivion to repay the old loans 
from the western capitalist countries. It said that the foreign debts of South Korea 
surpassed the 40,000 million dollar mark last year. TASS noted that the afore-said 
"financial injection" is to prop up the foothold of the Chon Tu-hwan dictatorial 
"regime" of South Korea which the United States and Japan regard as the "anti- 
communist forward base" in Asia. 


'CHUNGHYOL-84' EXERCISE IN SOUTH DENOUNCED 


SK260432 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0355 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 26 (KCNA) -- NODONG SINMUN today comments on the war exercise 
codenamed "Chunghyol 84" which the Chon Tu-hwan group staged in Pusan on March 22 and 23 
with the mobilisation of 800,000 men of the puppet army and police, the "homeiand 
defence reserve forces" and the "civilian defence corps" under the name of coping with 
someone's "infiltration." 


The signed commentary captioned "Hysteric Din of War-Thirsty Elements" says: This war 
exercise of the puppets was, needless to say, a premeditated move to incite the spirit 
of North-South confrontation among the population and complete the posture of 
mobilisation for a war of northward invasion. In the war game the puppets sought to 
bridge over the crisis of their rule by threatening the students and people who are 
rising up in the anti-U.S., anti-puppet struggle with the advent of spring and binding 
them tighter to the military fascist order. 


The puppets attempt to gain something in intensifying the war moves and fascist 
repression under the pretext of "southward invasion." But this is a foolish intention. 
The South Korean authorities should discard the ridiculous dream and respond to our 
proposal for tripartite talks together with the United States. 


MINDAN PAPER REVEALS 'STRUGGLE' OF INCHON WORKERS 


SK271024 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1016 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA) -- The March 11 issue of MINJOK SIBO, a newspaper 
of Korean residents under the influence of the "ROK Residents Association in Japan" 
("Mindan"), carried "accounts of the arrest of dismissed workers in Inchon area" 
introducing in detail the struggle of workers against the brutal suppression by the 
Chon Tu-hwan puppet clique and entrepreneurs and for the right to existence. 


The accounts exposed the suppression and persecution of workers in Inchon area by 
the fascist clique and entrepreneurs. Noting that "the recent arrest of dismissed 
workers at work site in Inchon area is vivid proof of the organized and brutal 
suppression of the labour movement persistently stepped up by entrepreneurs, the 
'Labour Ministry’ and police in league with each other," the accounts said that 
"the present 'regime' is harshly cracking down upon the democratic labour movement 
by expelling conscious workers with democratic thinking from the work site by the 


despicable means of ‘obliterating the right to existence'". 


The accounts pointed out in detail that the illegally expelled workers | a staunch 
struggle against the persecution and suppression by the puppet clique. 
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According to the accounts, the expelled workers repeatedly lodged a protest with the 
Inchon district office of the puppet labour ministry and swarmed to the office on 
December 15 and 16 last year and staged an all-night sit-down and hunger strike in 
demai 1 of their reinstatement and the removal of the "black list." 


SOUTH JAILS STUDENTS FOR DEMONSTRATIONS 


SK272241 Pyongyang KCNA in English 2207 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA) -- The Chon Tu-hwan military fascist clique held a 
murderous trial at the puppet Seoul District Court and passed a prison term of one 

year and six months respectively upon Chong Chong-sung and Hwang Un-song, students of 
Songgyungwan University, who agitated for an anti-U.S., anti-"Government" demonstration 
at the university on November 9 last year against Reagan's South Korean tour, scatter- 
ing more than 300 copies of printed matter, according to a South Korean paper. 


The puppets also passed a prison term of one year on Chon Ho-son, Kim Po-han and 

Kim Chin-hyon, students of Yonsei University, and Kim Sun-chu and Kim Cha-hyon, 
students of Ewha Women's University, who took the lead in the demonstration, on 
charges of violation of the fascist "law on assembly and demonstration.'' The South 
Korean puppet clique is creating a terror-ridden atmosphere, while bringing patriotic 
students under trial one after another in an attempt to block the anti-U.S., anti- 
puppet struggle of students. 


PRC LEADER SUPPORTS TRIPARTITE TALKS PROPOSAL 


SK281012 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2300 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] According to news reported by the XINHUA NEWS AGENCY, Chinese leaders such as 
Hu Yaobang, general secretary of the CPC Central Committee; Deng Xiaoping, chairman 
of the CPC Central Advisory Commission; Zhao Ziyang, premier of PRC State Council; 
Peng Zhen, chairman of the National People's Congress Standing Committee; and Deng 
Yingchao, chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, met, 

in turn, with Japanese Prime Minister Nakasone who was visiting China. 


At the 23 March meeting between the prime minister's of China and Japan, Premier Zhao 
Ziyang said China supports and welcumes Korea's proposal for tripartite talks. 


The Japanese Prime Minister visited China from 23 till 26 March. 


CONDOLENCES OFFERED OVER DEATH OF GUINEAN LEADER 


Kim Il-song Sends Message 
SK271705 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1636 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA) -- The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and president of 

the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, on March 27 sent a message of condolence to 
Comrade Lansana Beavogui, member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee 

of the Guinean Democratic Party and provisional president of the Guinean Revolutionary 
People's Republic, on the death of Comrade Ahmed Sekou Toure, secretary-general of 

the Guinean Democratic Party and president of the Guinean Revolutionary People's 
Republic. The message of condolence reads: 
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I can hardly repress my bitter grief and sorrow, greatly shocked by the unexpected news 
of the sudden death of Comrade Ahmed Sekou Toure, secretary general of the Guinean 
Democratic Party and president of the Guinean Revolutionary People's Republic and our 
closest triend. At this moment when the Guinean party, state and people have suffered 
a great misfortune, I share sorrow with you and express deepest condolences to the 
Democratic Party and Government of Guinea, the Guinean people and the bereaved family 
of the deceased in behalf of our party, government and people and on my own. 


Comrade Ahmed Sekou Toure was an outstanding leader of the Guinean people and a promi- 
nent political figure of Africa who struggled devotedly from his youth, with a grasp 

on advanced ideas, to achieve national independence and the complete liberation of Africa 
against imperialism, colonialism and racism. Thanks to his indomitable energetic acti- 
vities and correct leadership as supreme chief of the Guinean revolution, the Guinean 
people put an end to the disgraceful colonial rule, won national liberation and freedom 
and achieved the country's prosperity and progress without precedent in Guinean history 
in the building of a socialist new life. 


As a staunch anti-imperialist fighter, Comrade Ahmed Sekou Toure devoted all his life 

to the development and strengthening of the unity and cooperation of the Nonaligned 
Movement and the Third World peoples to suit the trend of the present time toward 
chajusong and to world peace. He was a dependable comrade-in-arms who had been the first 
in Africa to recognize the DPRK as the only legitimate state of the Korean people, con- 
stantly striven to develop and strengthen the state relations and friendly and coopera- 
tive relations between the two countries and rendered invariable, active support to our 
people's struggle for the independent and peaceful reunification of the country. 


The death of Comrade Ahmed Sekou Toure is a great loss not only of the Guinean party, 
state and people but also of the Korean people and the peoples of all countries of the 
world advocating chajusong. Although Comrade President Ahmed Sekou Toure passed away, 
the shining exploits he performed in the protracted arduous struggle for the victory 

of the Guinean revolution, the complete liberation of Africa and the common cause of the 
world people advocating chajusong will remain for ever. 


Central Committee Decision 
SK271815 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1735 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA) -- Follows a joint decision of the Central Committee of 
the Workers' Party of Korea, the Central People's Committee of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea and the Administration Council of the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea on the death of Comrade Ahmed Sekou Toure, secretary-general-of the Guinean 
Democratic Party and president of the Guinean Revolutionary People's Reublic: 


Comrade Ahmed Sekou Toure, secretary-general of the Guinean Democratic Party and presi- 
dent of the Guinean Revolutionary People's Republic, died on March 26, 1984, from heart 
disease. 
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Comrade Ahmed Sekou Toure was an outstanding leader of the Guinean people who led the 
Guinean revolution to victory for a long period from the days when he emerged in the 
political arena in his early years up to this day and devoted his whole life to the 
freedom and liberation of the people. 


He was a close comrade-in-arms of the Korean people who fully supported and encouraged 
them in their just struggle for the independent and peaceful reunification of the 
country and made all efforts to consolidate and develop the militant friendship and 
solidarity between the Korean and Guinean peoples. He was a staunch anti-imperialist 
fighter and prominent political activist of Africa and the Third World who made a 
great contribution to the struggle against imperialism, colonialism and racism and for 
the complete liberaation and unity of Africa, the strengthening and development of 

the Non-aligned Movement and che defence of world peace. 


The death of President Ahmed Sekou Toure is a great loss not only of the Guinean people 
but also of the Korean people and the world's revolutionary people. The Korean people 
are filled with sorrow over the death of President Ahmed Sekou Toure. 


1. For expressing the feelings of deep sorrow over the death of President Ahmed Sekou 
Toure, the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea, the Central People's 
Committee of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the Administration Council 
of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea set the day before and the day of his 
funeral as days of mourning for the whole country. 


2. On the days of mourning for the whole country flags will fly at half-mast at all 
organs, factories, enterprises, schools, residential quarters and rural villages 

of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, songs and dances will be prohibited 
throughout the country and a mourning program be broadcast. 


3. A party and state delegation will be sent to the funeral ceremony of the late 
Comrade President Ahmed Sekou Toure. 


RECEPTION MARKS HUNGARIAN LIBERATION DAY RECEPTION 
SK280407 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0358 GMT 28 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA) -- The Committee for Cultural Relations With Foreign 
Countries arranged a film reception at the Chollima House of Culture on March 27 on the 
occasion of the 39th anniversary of the liberation of Hungary. Invited there were 
Hungarian Ambassador Etre Sandor and his embassy officials and cultural officials of 
foreign embassies in Pyongyang. Vice-Chairman of the Committee for Cultural Relations 
With Foreign Countries Han Ik-su, personages concerned and working people in the city 
were present. The attendants appreciated a Hungarian feature film. 


VRPR QUOTES KIM IL-SONG ON "COLONIAL SUBJUGATION’ 


SK270838 (Clandestine) Voice of the RPR in Korea to South Korea 1000 GMT 17 Mar 84 
[Regular program "Revolutionary Maxims," interspersed with music] 


[Text] This is the hour of revolutionary maxims to convey the noble sayings of the 
great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, the master of ideology and theory and the genius 
of creation and construction. In this hour, we will convey the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il-song's sayings on the U.S. imperialists’ policy of colonial subjugation. 


[V. 28 Mar 84 Dili NORTH KOREA 


[The U.S. imperialists supported the Japanese imperialists' occupation of Korea and 
their colonial rule before the liberation, and have occupied South Korea as a new 
colonial ruler in place of the Japanese imperialists since the liberation. 


From the beginning of their occupation of South Korea in place of the Japanese 
imperialists following the liberation, the U.S. imperialists have carried on the policy 
of national division and colonial subjugation. The U.S. imperialists' rule of South 
<orea is, in essence, not different at all from that of the Japanese imperialists' 

in the past. The only difference, if any, is that the Japanese imperialists governed 
vith a governor-general in Korea while the U.S. imperialists use the puppet regime as 

a stooge and employ a more cunning neocolonial method to rule South Korea. 


The South Korean regime is a puppet regime fabricated by the U.S. imperialists’ guns 
and swords. Thus, it is nothing more than a tool to faithfully implement the direction 
of the U.S. masters. By utilizing such a puppet regime and using the so-called aid as 
a decoy, the U.S. imperialists have gripped political, economic, cultural, military 

and all other fields of South Korea in their hands. | 


The U.S. imperialists depend on landlords, submissive capitalists, and reactionary 
bureaucrats to maintain their colonial rule of South Korea, and these people have 
become guides and faithful companions of the U.S. imperialists’ aggression. The U.S. 
imperialists have completely gripped the major elements of the South Korean economy 
and are using them for their policies of military aggression and colonial plundering. 
Cultural infiltration is one of the major tricks the imperialists use to implement 
their neocolonial policy, and, thus, has become a guideline for their overseas 
aggression. The ideological and cultural infiltration of South Korea by the U.S. 
imperialists and the Japanese militarists is one of the clear examples. 


We now conclude the hour of revolutionary maxims to convey the noble sayings of the 
great leader Comrade Kim I1l-song. 


Kim Chong-il Maxims Aired 
SK270743 (Clandestine) Voice of the RPR in Korean to South Korea 1000 GMT 21 Mar 84 
[Regular program "Revolutionary Maxims," interspersed with music] 


[Text] This is the hour of revolutionary maxims to convey the noble sayings of the 
dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il, master of ideology and theory and genius of creation 
and construction. In this hour we will convey the dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il's 
sayings on the revolutionary views on the leader [suryong]. 


Dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il noted: The revolutionary views on the leader are 
the most correct viewpoint and outlook on the position and role that ¢t! ader 
enjoys and plays in the revolutionary struggle of the working class, attitude 
and stand of truly holding the leader in high esteem. 


The leader is a (?supreme being in the revolutionary development) and is the center 
of unity and cohesion. The leader plays a decisive role in the development of history 
and in the revolutionary struggle of the working class. 


It is impossible to talk about the role of the leader without thinking of the role of 
the people in the revolutionary struggle, just as it is impossible to think about the 
role of the people without the leadership of the leader. 
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The question of the leader's role must not be limited to the general discussion of his 
role at home in history and the role of the leader must not be ignored, in the interest 
of recognizing the role of the people. We must maintain a boundlessly pure and warm 
loyalty with which we hold the leader in high, deep esteem in our hearts and devote 
ourselves to the leader under all circumstances. 


The communists struggling to defend and achieve the revolutionary cause of the working 
class consider it their revolutionary duty to truly hold the leader in high esteem and 
to be loyal to him (?with a single mind). Pretending to uphold the leader and to be 
loyal to the revolutionary cause, while dreaming another way and playing behind the 
scenes, reveals the cowardly nature of those who hold wicked ambitions and conspire. 
And this concludes the hour of revolutionary maxims to convey the (?noble sayings) of 
the dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il. 


More Maxims Broadcast 
SK270858 (Clandestine) Voice of the RPR in Korean to South Korea 1000 GMT 24 Mar 84 
[Regular program ''Revolutionary Maxims," interspersed with music] 


[Text] This is the hour of revolutionary maxims to convey the noble sayings of the 

dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il, the master of ideology and theory and the genius of 
creation and construction. In this hour, we will convey the leader Comrade Kim Chong-il's 
sayings on the demands of the revolutionary views on the leader. 


The dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il noted: The revolutionary views on the leader 
demand that we cherish the boundless loyalty to the leader as our revolutionary faith 
and obligation. 


Loyalty can become most true and pure without any circumstances of wavering and incon- 
stancy only when it is based on revolutionary faith and obligation. 


Loyalty can become true without hypocrisy and inconstancy only when it comes from faith. 
Loyalty can become true and firm only when it is cherished as a revolutionary obligation. 


Having the correct stand and attitude of holding the leader in high esteem is an 
important requirement for the revolutionary views on the leader. The revolutionary 
views on the leader should find expression in safeguarding and defending, by all means, 
the lofty dignity and prestige of the leader and in unconditionally embodying the re- 
volutionary ideology of the leader, taking it as firm faith. 


The loyalty to the leader should be invariably inherited in holding, in high esteem, 
the successor who will carry out the leader's cause generation after generation. The 
loyalty that is inherited generation after generation is precisely the true loyalty 
to the leader. 


SO YUN-SOK ATTENDS MEETING ON TREE PLANTING 


SK241201 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1013 GMT 24 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 24 (KCNA) -- Youth, students and children in Pyongyang held a 
meeting to wage a powerful tree-planting movement on March 23 on Mt. Chang associated 
with glorious records of the dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il. The meeting was attended 
by Comrade So Yun-sok, member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of 

the Workers' Party of Korea and chief secretary of the Pyongyang Municipal Party Commit- 
tee, and Yi Yong-su, chairman of the Central Committee of the League of Socialist 
Working Youth of Korea, Pak Im-tae, chairman of the Commission of Land and City Admin- 
istration, and personages concerned. 
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The reporter and speakers at the meeting recalled that the dear leader Comrade Kim 
Chong-il in March 1957, while guiding tree-planting on Mt. Chang which had been 
denuded in the war, taught the need to build the capital of Pyongyang more beautifully 
and clearly indicated ways of launching mass movement of planting trees. they called 
for undertaking powerful spring tree-planting through a mass movement, upholding 

the far-reaching plan of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song and the intention of 

the dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il so as to make all mountains overgrow with 

"Youth League forests", "Children's Union forests", forests of oil-bearing trees, 
forests for economic use and forests for scenic beauty and to create 2 million more 
hectares of forests in the near future. 


A resolution was adopted at the meeting. At the end of the meeting, the participants 
planted trees of various species on the revolutionary site. 


SHOE FACTORY PRODUCTION INCREASE DETAILED 


SK271018 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1013 GMT 27 Mar 84 
["Many Shoes Produced" -- KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA) -- The shoemaking factories in all parts of Korea 
have these days increased their production 25 percent as against the same period of 
last month. 


Notably the Pyongyang vinyl chloride shoe factory is boosting production 28 percent 
above the like period of last month. Production per employee has grown 1.5 times at 
the shoemaking shop No 2 producing high heeled shoes. The Hamhung vinyl chloride 
shoe factory raised its production 49 percent above the corresponding period of 

last month. Entering this month, the factory fulfilled more than 50 percent of the 
monthly assignments in the first ten days. 


Vigorous endeavours for increased production are going on at the Sunchon shoemaking 
factory which increased production 47 percent this month as against the like period 
of last month. The Pyongyang and the Sinuiju shoemaking factories which have over- 
fulfilled their monthly plans this year on all indices are producing large quantities 
of high quality shoes of different sizes and forms by actively introducing a new 
method of work. Daily plans are overfulfilled at the Sariwon, Haeju and Kaesong 
shoemaking factories. 


APATITE MINES ACROSS COUNTRY EFFECT INNOVATIONS 


SK271550 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1520 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA) -- The miners of the apatite mines in all parts of 
Korea are effecting innovations in ore production for a sufficient supply of raw 
material of phosphatic fertiliser for the socialist countryside. 


After beating the first monthly target of this year, they boosted the output of 
phosphatic concentrates 62 percent in February above that in the corresponding month 
of last year, The output of phosphatic concentrates at the Chungsan mine, South 
Pyongan Province, in the first half of March was 8.4 percent above that in the like 
period of the previous month. In February it overfulfilled its assignments on all 
indices. 
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The mine fulfils its daily quotas of tunnelling and pit construction at 107-130 percent, 
thereby actively helping increase ore output. 


The daily output of phosphatic concentrates at the Yongyu mine in South Pyongan Province 
these days has jumped 30 percent above that in the same period last year. Now it is 
effecting joint innovations in all processes including tunnelling, excavating and dress- 
ing. The Taedaeri mine in Nampo has lifted the output of phosphatic concentrates 40 
percent above the corresponding period of last month. 


Furious flames of innovations are sweeping the Naehori mine in South Hwanghae Province. 
The Pungnyon mine in North Pyongan Province and the Sinpung apatite mine in Kangwon 
Province. 


The apatite mines throughout the country are markedly raising the production of phosphati 
concentrates in March with the determination to hit the first quarter year target ahead 
of schedule. 


INNOVATIONS IN TIMBER PRODUCTION DESCRIBED 


SK260815 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0801 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 26 (KCNA) -- The forestry stations and mine timber production 
stations in different parts of Korea are making continuous innovations in production in 
the spirit with which they fulfilled the first quarter year assignments at 100.4 percent 
as of March 12. These days the forestry stations and mine timber production stations 

in south Hamgyotig Province are producing 425 more cubic metres of pit props than their 
daily assignmeuts. The daily quotas are surpassed by far in North Hamgyong Province, 
too. 


The Hoechang mine timber production station in south Pyongan Province is carrying out 
every day 4.5-5 percent of the monthly pit prop production plan by rationally using 
rolling stock. Every day in the last week, it fulfilled the daily plans 1.4-1.5 times 
in the intermediary and final transport of timber. 


Besides, the Yangdok and Tongchang mine timber production stations and many other 
stations are daily carrying out 3.5-5 percent of their monthly plans through proper 
equipment .and technical management. The forestry stations and mine timber production 
stations throughout the country are now making vigorous endeavors with a determination 
to fulfil the first quarter year assignments at 125 percent by the end of this month. 
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MINISTER COMMENTS ON PRC-JAPAN TALKS, REUNIONS 


SK280104 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 28 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] Minister of Foreign Affairs Yi Won-kyong said yesterday that Chinese Prime Minis- 
ter Zhao Ziyang has put the Republic of Korea in the list of places for reunion of long- 
displaced korean family members in Korea and China. 


Briefing senior officials of the ruling Democratic Justice Party on the rece .t talks be- 
tween Japanese and Chinese leaders, Yi said Zhao told Japanese Premier Yasuhiro Nakasone 
that the family reunion places may be China, Japan or (South) Korea. Earlier, there was 
clearly no mention of South Korea as a meeting place for the separated Korean relatives. 


Minister Yi, according to DJP spokesman Kim Yong-tae, said that the government will get 
a clearer picture of the results of Chinese-Japanese leaders' talks when Japanese Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Tcshiro Nakajima comes to Korea tomorrow. Nakajima accon- 
panied Nakasone to his tour to China. 


The government will study necessary steps to help separated families get reunited after 
receiving a briefing from the Japanese official, Yi said. 


NAKASONE'S PRC TRIP, ISSUES DISCUSSED REVIEWED 


SK280050 Seoui THE KOREA HERALD in English 28 Mar 84 p 4 
[Editorial: ''Nakasone's China Visit" 


Text] The four-day state visit by Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone to China 
concluded with a new start of economic cooperation between Japan and China based on 
mutually beneficial interests. The cooperation was symbolized by the establishment 
of the official Friendship Committee for the 2lst century and the agreement by Japan to 
provide an unprecedentedly large $2.1 billion loan for China's seven major industrial 
projects which compose an important part of its modernization plan. 


The interests of the two Asian powers are expected to continue into the next century and 
bring about new aspects in East Asian politics. 


Both sides fully recognized that their interests through the cooperation can be secured 
only if peace and stability are kept on the Korean peninaula. In this context, it was 
very natural that the issue of the Korean peninsula became critical issue in their talks 
and they agreed to exert best efforts to keep peace on the Korean peninsula. Their 
emphasis on the creation of an: environment conductive to reducing tension and preventing 
renewed conflict between North and South Korea will be looked to be more than diplomatic 
lip service and wishful thinking. 


Steps for such purpose may have already been taken. Nakasone suggested that the Chinese 
Government allow reciprocal visits of Korean families who reside separately in China and 
in South Korea. Beijing accepted this suggestion, evidently showing Chinese willingness 
to expand its contacts with South Korea. China even offered to act as an intermediary 
for Japan to expand its relationship with North Korea. Nakasone's response to the pro- 
posal was reserved. 
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In their talks concerning the Korea issue, both sides were cautious so as not to deviate 
from their respective positions that Japan sides with Seoul while Chinx sides with 
Pyongyang as illustrated in their disagreement on the issue of dialogue between South ark 
North Korea. 


Desxite Nakasone's such reservation on the Chinese offer to be an intermediary and such 
disagreement between them on the issue of Korean dialogue, the main gist of their talks 
can be interpreted as Japan and China are interested in purusing the expansion of con- 
tacts with both parts of Korea. Japan and China may eventually take part in "cross 
recognition" of two Koreas by major powers. 


The move by Japanese and Chinese leaders regarding Korea are a major breakthrough in set- 
ting what maybe considered a new direction in policy for the powers in the region. It 
is also important to note that this development comes prior to U.S. President Reagan's 
visit to China next month. 


We welcome the efforts toward creating a favorable environment for reducing tension on 
the region, but we must be aware of the response of the Soviet Union who may feel its 
sphere of influence is being challenged by the Sino-Japan cooperation and hence step 

up its military strength in the Far East by increasing the number of SS-20's based in 
Asia. Furthermore, to discourage closer Sino-Japan ties, they may attempt to exert 
leverage on North Korea in order to urge China to take second thoughts on its relation- 
ship with Japan and stem further rapprochement with the Republic. 


North Korea may also attempt to take advantage of the increased tension between China 
and the Soviet Union and use the opportunity to increase its belligerent attitude toward 
the South and launch a vociferous propaganda offensieve as well as acts of provocation 
and sabotage. 


Although these scenarios are described out loud, and the possibility of their occurrence 
is uncertain, they point to one thing. The problem of Korean unification must be re- 
solved by Korea alone, through direct dialogue between South and North. Though condition 
may be improved from negotations among the regional powers, the resolution in the end 
must be Korean. 


Nevertheless, any developments in easing tension in the region and on the Korean penin- 
sula are encouraged and welcomed. 


DKP, JAPAN'S DSP END TALKS; ISSUE STATEMENT 


SK2 31300 Seoul YONHAP In English 1241 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP) -- Two major opposition parties of Korea and Japan 
agreed Friday that the reduction of tensions in the Korean peninsula and its peaceful 
unification were vital tothe:peace and stability in Northeast Asia and the peace of 

the world. In an eight-point joint statement issued at the end of their third regular 
annual meeting here, the Democratic Korea Party (DKP) and the Democratic Socialist Party 
(DSP) of Japan also agreed to promote mutual visit of lawmakers and other exchanges. The 
DSP expressed its understanding and approval of South Korea's formula for the unificatic 
of the divided Korean peninsula through direct talks between South and North Korea. 
Meanwhile, DSP Vice Chairman Masao Nakamura, who led the 10-member DSP delegation to the 
meeting, said Japan should help create an international climate favoring the realizatior 
of direct inter-Korean dialogue and thus check Pyongyang's adventurous attempts in solvit 
Korean problems. The Korean delegation was heded by DKP President Yu Chi-song. 
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At a news conference held at the close of the regular meeting, Nakamura said Japan's 
economic assistance to South Korea will help deter North Korea's adventurism. Concern- 
ing the U.S. and Japan proposed formulas for the settlement of Korean issues, Nakamura 


said he understood that the two countries advanced the proposals in anticipation of 
creating a circumstance leading to direct inter-Korean dialogue. He added that Japan 
is studying what action the two Koreas should take to solve the problems. 


The United States has proposed four-way talks involving the United States, China and 
South and North Korea on the unification of the peninsula while Japan wants a six-party 


meeting which adds Japan and the Soviet Union to the four countries. 


COMPANIES ASKED TO COOPERATE IN OVERSEAS MARKETS 


SK271219 Seoul YONHAP in English 1203 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Seoul, March 27 (YONHAP) -- South Korean President Chon Tu-hwan Tuesday called 
on the nation's enterprises not to compete on overseas markets but to exchange and 
disseminate mutually beneficial information. Pointing to the ever rising trade barriers 
in world economy, Chon said Korean enterprises have no extra energy to fight each other. 
Any such energy, Chon emphasized, should be used competing with foreign enterprises. 


He made the remarks in a meeting with the nation's 24 leading businessmen at the presi- 
dential residence Chongwadae. Those who were invited to the 70-minute peptalks included 
Chong Chu-yong, chairman of the Hyundai Business Group; Chairman Yi Pyong-chol of 
Samsung Business Group; and Lucky-Gold Star Group Chairman Ku Cha-kyong. 


Chon said the time when low prices dominated the foreign markets has passed. Now is the 
time to sell expensive and quality goods, he emphasized. Chon added that the nation and 
the people can be better off if all the nation's businesses rather than just one are doing 
well. 


MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN SECURITY CHECK PROTESTED 


SK232359 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 24 Mar 84 p 4 
[From the column "Out and About"'] 


[Text] Rep. YimChong-ki, floor leader of the opposition Democratic Korea Party (DKP), 
lodged a protest with National Police Director Yi Hae-ku over the current crackdown of 
hooligans by task forces organized by police and soldiers. 


"Soldiers should not be mobilized for such a campaign," Yimtold the police director 
over the telephone. Alleging that the job should be handled by the police alone, Yim 
said: "If the situation is not corrected, our party will make it an issue at the 
National Assembly Home Affairs Committee." 


The police director was quoted as replying that such a joint police-military drive was 
common in the past, and explained that soldiers are checking only fellow soldiers. He 
promised that he will see to it that soldiers will not bother civilians. 
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COMMENTARY TIES SOVIET TROOPS TO PRC ENCROACHMENTS 


OW231217 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 1443 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[From 22 March press review] 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 22 Mar (MONTSAME) -- An unattributed commentary in today's UNEN 
in connection with the unlawful demand made by the Chinese side for the withdrawal of 
Soviet troop units from MPR territory emphasizes that the presence of Soviet troop units 
in the MPR is related to the repeated attempts of the Chinese authorities to encroach or 
the sovereignty of Mongolia. 


UNEN Cites Chinese View 
OW241800 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 1715 GMT 24 Mar 84 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, March 24 (MONTSAME) -- At the Soviet-Chinese negotiations the 
Chinese side puts forward a number of unlawful demands as preconditions for the normali- 
zation of bilateral relations. Among them is the demand to withdraw the Soviet militar 
units from the territory of the Mongolian People's Republic, writes the Mongolian 
national daily UNEN, 


The introduction of the Soviet units into the MPR was prompted by the policy of the 
Chinese authorities in regard to our country. Since the mid 60's, especially with the 
start of the Cultural Revolution in China, the ruling quarters of the PRC have been 
repeatedly stating their intention to join Mongolia to the PRC, substantiating their 
words by deeds. They openly launched military preparations and provocations against 
the MPR and her ally -- the USSR, concentrated enormous numbers of Chinese troops and 
military hardware along the Mongolian-Chinese and Soviet-Chinese borders, etc. 


In the face of that real threat the MPR Government had to take measures so as to ensure 
the security of the country. To this end and at the request of the Government of the 
MPR Soviet military units were brought into Mongolia to safeguard, together with the 
Mongolian People's Army (MPA), the state independence and territorial integrity of the 
MPR, 


Till this day the Chinese leaders have not yet officially renounced the Maoist policy 
toward Mongolia, which, as is known, envisages Mongolia's annexation by China. This 
very policy is being carried out nowadays in a more subtle and sophisticated way, the 
UNEN notes. Though the Beijing official circles have stopped of late to openly declare 
in the mass media their plans about Mongolia, there still are articles and books pub- 
lished by Chinese authors and historians, who distort and falsify Mongolia's history an 
statehood. These productions contain deceptive ideas as if Mongolia's territory is a 
part of the Chinese and the Mongolians are a national minority of China and so on and 
so forth. 


In such a light Beijing's desire to have the Soviet units pulled out of Mongolia 
apparently runs counter to the interests of our country. The presence of these units 
in the MPR is a matter of the competence of the MPR and the USSR only and not of any 
third party. 


As for the question of Mongolian-Chinese relations, the MPR, guided by a sincere wish 
to restore the relations of goodneighbourliness and co-operation with her southern 
neighbour, has been time and again addressing the PRC with concrete proposals to clear 
up bilateral relations and contribute to the consolidation of Asian security. 
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Unfortunately, the Chinese side has not yet thought it worthwhile to respond even to the 
MPR proposal to draft and conclude a convention on mutual non-aggression and non-use of 
force in relations among the states of Asia and the Pacific. The Mongolian public 
expresses the hope that the current Soviet-Chinese political consultations in Moscow 
will promote the normalization of the Soviet-Chinese relations in the interests of 
peace and security in Asia and the world over, the Mongolian national daily UNEN under- 
scores. 


PRC Policy Reviewed 
OW161758 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 1718 GMT 16 Mar 84 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, March 16 (MONTSAME) -- The Mongolian national daily UNEN carries an 
article on the foreign policy pursued by the official Beijing. The article reads: 


They say inBeijing that China wages a struggle against the two superpowers, meaning the 
USSR and the USA. It stands to reason that these two countries, one of which is involved 
in many armed operations around the world and the other is consistently working for 

peace and has renounced the first use of nuclear weapons, cannot be placed on the same 
plane. But Beijing ignores the facts and by preaching the equidistance policy makes it 
quite plain that the PRC is against the Soviet Union. 


As is known, thanks to the efforts of the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries 
a milicary-strategic parity has been established in the world. But the U.S. and its 
NATO allies are trying to tip it in their favour. They are whipping up the arms race 
and are even deploying medium-range nuclear missiles in some Western European countries, 
thus threatening peace in that continent and the world over. And Beijingis keeping com- 
pany with chem, 


Today's extremely aggravated international situation is the result of the U.S. military 
build-up and its arch-reactionary crusade against socialism and the national-libera- 
tion movement. And in these conditions Beijing, turming a blind eye on all 
military-strategic aspects of the U.S. and NATO policy, claims that the Soviet Union 

is worsening the situation. Here we should mention how Peking's own line is being 
assessed around the world. 


Thus, the foreign press qualifies the recent visit of the Chinese Premier Zhao Ziyang 
to the U.S. and his talks with the U.S. President as a new rapprochement of Beijing and 
Washington. Commenting on Chinese Chairman Li Xiaunian's voyage to Pakistan, Turkey, 
Jordan and Nepal, it writes that Beijing has not given up its ambition to guide the 
developing countries. So, it is obvious that the Beijing leadership is acting hand in 
glove with the Washington rulers. 


As is known the Soviet-Chinese political consultations are being held so as to promote 
the normalization of the relations between the two countries. The Mongolian people 
have always believed that a better understanding between the Soviet Union and the PRC 
would facilitate the strengthening of peace and security in the given region, in Asia 
and the world on the whole. This is also what the Soviet party and state leader 
Konstantin Chernenko said at the meeting with the voters. He noted that the normaliza- 
tion of the relations with the PRC could surely promote the prestige of socialism. We 
are principled upholders of such normalization. The political consultations show, 
however, that there still are controversies on a number of principal issues. In par- 
ticular, we cannot come to agreements that would cause detriment to the interests of 
third countries, Konstantin Chernenko pointed out. 
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So, this is again Beijingthat is driving a hard bargain and puts forward various 
preconditions at the consultations. It demands a withdrawal of the Soviet units 
stationed temporarily in our country's territory. This is a matter within the 
internal competence and the sovereign rights of the Mongolian People's Republic. 

The Soviet units are in Mongolia at the request of her government and in line with 
the Mongolian-Soviet treaty on friendship, co-operation and mutual assistance. 
Whether they are pulled out or not is to be decided by the Mongolian and the Soviet 
authorities only. Beijing's assertionthat the presence of the abovementioned units 
is threatening China's security is absolutely unsubstantiated because Beijing itself 
knows very well why they were ever introduced into Mongolia. 


As for Mongolian-Chinese relations, our country, proceeding from her principled and 
peaceloving policy, has always been for the restoration and development of good- 
neighbourliness and co-operation with the PRC on the basis of mutual respect for 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, equality, non-use of force and non-inter- 
ference into each others internal affairs. The normalization of the bilateral 
relations depends not on the Mongolian People's Republic but on China's approach 

to this question and on the foreign policy of the present Beijing leadership, con- 
cludes the article in the Mongolian national daily UNEN. 
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KYAW HTIN ADDRESSES ARMED FORCES DAY PARADE 


BK271530 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 0112 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Speech by Defense Chief of Scaff General Thura Kyaw Htin ac 39th Armed Forces Day 
parade in Resistance Park in Rangoon -- live] 


[Text] Comrades: Today is Armed Forces Day, which honors and marks the outstanding and 
brilliant resistance against the fascists in the history of struggle for Burma's inde- 
pendence. We achieved victory against the fascists 39 years ago because our armed 
forces and the people, firm and united, waged the struggle in a resistance movement. 
Hence, Armed Forces Day has special significance for both the country and our armed 
forces. It is a day of special political significance. 


On this special and noble day, I wish to explain the need to continue maintaining and 
promoting the glorious, pristine, and historic traditions of our armed forces and about 
the future tasks. 


Comrades, che first point I would like to explain is on carrying out state defense and 
security tasks with the strength of people's unity in accordance with the noble tradi- 
tions of the People's Armed Forces. Our Armed Forces were born out of political aware- 
ness for the anti-imperialist and national liberation struggle. Born out of this cor- 
rect base, the historical tradition of our Armed Forces continues to shine in the 
political history of Burma. In the history of our Armed Forces, patriotic members of 
the armed forces, together with the people, resisted imperialism and fascism and relent- 
lessly and bravely waged a struggle for the country's independence. After independence, 
the armed forces stood before the people in crushing the dangers facing the state to 
preserve the union and to perpetuate the country's independence and sovereignty. 


Presently, the Armed Forces under the leadership of the Burma Socialist Program Party 
[BSPP] are striving relentlessly for the perpetuation of the state and for constructing 
a prosperous socialist society. Our Armed Forces were born out of the tradition of 
sacrificing our lives while waging a struggle in the interests of the country and 
people. 


Speaking at the 1969 conference of military commanders, the father of our armed forces, 
BSPP Chairman U Ne Win, said our armed forces were not born out of self-interest. They 
were born for the country. He inscructed our Armed Forces, which were born during the 
course of the struggle for the country's independence, to strive to maintain this 
spirit, not only for ourselves, but also for future generations. It is our duty to 
give guidance to maintain the spirit that the Armed Forces is for the country. In 
accordance with this instruction, our Armed Forces are carrying out defense duties with 
the people's interest in mind. We are also passing on and promoting the noble tradi- 
tions of our armed forces. 


Furthermore, our Armed Forces with their mature experience serve as a backbone for 
socialist construction casks. Our Armed Forces, which are an integral part of the 
people, must secure the strength of the unity of the people in carrying out our defense 
and security tasks in accordance with our noble traditions. 


Our Armed Forces achieved many victories during the course of struggle for independence 
because they were with the masses and were able to relate to the strength of the unity 
of the people. In maintaining the country's independence, we were able to keep the 
country's sovereignty intact by working with the masses. The strength of the unity of 
the people is essential for socialist construction tasks and is a major requisite for 
the country's defense. Hence, we must strive to further strengthen the unity of the 
people in body, soul, and words wherever we are. 


PO 
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As members of our Armed Forces who are offspring of the people, they must have a good 
relationship with the people. Members of our Armed Forces doing their military duty in 
the hills and plains must respect and follow the customs and traditions of the local” peo- 
ple. They must strive with their utmost to help the local people with economic and 
social needs. They must build up the unity of the people. 


Tt is a birthright of each citizen to defend and protect the state. It is to be carried 
out with one's own awareness without waiting for urging by others. The state Constitu- 
tion, which was drafted and approved overwhelming by the people, clearly states that each 
citizen has the responsibility to protect the country's independence, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity, that performance of such duty is noble, and that in accordance 
with the law, each citizen must receive military training and perform military service. 
Since this clause has been drafted and prescribed by the people themselves, the people 
themselves must be aware of their duties and carry out their national defense and 
security tasks. Our Armed Forces must constantly strive to improve themselves and 
organize the people to obtain more active cooperation from them, 


We have seen that the country achieved great victories when close association and unity 
between the people and the armed forces was maintained. Hence, I would like to urge the 
members of our Armed Forces to foster the strength of the unity of the people in carrying 
out socialist construction tasks and to strive further in the discharge of their defense 
and security duties in accordance with the historic and noble traditions of the Armed 
Forces. 


Comrades, the second point I would like to explain is the constant cooperation with the 

people for successful implementation of the country's economic plans. Our Armed Forces 

are an effective defense force. However, they must also strive to be a production force 
which is capable of helping with economic construction tasks. 


Under the leadership of the BSPP, long and short-term economic plans are being imple- 
mented for the economic development of the country. At present, the second year of the 
Fourth 4-Year Economic Plan has almost ended. The country's economic situation has 
improved due to active participation of the people, including the Armed Forces, in 
socialist economic construction. Our Armed Forces, as a people's Army, must join hand 
in hand with the people in continuing to enhance the momentum of economic success. 


While carrving out the national defense and security tasks, members of our Armed Forces 
must participate in regional development projects by cooperating with the local people. 
As the economic plans are successfully implemented, the living standard of the 
indigenous people will improve. In-service modern and scientific production methods 

are being followed and disseminated to assist in economic development tasks. Other than 
serving the Armed Forces, the in-service agriculture and livestock breeding projects 
serve the people to a certain extent. Systematic coordination is also being promoted 

in the development of cooperatives. 


The people wholeheartedly welcome the participation of our armed forces in implementing 
economic plans and in efforts to serve as an effective production force. The coopera- 
tion between the Armed Forces and the people in community welfare services and produc- 
tion brings beneficial] results to both economic and organizational fronts. Our Armed 
Forces must constantly and actively participate in these beneficial activities to serve 
the people. Hence, I would like to urge our Armed Forces members, who are offsprings of 
the people, to have maximum good will in actively cooperating with the people for the 
success of the economic plan's implementation tasks. 
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mrades, the third point I would like to explain is the elimination of insurgents with 
1e might of the people. Our Armed Forces have resolutely fought and crushed the insur- 
ents while protecting the country and its independence. The people, who could distin- 
tish between the correct, active, and effective military capability of our Armed 

yrces and the lawless atrocities of the insurgents, have always supported and assisted 
he Armed Forces. The people not only recognize our noble good will and spirit of 
acrifice, but they actively cooperate with the Armed Forces in operations to eliminate 
ne insurgents. Due to constant cooperation between the Armed Forces and the people, 


he insurgents have disintegrated. 


ue to the military capability of our Armed Forces and the wholehearted cooperation of 
he people, there have been victories in the Irrawaddy Division and the Pegu Yoma areas. 
ue to the cooperation and support our Armed Forces receive from the people, the insur- 
ents are being crushed with the people's might. The insurgents can no longer survive 
ithin the country. Destructive insurgents take refuge in some remote border areas 
hile some insurgents take advantage of conditions at border areas to exploit racism 


or their own self-interests. 


eople living in divisions and states where insurgency has been eliminated through firm 
ooperation between the armed forces and the people have been able to engage peacefully 

n socialist construction and regional consolidation tasks and have achieved success. 
embers of our Armed Forces must cooperate with the people to prevent reinfiltration of 
nsurgents in consolidated areas. They must work toward speedy exposure and elimination 
nce a saboteur emerges. Such action was taken during 1981 against insurgents who infil- 
rated into the riverhead area and during early 1983 against destructive insurgents who 
nfiltrated Pegu Yoma area. They will all be eliminated with the people's help and 


ooperation. 


ecause of its integrated association and unity with the people, the Armed Forces have 
ecome a great and formidable national defense force which could face any enemy at any 
lace and at any time. It has enjoyed victories and it will continue to enjoy victories. 


long with the task of eliminating insurgency, regional consolidation tasks have to be 
‘arried out. In regional consolidation tasks, military and organisational tasks have to 
ve well coordinated. The momentum of the effective military capability of our Armed 
forces and people's support and assistance is growing while the drive for eliminating 
nsurgency is being carried out. I urge you to maintain this momentum and to continue 
vith your efforts to secure full support from the people to completely uproot the 
lestructive insurgents. 


‘comrades, the abovementioned points are meant to serve the people as a people's Army. 

n conclusion, I would like to urge you to maintain the brilliant tradition of our armed 
orces and to strive diligently and earnestly to carry out the major tasks -- performance 
‘f national defense and security tasks with the strength of the unity of the people in 
.ccordance with the noble tradition of a people's army; constant cooperation with the 
‘eople for successful implementation of the national economic plans; and elimination 


\f insurgents with the people's might. [applause] 


3URMESE GOVERNMENT-KAREN FIGHTING REPORTED 


3K270951 Bangkok BANGKOK WORLD in English 27 Mar 84 p 32 


'Text] About 500 combined Burmese forces raided Pha Lu marketplace, a Karen stronghold 
some 25 kilometres south of Mae Sot township late last week burning 11 cars and herding 
some 400 villagers and traders, including Thai traders, into Myawadi township, a Border 


-atrol Police [BPP] source said today. 
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According to the BPP source, the Burmese combined force of policemen, soldiers and 
civilians came to Pha Lu market in the morning and burnt down the cars before herding 
the traders and villagers away. They said that the Karen resistance forces had driven 
the Burmese troops out of Pha Lu the same day and that two Karen soldiers had been 
wounded in the fighting, according to the source, 


However, a Karen source this morning disputed the BPP report and claimed that the area 
occupied by the Burmese forces last Thursday had not been the true Pha Lu market, but 
rather a nearby settlement. The source added that the Burmese had merely blocked the 
route to Pha Lu at a point some three miles away. 


Meanwhile, several hundred Karen soldiers from Maw Taw Wah which fell to Burmese Govern- 
ment forces late last month are now at the besieged Maw Po Kay camp to help defend this 
stronghold, a separate Karen source told the WORLD last night. 


Maw Taw Wah at this moment is occupied by three battalions of Burmese soldiers under the 
44th Division, he said. The Karen radio station antenna in Maw Po Kay has also been 
reportedly damaged by Burmese shooting. Transmitting equipment has also been removed 
and the station closed down, he said. Maw Po Kay is now said to be rather quiet when 
compared with previous weeks, despite the presence of many Burmese troops confronting 
the ‘aren defenders, the source added. 


Rang ou had been expected to release yesterday the number of Karen rebels killed in its 


offensives in the past 12 months. However, no report had been received by the WORLD this 
morning. 


BK261717 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] The people and the defense forces have jointly launched operations Le Man Aung, 
Taik Zwe Hong, Zwe Aung, and Yan Nyein Aung in areas under the jurisdiction of the East 
and Southeast Military Commands. As a result, between 5 April 1983 and 23 March 1984, 
there were a total of 9 major battles and 1,910 minor battles. 


BXtween 7 and 22 April 1983, our military columns attacked a 300-strong force of Shan 
insurgents belonging to the Moe Hein group around (Hsa Nin Ngan) in Loi-lem township in 
the jurisdiction of the Fast Military Command. Six of our soldiers laid down their lives 
for the country in the battles and 28 others were wounded. Thirty-two insurgents were 
found dead and 92 assorted small arms, including a 57-mm recoilless rifle, and 7,673 
rounds of assorted small arms ammunition, 24 magazines, 1 mine, 16 plastic explosives, 
52,900 kyat in currency, about 10 kg of heroin, about 16 kg of opium, about 1] kg of mor- 
phine, and 284.9 viss [1 viss equals 3.6 pounds] of jade were captured. Sixty-one insur- 
gents were taken prisoner and four others surrendered. 


Between 7 and 15 April 1983, our military columns advanced on and attacked the Shan 
insurgent group headed by Moe Hein at (Po Yang Kyun) in Kunhing township in the jurisdic- 
tion of the Eastern Military Command. One of our soldiers laid down his life for the 
country and seven others were wounded. The bodies of 24 insurgents were found and 33 
assorted small arms, 1,465 rounds of assorted small arms ammunition, 20 magazines, 1/7 
heavy weapon shells, and 2 walkie-talkies were seized. Two insurgents were captured 
alive and ?7 others surrendered. 
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Between 4 April [as heard] and 20 April 1983, our military columns advanced on and 
attacked the Moe Hein Shan insurgent group which was operating around the (Hsan Klang) 
area, Mong Pan township, in the jurisdiction of the East Military Command. One soldier 
from our side laid down his life for the country and six others were wounded. Our 

side found six dead insurgents, captured two alive, and seized 7 assorted small arms, 
127 rounds of assorted small arms ammunition, 6 magazines, 5 mines, 12,265 kyat in 
currency, 7,300 baht in Thai currency, 1.6 kg of raw opium, 76.5 kg of first-grade 
opium, 117.5 gallons of morphine, and 174 gallans of liquid raw opium. 


Between 21 December 1983 and 3 January 1984, our military columns attacked and 

occupied the (Htita) camp of the Karenni insurgents in Pasawng township in the jurisdic- 
tion of the East Military Command. Three of our soldiers laid down their lives for the 
country and 18 others were wounded. The bodies of 23 insurgents were found and 80 
assorted small arms, 18,813 rounds of assorted small arms ammunition, 64 mines, and 

152 heavy weapon shells were seized. 


On 29 December 1983 and 17 January 1984, two groups of Lahu insurgents under Kya U -- 
numbering 70 insurgents and 73 family members -- surrendered separately to our camp 
at Pungpahkyem in Mong Ton township in the jurisdiction of the East Military Command. 
They brought 63 assorted small arms. 


On 8 January 1984, our military column clashed with about 30 insurgents of the 

Burma Communist Party [BCP] near (Hwe Le) village in Mong Yawng township in the 
jurisdiction of the East Military Command. Our side suffered nu casualties. Fifteen 
BCP insurgent bodies were found and 10 assorted small arms were seized. 


On 22 April 1983, columns from the 44th Light Infantry Division engaged in an intense 
battle with about 800 Karen insurgents at Kuzeik, Yinbaing, (Wakle), and (Kyagyi) in 
Hlaingbwe township in the jurisdiction of the Southeast Military Command. Three 
soldiers from our side laid down their lives for the country and four others were 
wounded. Fifty-seven bodies of Karen insurgents were found. 


Between 14 and 27 October 1983, about a 400-strong Karen insurgent force attacked our 
camp on Nawtara hill in Hlaingbwe township under the Southeast Military Command. 

Not only did our forces withstand the onslaught, but our reinforcement columns 
surrounded and crushed the insurgents. Nine soldiers from our side laid down their 
lives for the country and 12 others were wounded. Twenty-four bodies of Karen 
insurgents were found. We seized 7 assorted small arms, 25 RPG's, 45 heavy weapon 
shells, and 588 rounds of assorted small arms ammunition. 


Between 22 and 28 January 1984, columns fromthe 44th Light Infantry Division attacked 
the (?Mae Taw Wah) camp where about 400 Karen insurgents were strungly entrenched in 
Hlaingbwe township in the jurisdiction of the Southeast Military Command. An intense 
battle broke out and 11 soldiers from our side laid down their lives for the 

country and 22 others were wounded. Thirty-four bodies of Karen insurgents were found. 
We seized 37 assorted small arms, including a 57-mm recoilless rifle, 71,416 rounds 

of assorted small arms ammunition, 148 mines, 415 heavy weapon shells, 5 communications 
sets, 39 assorted motor vehicles, 4 motorcycles, and 2 power generators. 
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PHNOM PENH CALLS ON THAILAND TO END 'HOSTILE ACTS' 


BK280143 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1300 GMT 27 Mar 84 
[Station commentary: "Thailand Must Be Fully Responsible for Its Hostile Acts"] 


[Text] Recently, the Thai authorities ordered their Armed Forces to fire several 
rounds of assorted artillery shells into communes and villages of our innocent people it 
the western and southeastern sections of Preah Vihear temple in Choam Khsan District of 
Preah Vihear Province, causing great loss in lives and property to the people in these 
areas. 


This was not the first time the Thai authorities committed such hostile acts that 
grossly violate the PRK's sovereignty and territorial integrity. Over the past 5 years 
the Thai authorities have adopted a hostile policy and intensified their opposition to 
the rebirth of the Kampuchean people. The Thai authorities sold their sovereignty and 
territory cheaply to the Beijing hegemonists-expansionists for use as a base for launch- 
ing aggression and posing threats to the neighboring countries in Southeast Asia, 
particularly the PRK. 


During the past more than 5 years, the Thai authorities have set aside a part of their 
territory as shelter for the remnants of the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary-Khieu Samphan clique 
which has already been toppled by the Kampuchean people. All those shelters have been 
used as centers for providing training in military tactics and espionage activities to 
the traitorous and reactionary Pol Pot, Sihanouk, and Son Sann groups. The Beijing 
Chinese, U.S. imperialists, and international reactionary forces, especially Thailand, 
have fostered, revitalized, and armed these reactionary groups to enable them to return 
to oppose the Kampuchean people. At the same time, the Thai authorities have personall 
committed activities in violation of Kampuchean's territorial integrity. Aircraft, 
warships, and artillery pieces of all types have conducted activities deep inside the 
airspace, territorial waters, and land of the PRK in various provinces along the 
Kampuchean-Thai border and have shelled the Kampuchean territories, thus causing great 
loss in lives, property, and crops to the innocent Kampuchean people. All these hostil 
activities were conducted as a support for the Pol Pot-Sihanouk-Son Sann remnants to 
penetrate into the Kampuchean territory to rob and kill the Kampuchean people who are 
carrying out a production drive and working to earn their living. The Thai authorities 
have kept attempting to make the situation along the Kampuchean-Thai border tense. Thi 
act runs totally counter to the interests of the Thai people and hinders the trend of 
regional negotiation. Despite such hostile activities of the Thai authorities, the PRK 
Government has always remained restrained. Aside from this, the PRK has made many con- 
structive proposals aimed at expanding the friendly relations between the peoples of tt 
two countries and at reducing tension along the border. However, the Thai authorities 
have turned a deaf ear to our good will and intensified their hostile policy which has 
caused more serious confrontation. The Thai authorities have made unreasonable demands 
calling for the total withdrawal of the Vietnamese volunteer forces from Kampuchea 
despite the fact that the Beijing Chinese and the Thai authorities themselves are posir 
a serious threat to the independence and territorial integrity of the PRK. All of thes 
are object maneuvers that the Thai authorities must reconsider. 


The Kampuchean people always desire to coexist in peace and have good relations with 
their neighbors, particularly with Thailand, which shares the border with us. All 
disputes must be solved through negotiations on the basis of peaceful coexistence. The 
Thai authorities must be fully responsible for the hostile acts they did so far. The 
Kampuchean people vehemently condemn and demand that the Thai authorities put an imme- 
diate end to all those hostile activities. 


i) 
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SPK REPORTS THAI BORDER INCIDENTS THROUGH 22 MAR 


BK271302 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1121 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 27 -- In the week ended on March 22, Thai L-19 reconnaissance 
planes 32 times overflew areas of the Preah Vihear temple (Preah Vihear), O Smach 

(Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey), Poipet, Mak Hoeun, Phnum Malai and Kamrieng (Battambang) and 
Koh Kong Province along the Kampuchean-Thai border. Eighteen reconnaissance flights 
were carried out over areas in northern Koh Kong. 


Eighty Thai fishing boats and merchant ships, many of them armed, plied areas four to 
25 miles off the islands of Kach Kong, Kaoh Tang and Poulo Wai. 


Thai-based artillery made 52 shellings on southeastern Anlung Veng, northwestern Puok, 
Kralanh, Toek Sap, Kamrieng, Pailin, Ta Sanh and Bavel (Battambang), northern Smat Deng 
and Highway 56 (Pursat), and several hills north and south of the provincial town of 
Koh Kong. 


Meanwhile many groups of armed bandits from "sanctuaries" in Thailand intruded into many 
border villages for harassment and sabotage. The Kampuchean Revolutionary Armed Forces, 
with the support of the people, intercepted the intruders in time, killing 121 and 
wounding 29. They also captured 31 and accepted the surrender of 52 others. 


NGUYEN CO THACH'S ASIAN TOUR OUTCOME VIEWED 


BK270619 Phnom Penh SPKin English 1133 GMT 26 Mar 84 
("Just Stand'' -- SPK headline] 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 26 -- Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach's 
successful visit to Indonesia and Australia has won more support for the common stand 
of Kampuchea, Vietnam and Laos on the situation in Indochina and Southeast Asia and for 
their common view, as stated in the joint communique of the seventh Indochinese minis- 
terial conference in Vietnamese last January 29, concerning the right course to take to 
ensure peace and stability in the region. 


Following the visit with keen interest, the public in Southeast Asia was able to see 
still more clearly that the underlying cause of the tension in the region was China's 
expansionist policy and its collusion with the United States in cooking up the socalled 
"Kampuchean problem" to advance its global strategy. It was also realized that 
Vietnam and the other Indochinese countries, far from being a threat to regional peace 
and security, were, like other countries in the region, victims of foreign aggression 
and intervention and, therefore, like other Southeast Asian peoples, aspired for last- 
ing peace and stability and for an end to all intervention from the outside. So it was 
generally agreed that the coexist peacefully and promote dialogue would be the best 
thing the countries in the region should do to achieve a breakthrough and prevent China 
from further fishing in troubled waters, Nguyen Co Thach's visit has had great reper- 
cussions and has been hailed in Jakarta, Canberra and other capitals as a "new develop- 
ment" and "new factor." The novelty, of course, should not be looked for in the stand 
of the three Indochinese countries, whose consistency is public knowledge, and which, 
most recently, was summed up in the Vietnamese point communique, but what is new is the 
growing stability of Kampuchea, Vietnam and Laos, which, far from collapsing as pre- 
dicted by Beijing and other postile forces, are developing steadily in their militant 
solidarity and comprehensive cooperation. Kampuchea, to her growing prestige in ft” 
international arena, has made greater and greater achievements which were vivid!  por- 
trayed during the celebrations of her fifth anniversary last January. 
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What is new in the just well-meaning stand of Kampuchea, Vietnam and Laos is that it is 
winning greater and greater approval. The trend for dialogue is becoming stronger 
because peace and stability is clearly the fondest wish and the most pressing demand of 
all peoples in this region. 


The bitter reaction of Beijing, Bangkok and other reactionary circles came as no sur- 
prise, and their charge that Vietnam was seeking to "divide" the ASEAN and the Sihanouk- 
led "coalition government" failed to convince anyone. Rather, it underscored Beijing's 
contempt for other countries, its blatant intervention in their internal affairs, its 
dislike for independent, objective opinions, its unchanged intention to hold sway over 
other people. 


The reaction of Sihanouk's "coalition" -- that infernal stable -- was also predictable. 
However, it made one point clearer, that the coalition was only a disguise for the Pol 
Pot clique. Sihanouk again exposed himself as a mere front for that clique, when he 
insisted that the Khmer Rouge was "part" of the "coalition government," which statement 
won him Khieu Samphan's approval that "we'll stick together." Press opinions were 
equally revealing. AFP commented on March 21 that "both Sihanouk and Son Sann agreed 
that Pol Pot still had the last word.'' UPI also noted that the Khmer Rouge's policy wa: 
to keep Pol Pot backstage and that he was still in control. 


So what has been said by Beijing and its followers all boiled down to this: The enemy 
is held at bay by Kampuchea's steady development and by the unshakeable militant solid- 
arity among the three Indochinese countries whose good faith and just stand and whose 
important contributions to peace, stability and cooperation in Southeast Asia is duly 
recognized by large sections of the world public. 


VODK ON SRV TROOPS' 6 MAR MUTINY IN PHNOM PENH 


BK271107 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] The Vietnamese soldiers stationed in the Olympic sports stadium in Phnom Penh 
mutinied on 6 March, which resulted in five killed and six wounded among their ranks. 
The cause was their fear and weariness of guerrilla warfare. 


At present, mutinies by Vietnamese soldiers are taking place more frequently and every- 
where, both on the battlefield and even in Phnom Penh City. This clearly indicates 
that the Vietnamese enemy aggressor forces in Kampuchea are being affected more and 
more seriously by internal splits because of their grave setbacks on the Kampuchean 
battlefield, If the Le Duan Vietnamese enemy authorities continue stubbornly to carry 
on their extremely devastating war of aggression in Kampuchea, refusing to withdraw 
their aggressor troops from Kampuchea in compliance with UN resolutions, they will meet 
with certain, final collapse and defeat, 


VIETNAMESE ARMY DEFECTOR DESCRIBES SITUATION 


BK260657 Hong Kong AFP in English 0620 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[By Joseph de Rienzo] 


[Text] Rithisen, Cambodia, March 26 (AFP) -- Vietnamese Army Lieutenant Nguyen Van 
Hung says the assumed superiority of northerners was one of the main reasons he defects 
to this rebel-held area of northwest Cambodia. The 30-year old southerner, original 
from Vinh Long Province of Vietnam, surrendered on March 14 to the leader of this Khme: 
People's National Liberation Front [KPNLF] camp, bordering Thailand approximately 15 
kilometers (10 miles) northeast of the Thai border town of Aranyaprathet. 
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Lt. Hung's Cambodian-born Vietnamese wife Sieng Ly, 30, arranged their defections with 
the help of Cambodian black marketeers, the pair told AGENCY FRANCE-PRESSE last week. 
The officer was second-in-command of a Vietnamese construction company at Sala Krau base 
near Sisophon, 50 kilometres (30 miles) inside Cambodia. Lt. Hung said he was fed up 
with separation from his bride of two months, hard work, low pay, communism and the 
attitude of northern cadres towards southerners. 


The north relied primarily on southerners to fight anti-Vietnamese Cambodian guerrillas 
after Hanoi deposed the Khmer Rouge communists in January 1979, he said. But he added 
that more and mor northerners have been sent into Cambodia after Southerners proved 
unwilling or unreliable in protecting the borders of Cambodia. 


Resistance activities have required special security precautions throughout Cambodia, 
according to Lt. Hung. The national railway from Battambang to Phnom Penh is unsafe and 
Vietnamese troops seldomused trains for fear of guerrilla attacks, he said. He added 
that his construction crews were never sent into a work site that was not first fully 
secured by Vietnamese troops. Although he had heari of some reports of damage and 
attacks by anti-Vietnamese guerrillas, he said his troops had never been attacked and 
that his crews had never been sent to repair any evidences of sabotage. 


He was able to confirm Khmer Rouge claims of recent attacks on Battambang and Siem Reap 
towns as well as near Thippadei along the railroad but said that damge and casualties 
had been slight. His superiors were more concerned about the activities of the "paras" -- 
the Cambodian term for the non-coummunist nationalist guerrillas under the KPNLF and the 
Armee Nationaliste Sihanoukienne (ANS) of resistance leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk. 

"The Khmer Rouge stand off at a distance and lob rocket grenades and mortars at targets 
before retreating. But the paras fight close and usually cause more casualties," he 
said. 


Lt. Hung said the fact he surrendered to the KPNLF had not influenced that assessment. 
The defector said he and his wife hope to eventually settle in the United States. 


VODK, VONADK ISSUE BATTLE REPORTS FOR 16-23 MAR 


BK231109 [Editorial report] (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea and 
(Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea broadcast the follow- 
ing battle reports during the reporting period 16-23 March: 


VODK at 2330 GMT on 16 March says in its battle report that between 23 February and 

12 March, Democratic Kampuchean forces killed or wounded 16] Vietnamese enemy soldiers 
on the Kompong Som, Koh Kong Leu, Koh Kong Kraom, Leach, Moung, Battambang-Sangke river, 
Samlot, and Siem Reap battlefields. 


At 23 GMT on 16 March, VONADK reports that 214 Vietnamese enemy soldiers were killed or 
wounded during various attacks on the Pailin-Route 10, Preah Vihear, north Sisophon, 
Chhep, south Sisophon, Samlot, and Kompong Thom battlefields between 28 February and 

1l March. 


According to 1 report broadcast by VODK at 2330 GMT on 17 March, between 28 February 
and 11 March, 284 Vietnamese soliders were put out of action by Democratic Kampuchean 
forces during various attacks on the Samlot, Pailin-Route 10, north and south Sisophon, 
Kompong Thom, Preah Vihear, and Chhep battlefields. 


At 2300 GMT on 17 March, VONADK says Democratic Kampuchean forces killed or wounded 
134 Vietnamese soldiers between 8 and 14 March on the south Sisophon and Pailin-Route 10 
battlefields. 


On 18 March at 2330 GMT, in its daily battle, VODK reports that between 8 and 12 March, 
67 Vietnamese soldiers were killed or wounded by Democratic Kampuchean forces on the 
Pailin-Route 10 battlefields. 
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VONADK at 2300 GMT on 18 March says that on the Moung, Kampot, Koh Kong-Kompong Som, 

Siem Reap, Leach, and Kompong Speu battlefields, the national army and guerrillas of 

Democratic Kampuchea killed or wounded 136 Vietnamese enemy soldiers between 3 and 15 
March. 


On 19 March at 2330 GMT, VODK says that Democratic Kampuchean forces killed or wounded 
112 Vietnamese enemy soldiers on the Kampot, Kompong Som, Koh Kong Kraom, Koh Kong Leu, 
Kompong Speu, Leach, and Siem Reap battlefields between 3 and 15 March. A motorboat, 13 
barracks, and a bridge on Route 5were destroyed, and three villages liberated. 


VONADK at 2300 GMT on 19 March reports that between 5 and 15 March, Democratic Kampuchea 
forces killed or wounded 111 Vietnamese enemy soldiers on the south Sisophon, Kampot, 
Samlot, Battambang-Singke River, Kompong Thom, and Kompong Speu battlefields; they also 
destroyed 34 barracks, 16 warehouses containing 330,000 bushels of paddy. 2 ammunition 
depots, and a quantity of materiel, and liberated 3 villages on the Ratanakiri battle- 
field. 


On 20 March at 2330 GMT, VODK reports that Democratic Kampuchean forces killed or wounde 
149 Vietnamese enemy soldiers, including a general, during various attacks on the Kompon 
Cham, Kandal, Kampot, Kompong Speu, Battambang-Sangke river, Samlot, and South Sisophon 
battlefields between 4 and 15 March. They also destroyed 8 trucks, 12 offices, various 
warehouses, and 53 barracks. 


According to a broadcast by VONADK at 2300 GMT on 20 March, Democratic Kampuchean forces 
put 281 enemy soldiers out of action on the Kompong Thom, Ratanakiri, Chhep. Siem Reap, 
Kratie, Preah Vihear, Kompong Speu, Koh Kong Leu, Leach, south Sisophon, Battambang, anc 
Moung battlefields between 2 and 15 March. They also destroyed 54 weapons, 9 trucks, 3] 
barracks, and a quantity of fuel, and seized a large quantity of ammunition and materie! 


At 2330 GMT on 21 March, VODK says that between 2 and 18 March, 246 Vietnamese soldiers 
were put of action by Democratic Kampuchean forces on the Ratanakiri, Kratie, Kompong 
Speu, Leach, Moung, Battambang, south Sisophon, Siem Reap, Kompong Thom, Choam Khsan, 
and Chhep battlefields, including 25 casualties during an attack on a Vietnamese compam 
position east of Koh Kong provincial seat on 14 March. An ammunition depot was also 
destroyed. 


According to VONADK at 2300 GMT on 21 March, Democratic Kampuchean forces killed 97 
Vietnamese soldiers and wounded 99 others between 9 and 18 March during various attacks 
on the south Sisophon, Siem Reap, north Sisophon, Leach, and Kompong Speu battlefields. 


In its daily battle report, VODK at 2330 on 22 March says that between 9 and 16 March, 
Democratic Kampuchean forces killed or wounded 171 Vietnamese soldiers on the Kompong 
Speu, Leach, south and north Sisophon, Siem Reap, and Oddar Meanchey battlefields; they 


also destroyed 23 weapons. 


For its part, VONADK at 2300 GMT on 22 March reports that on the Siem Reap, Battambang, 
Chhep, Kompong Thom, South Sisophon, and Preah Vihear battlefields, 103 Vietnamese 
soldiers were killed by Democratic Kampuchean forces and 94 others wounded between 3 ar 
20 March. Sixteen weapons were seized and 50 people freed from prison. 


VONADK CLAIMS 3 SOVIETS KILLED IN SIEM REAP 


BK280135 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2300 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Excerpts] Siem Reap battlefield. Siem Reap district: On 18 March, an enemy jeep 
moving from Siem Reap town ran over our land mine near Neak Poan temple. The jeep was 
set ablaze. Eight enemies in the jeep, including three Soviet advisers, were killed. 


LV, 28 Mar 84 LAOS I ] 


AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY MEMORANDUM WITH USSR SIGNED 


BK261029 Vientiane KPL in English 0918 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] Vientiane, March 26 (OANA-KPL) -- A memorandum on the completion of aerial 
photography and topography of Laos was signed here between Soth Phetlasi, minister in 
charge of the Map Department and the National Borders Department and Konstantin 
Stepanov, economic counselor of the Soviet Embassy to Laos. The work has been jointly 
undertaken by the Soviet and Lao teams since November 1980. Also witnessing the cere- 
mony was Phao Phimphachan, deputy minister, dceputy-head of the Office of the Council 
of Ministers. 


LPRP ANNIVERSARY MARKED BY RALLIES, PRESS 
Souphanouvong Attends Rally 
BK280505 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1200 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] The Presidential Office and the SPC Office jointly held a rally on 26 March to 
joyously celebrate the 29th founding anniversary of the LPRP. Attending the rally 
were Souphanouvong, president of the LPDR and cnairman of the SPC; Khamsouk Keola, 
vice chairman and secretary general of the SPC; members of the SPC Standing Committee 
and the SPC; and cadres and state employees attached to the two offices. 


The rally discussed the tradition of heroism of the party and heard views of the party 
leadership on the party development, the emulation campaign to score achievements to 
welcome the two historical days in 1985, and the endeavor to train oneselves to 
become outstanding, firm, and active cadres and members of the party and state. The 
rally ended with an atmosphere of jubilancy and enthusiasm toward the new tasks of 
national construction. 


Interior Ministry Rally 
BK280515 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0000 GMT 28 Mar 84 


[Text] On the afternoon of 26 March, a rally was held at the Ministry of Education to 
celebrate the 29th founding anniversary of the LPRP and to hail thesuccess of the 
second congress of the grass-root party committee of the Education Ministry. 

Attending the rally were Phoumi Vongvichit, member of the LPRP Central Committee 
Political Bureau and vice chairman of the Council of Ministers; Outtama Chounlamani, 
deputy minister of education; members of the party committee of the schools and 
departments under the ministry; and some 200 cadres, teachers, and professors. 


At the rally, (Sikeo Souvannaphoum), secretary of the grass-roots party committee of 
the ministry, explained the success of the congress of the grass-roots party 
committee and reported on the past activities of the party cadres and members who 
are key personnel running and guiding all work of the ministry. At the same time, 
he also pointed out remaining problems and the immediate objectives which must be 


fulfilled. 


After representatives of the administrative board of directors and the tree mass 
organizations attached to the ministry expressed their views, Phoumi Vongvichit gave 
a lecture to the rally. First he hailed the success of the congress. He recalled 
the tradition of heroism of our party which has led the people of all tribes to 
successfully accomplish the national-democratic revolution and to carry out the 
socialist revolution at present. He also called on all party cadres and members to 
hold aloft the status and role of the party, remain faithful to the party, and 
fulfill the political tasks entrusted by the party. 


PO 
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kditorial Hails Anniversary 
BK271459 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0400 GMT 22 Mar 84 
[Unattributed editorial: 'RKesolutely Fulfill the Party's Revolutionary Cause"'] 


[Text] Today, together with the people throughout the country, our Armed Forces are 
joyously celebrating the 29th founding anniversary of the majestic LPRP. Over the 
past 29 years, faced with great and fierce trials of the revolution, our party's 
tradition of unity and unification has been more clearly revealed with each passing 
day. The party's objectives and ideals have been unprecedentedly enhanced. The party 
has adopted the most correct and scientific policy to score new victories. The entire 
party, Army, and people are unanimously resolved to triumphantly fulfill the two stra- 
tegic tasks of national defense and socialist construction. They have transformed 
their determination into active movements, new blossoming factors, and new strength. 
Their achievements in the economic and cultural fields are extremely commendable. New 
changes have been effected in the fields of economic management and the emulation 
campaign to carry out livelihood on the agricultural and industrial fronts as well as 
in the movement to build the army. We have not only fulfilled several objectives of 
the 1983 plan but have also created favorable conditions for fulfilling the targets of 
the 1984 plan and those of the coming years. 


It is apparent that after the party's correct and creative line and policies have been 
thoroughly appreciated and actually implemented by the people, they have become a sig- 
nificant prop for fulfilling all obligations and transforming all capabilities into 
fruitful strength to propel and develop the new revolutionary cause so that it is 
capable of incessantly scoring victories. 


Nevertheless, while having been blessed with numerous great favorable conditions on the 
path of our advancement, we have still encountered numerous difficulties in the struggle 
to decide who is going to emerge the victor in the struggle between the two paths in 

the new period and in the struggle to defend our national independence and the people's 
labor. We still encounter the enemy's influence. Our economy remains backward due to 
the aftermath of the war. The enemies continue to seriously resist and sabotage our 
side in all respects, including in the political, economic, and social fields. 


To score victories, it is urgent that we relentlessly consolidate and strengthen the 
revolutionary ranks on the basis of increasing unity within the party and among the 
army and people. Our strength has been displayed through our unification in appreciat- 
ing the situation, tasks, and line outlined at the third party congress. Our strength 
has also been displayed in our revolutionary determination to overcome all difficulties 
and trials, our pure revolutionary qualifications, and our fine way of life. Our 
strength has been displayed in our energetic and creative movements in carrying out 

an extensive, thorough, and rigorous revolutionary struggle. 


The truth always conforms to the advancement of the revolution. When the revolutionary 
line is correct, cadres are the decisive factor in all tasks. To translate into reality 
the resolutions adopted at the third party congress, it is foremost that all party 
cadres and members heighten a sense of responsibility and concentrate all efforts on 
fulfilling the fine tasks entrusted by the party. All senior and junior party members - 
no matter where they are -- must act as good models in showing their unification and 
appreciation of the sense of revolutionary enthusiasm. 
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They must maintain esteemed communist qualifications of the highest degree. When tasks 
become more difficult and the situation more complicated, the party cadres and members 
must become more determined and decisive. They must maintain a strong sense of combat- 
iveness. They must remain enthusiastic and sincere in serving the revolution and strive 
to purify their revolutionary qualifications so as to act as models in carrying out 

work and propaganda campaigns. 


Our party has taught us that no matter what position we are in, we must strive to enga: 

in all studies and training programs in order to appreciate all lines and attitudes ot 
the party. We must strictly implement all principles and firmly grasp all duties and 
rights so as to guide the masses in triumphantly fulfilling all revolutionary tasks. 
Regarding the display of their revolutionary qualifications, the party cadres and members 
must be determined to defend all truths; fight for any correct, progressive, and fine 
causes; and rectify mistakes and backwardness. They must never cease to fight for the 
building of a new society, new life, new men, and new civilization. 


In carrying out the struggle, our party cadres and members must maintain a high sense 
of revolutionary vigilance, clearly understand the enemy's cunning schemes and tricks, 
and stand ready to smash all aggressive and sabotage designs with a view to defending 
the country and the revolutionary fruits and to maintaining political security and 
social order in our country. 


Our party is now a power-holding organization. All party cadres and members must 
profoundly appreciate the revolutionary qualifications and must be diligent, thrifty, 
and honest. They must defend the purity of the party. They must behave themselves 

to deserve the faith and loyalty of the people. It is now more important than ever for 
the party cadres and members to strictly abide by the party teaching by resolutely 
opposing any bureaucratic attitudes, abuse of power, and dissociation from the masses. 
They must respect the people's right to collective mastery, hold aloft a sense of 
responsibility in carrying out all tasks, and wholeheartedly pay attention to the 
spiritual and material life of the masses. 


We have the party which acts as the vanguard unit of the revolution. It is a scientific 
party that is heroic, boundlessly honest with the people, majestic in front of all 
trials, and wise in working out a correct line to advance toward victory. During the 
current period of our revolution, the resolutions adopted at the third party congress, 
which are the supreme aspirations and ideals of tens of thousands of party members, are 
illuminating the path of advancement for our people. Imbued with a sense of responsi- 
bility, all party members and cadres in the army are striving to enrich their communist 
nature and to further enhance their capability as the main force to build the LPA into 

a model modern revolutionary army so it will become a reliable tool of the party and 
people under all circumstances. 


All party cadres and members must relentlessly march forward to perform their duties; 
cherish their role as the model vanguard unit; stand in the forefront to develop new 
factors and great capabilities so as to constantly put more impetus on the revolution; 
and build new strength to defeat all enemies and overcome all difficulties, backward- 
ness, and poverty, thereby firmly fulfilling the tasks of national defense and socialist 
construction and scoring yet greater victories with each passing day. 
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BK261531 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0201 GMT 21 Mar 84 


[Speech by Kaysone Phomvihan, general secretary of LPRP Central Committee, at opening 
ceremony of first national Lao Women's Congress in Vientiane on 21 March -- live] 


[Text] Beloved comrades in delegations, beloved comrade delegates: 


Today our Lao women are here to attend their first national congress. I am overjoyed to 
have the opportunity to meet with the sisters and aunts who have made great merit in 
their contribution to the Lao people's revolutionary cause. On this glorious occasion 
filled with joy and happiness, on behalf of the LPRP Central Committee and the Council 
of Ministers, I warmly salute and hail all sisters and aunts. [applause] I whole- 
heartedly salute and hail the comrade delegates of all tribes throughout the country 

who are outstanding representatives of our women's movement. [applause] At the same 
time, I wholeheartedly extend warm regards and cordial love to all our women currently 
performing their duties side by side with the men in the ricefields, plants, factories, 
offices, organizations, hospitals, schools, and construction sites, and in the various 
armed forces throughout the country and to those performing duties overseas. [applause] 


1 wholeheartedly salute and hail the women's delegations of the Soviet Union, Vietnam, 
Kampuchea, and other fraternal socialist countries for bringing profound solidarity and 
love, a lofty spirit of internationalism, and great encouragement to the congress, the 
Lao women, and our Lao people. [applause] 


I wholeheartedly salute and hail the WIDF delegation for bringing the cordial friendship 
and active support of progressive women throughout the world to our Lao women. 
[applause ] 


Beloved comrade delegates, this first congress of our women is an important event in the 
political life of the entire people and our women. It affirms the growth and develop- 
ment of the women's organization and our women's movements. To assist the congress to 
correctly evaluate the Lao women's movements in the past and adopt the direction and 
tasks for women in the next period in accordance with the requirements of the revolu- 
tion, I would like to give the following views: 


Our Lao nation was born in this region thousands of years ago. During this period, our 
people, our women of all tribes in particular, were under heavy oppression and perse- 
cution by the feudalists and later by the colonialists and imperialists. Nevertheless, 
passing through the evolution of the struggle for the nation's survival and development, 
our women have made great sacrifices in writing glorious pages of the nation's history 
and have successfully created their traditional characteristics, the most outstanding 

of which is that our women are industrious in labor, possess the spirit of thrift, are 
honest and loyal to their husbands and children, are hospitable, love and assist each 
other, love the nation and fatherland, and preserve the country's fine cultural] 


heritage. 


However, our women's earnest aspirations for equality and justice were not responded to 
at all. Under the beacon of the revolution, our women of all tribes volunteered to 
follow the party in the struggle for national liberation and for their own liberation. 
As you comrades know well, our country's revolution went through a path filled with 
twists and turns and difficulties during the struggle against immense and cruel 
imperialist aggressors. 


LAOS 
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Eventually we won a miraculc. uc.c:’, During this period, our women wisely and re- 
sourcefully took part in broad and entiiusiatic struggle movements in many forms. An 
outstanding example was their task of persuading enemy soldiers to surrender or defect, 
their participation in political struggles, their service at the frontline, ensuring 
rear-line work in place «f men, and carrying out international relations in accordance 
with the party's line. 


Through these struggles, our women's traditional characteristics have gradually been 
promoted and enhanced with new qualities. These qualities are clearly reflected in 
their resoluteness, heroism, ardent patriotism, lofty spirit of sacrifice, loyalty to 
the party, determination not to submit to the enemy, and their pure spirit of inter- 
national solidarity. Revolutionary heroism has emerged in our women's movements. 


Many women have been conferred with the title of heroine and emulation fighter and have 
been commended by the party and state at different levels. On this occasion, I would 
like to express deep gratitude and wish to remember forever the great merits of the 
sisters and aunts who sacrificed their lives with valor and courage for our beloved 
country. [applause] I would like to wholeheartedly praise and hail the sisters and 
aunts who have scored outstanding achievements contributing to the common victory of 
our revolution. [applause] 


Following the complete liberation of the country and the establishment of the LPDR our 
women of all tribes continued to bring into full play their fine revolutionary tradi- 
tions in carrying out the two strategic tasks -- defending the country and building 
socialism. Aware of their obligations, benefits, and rights, our women have volun- 
teered to join the Armed Forces and continued to mobilize the youths and their beloved 
sons and husbands to serve in the regular forces, regional forces, and guerrilla- 
militia forces. At the same time, they have positively carried out the Army's rear- 
line policy, contributed to smashing the multifaceted schemes of sabotage of the 
Beijing expansionists and hegemonists in collusion with the U.S. imperialists and other 
reactionary forces, and safeguarded the country's peace and public order. 


Our women constitute an immense force and have a very important role in building new 
economic foundations. They have positively participated in restoring production in the 
face of difficulties and shortcomings, taken part in the movement to build irrigation 
projects and engage in dry season rice cultivation, applied new techniques in agri- 
cultural production, and engaged in intensive farming, thus gradually increasing the 
efficiency of rice cultivation. Particularly, our women have vigorously and positively 
participated in the movement to set up agricultural cooperatives. An increasing number 
of our women have taken part in the handicraft and industrial branches and in building 
basic establishments and have recorded many achievements. 


The ranks of female intellectuals and intelligentsia are growing and developing with 
each passing day. Today our women have become technical, management, and scientific 
cadres, engineers, specialized doctors, teachers, writers, journalists, and artists. 
Some of them have earned masters or doctoral degrees. Prior to the revolution few 
women completed university-level education. In addition, our women are playing a very 
important role in preserving and developing the national culture, creating new culture, 
building a new-type family, and in nurturing and making their children become new 
socialist people. All this affirms our women's endless and rich capabilities and the 
hopeful future of our women's movements. I wish to wholeheartedly praise and hail the 
outstanding achievements recorded by our Lao women in the cause of defending the 
country and building socialism. [applause] 
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Beloved comrades, the women's organization is one of the mass organizations established 
simultaneously with the birth of the revolutionary foundations. Cadres of the women's 
organization have had revolutionary consciousness since the beginning. Despite the 

fact that the development of the women's organization cannot catch up with the rapid 
development of the revolution and that its organizational system has not yet been cement- 
ed, the organization has made great contributions to leading the women's movements to 
struggle for national salvation and to practicing equal rights between men and women. 


Over the past 8 years, the women's organization has extensively developed from the 
countryside to urban areas. There have been organizations of the Federation of Lao 
Women's Associations in various branches of work, from the central down to the provin- 
cial and district levels. The majority of the federation's ranks have been active and 
enthusiatic and are patient in surmounting various difficulties. The federation has 
united and rallied women of all tribes and strata into the organization and educate?, 
trained, and mobilized them to join in implementing the party's political tasks and 
other social tasks. The federation has also strived to carry out diplomatic activities, 
maintain close relations with the women's organizations of various socialist countries, 
the WIDF, and other international organizations, and effectively won the support and 
assistance of foreign countries, thus contributing to enhancing the role of our country 
and women in the international arena. 


On this occasion, I would like to wholeheartedly hail the great and outstanding achieve- 
ments continuously scored by our women's federation. [applause] 


Beloved comrades, the revolution has brought to our women of various tribes the just 
rights and interests which have never been enjoyed by our Lao women before. Following 
the revolution, the equality between women and men has been gradually implemented while 
the roles and status of our women in the families and society as well as in the inter- 
national arena have been increased with each passing day. Under the party's leader- 
ship, our women have greatly contributed to the common revolutionary cause of the 
nation. Through the aforesaid process of development, our women have gradually liber- 
ated themselves. It is obvious that our women have tread a long and gloriously 
honorable path. But, our women will have to continue to endeavor to further march for- 
ward and resolutely overcome various difficulties so as to successfully reach the goal 
and realize the long-cherished aspirations of the women, namely, the complete liber- 
ation of themselves, the genuine owners of the country, and the genuine masters of 


their own destinies. 


To thoroughly liberate women, it is necessary to do away with the root cause of oppres- 
sion and harassment of women. According to Marxist-Leninist theory, the root cause of 
oppression and harassment of women is social class and the root cause of intimidation 
of classes as well as of women is private ownership of property. The problems of women 
are actually problems of classes. Therefore, the women's liberation cause is related 
to the cause of the liberation of the proletarian class, to the establishment of pro- 
letarian dictatorship, to the socialist revolution, and to the cause of socialist 


construction. 


After the liberation of the country and the accomplishment of the national-democratic 
revolution, women have not ye: been completely liberated. This is because they have 
been long affiicted by the vestiges of the old system. Therefore, without the 
socialist revolution, women cannot be completely liberated, because only the socialist 
revolution can eliminate the system of the e xploitation of man by man. 
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However, without the women's participation, the socialist revolution cannot be fulfilled. 
Regarding this, Lenin -- great leader of the world proletarian class -- clearly points 
out that a socialist revolution cannot be successful if there is no broad participation 
of laboring women and that a proletarian class cannot completely liberate itself if 
women fail to gain freedom. President Ho Chi Minh also says that to talk about women 
means to talk about half of the people in a society, that failure to liberate women 
means tailure to liberate half of mankind, and that failure to liberate women means 

only half of socialism is built. 


In the whole period of national-democratic revolution in the past as well as in the 
present period of transition to socialism, our party has always reiterated that to 
genuinely liberate women, it is imperative to liberate the country and classes, and that 
to liberate the country and classes, it is imperative to mobilize women to join in a 
wide and enthusiastic movement. Implementing the aforesaid guideline, our party has 
adopted the plan and policy that persistent efforts must be made to persuade and moti- 
vate women to positively take part in the struggle, under intelligent forms and methods 
appropriate to the circumstances in each stage of evolution of revolution, against 
colonialism, imperialism, and feudalism. At the same time, women must be liberated 

from the yoke of oppression, harassment, injustice, commitment to conservatism and back- 
ward practices. The equal rights between men and women must be implemented step by 
step. 


Since the complete liberation of the country, our party has put forth many plans, 
policies, and measures to mobilize women to take part in all sectors of work as owners 
of the country and masters of their own destinies. Our Lao women of various tribes 

have been provided with political training and been freed from illiteracy. They have 
also been trained in cultural and specialized fields. The health of mothers and 
children has also been attended to by the party and state. (ur women have been assigned 
to work in leading organizations of various production and business bases as well as in 
party and state organizations from the central down to the local levels. 


However, let me say frankly that many comrades in the party committees and administra- 
tive committees at various levels have not yet clearly understood the question of 
women's liberation. They continue to hold women in contempt and have not yet paid at- 
tention to nurturing and promoting the strength and rich capabilities of women. As 
for the women themselves, they have not yet deeply understood their own role and have 
underestimated themselves while lacking an aggressive spirit in mastering society and 
practicing equal rights between men and women. 


We must clearly understand that the socialist revolution is a most thorough and pro- 
found revolution. It can totally eliminate the oppression and exploitation of man 

by man. In doing this, revolutionary changes must be executed in the entire society 
and in each family and individual. Without liberating the women, it is impossible to 
liberate the production force and consolidate and build new production relations, nor 
is it possible to ectively push ‘*orward the scientific and technical revolution and 
carry out the ideological and . ul 4l revolution. It is clear that the liberation 
of women is an earnest revolutionary struggle. This revolution is not only for women 
but for all revolutionaries. For this reason, the liberation of women has become a 
major strategic issue in the party's tasks of mass mobilization. 


In the immediate future, we must pay attention to implementing the following major 
tasks on the mobilization of women: 


lL. Enhance class consciousness and socialist consciousness, bring into full play the 
women's spirit of patriotism and revolutionary traditions, mobilize women to take 

the path of socialism, and positively contribute to winning decisive successes in the 
task of socialist transformation and construction. 
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All women must profoundly understand that private economic foundations and the capitalist 
economy are the causes of women's poverty, hardships, and backwardness. Only soctalism 
can create basic socio-economic, material, and spiritual conditions for truly liberating 
women. Only socialism can promote the intelligence and capabilities of women so that 
they can devote them to society. All this is a basis for women to enjoy an honorable 
social status, achieve happiness in their families, and to truly practice equality. 


Our country has now become an outpost of socialism in Southeast Asia and is moving for- 
ward in the early period of the transition to socialism. The Beijing expanstonists 

and hegemonists, who are colluding with the U.S. imperialists and other reactionary 
forces, are waging a multifaceted war of sabotage against the revolution in our country 
and in the two fruternal countries of Vietnam and Kampuchea, in an attempt to weaken 
and swallow us and extend their influence to the whole region. This has made the 
struggle between us and the enemy closely linked with the struggle between the two 

lines -- socialism and capitalism, which is developing in a fierce, uncompromising, 

and complex manner in all spheres of social life. Therefore, it is necessary to educate 
and train our women to understand and firmly grasp the party's various major positions, 
always heighten their revolutionary vigilance, and resolutely smash all the enemy's 
cunning and cruel schemes. Some of these schemes are his psychological warfare and the 
scheme of peaceful changes (to change socialism to capitalism through peaceful means -- 
FBIS). It is also necessary to positively participate in implementing the two strategic 
tasks -- defending the country and building socialism. 


At the same time, it is necessary to educate and train our women to have a true spirit 
of patriotism, coordinate it with a pure spirit of proletarian internationalism, 
strengthen the gpecial solidarity and all-round cooperation with the women and people 
of Vietnam and Kampuchea, closely unite and cooperate in all respects with the women 
and people of the Soviet Union and other fraternal socialist countries, unite with the 
peace- and justice-loving women and people in the world, and positively contribute to 
the struggle for peace and security of all nations and against imperialism and other 
reactionary forces. 


In carrying out this education and training, it is necessary to pay attention to women's 
specific characteristics so that appropriate contents, forms, and methods can be out- 
lined. This is to ensure that the party's plans and policies can be assimilated in 

the movements of women, including the slowly developing and most backward women. Throug 
economic, cultural, and social activities, the contents of political education and 
training will be easily and effectively assimilated by the broad masses of women. 


2. Mobilize and create conditions for women to positively participate in the all- 
people revolutionary movements. 


Lenin stressed that so long as every women has not been accorded the right to freely 
participate in political life as a whole, nor has she had the right to constantly shoul« 
a duty in society, it is impossible to talk about socialism or even an ordinary system 
of democracy. To mobilize and create conditions for women to participate in the all- 
people revolutionary movements is not only for the interest of the revolution and 
production, but also mainly for the interests of the laboring people and for the role, 
rights, and interests of women -- that is in other words, to liberate women and practic: 
‘equal rights between men and women. 


The mobilization of such movements must not be done in word only, but one must create 
concrete conditions for action. In addition to women's overall conditions, attention 
must be paid to resolving their specific difficulties. 
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We must attach special importance to raising the levels of women in all respects and 
creating conditions for the promotion of women's right to mastery in participating 

in economic and state management. Regarding this matter, Lenin said that we must ensure 
equality between female and male workers, not only in the legal sphere, but also in 
carrying out their daily life. To achieve this, the majority of female workers must 
be allowed to take part in managing public utilities and the state. At present, the 
percentage of women assigned to management organizations and administrative committees 
at various levels is still too low, considering the women's work force and the total 
female population. We have not yet paid attention to nurturing and counselling them 
so they can eftectively develop their capabilities and talents. In the past, in the 
sphere of economic and social management, women have set many outstanding examples. 
However, we have not yet extensively promoted and developed them. 


3. Appropriately make use of the female work force, train, build, and protect the 
female work force, and protect mothers and children. 


Because of the special characteristics of female workers -- they are members of the 
work force while serving as the mothers of the future work force, the problem of the 
female work force is of great significance in the political, economic, cultural, and 
social spheres in both the immediate and long-term future. The question of promoting 
the ever increasing role of women in participating in productive labor and social 
activit f@» is a law of the cause of socialist construction. But one important and 
difficult problem of social significance is how to coordinate women's labor obligations 
with the task and role of mother. Therefore, each production unit must enhance its 
sense of responsibility for the laboring people as well as for mothers. This means 
that female cadres, workers, state employees, and other female laboring people must not 
be forced to bring their children to their work sites. Procedures and regulations must 
be adopted on the use of female workers in various spheres. Detailed policies and 

more strict regulations must be formulated to protect the female work force and mothers 
and children. For example, female workers must be protected when they are pregnant 

and shortly after giving birth. 


4. Train and develop female cadres and party members and promote and develop their 

role so that they will be the mainstay in pushing forward the women's movements. Female 
cadres represent the shock force of the immense female forces. For this reason, the 
question of female cadres is one of the problems linked with the aspirations of the 
women's movement and of the cause of liberating women. This must receive positive 
attention and must be settled. The various party and state branches at all levels must 
clearly understand the status, position, and important role of the female forces and 

of the rank of female cadres in the party's revolutionary cause as a whole, and in the 
cause of liberating women in particular. 


Therefore, to draw lessons on the task of mobilizing women and the tasks assigned to 
female cadres in order to enable the women's movement to continually advance and ensure 
more rapid development of the rank of female cadres, the party and state must formulate 
plans, procedures, and more detailed policies to employ, nurture, and promote the use- 
fulness of the existing female rank which is composed of the outstanding sisters of 
various tribes growing in the movement of national-democratic revolution, of the sisters 
with cultural, scientific, technical and management knowledge being systematically 
trained in schools, and of a large number of sisters serving as the mainstay at the 
grass-roots. All this is a valuable capital for the rank of party cadres and for the 
women's movement. 
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In other spheres, to meet the requirements of the economic and social development 
plans for the years to come, we must adopt plans to build, train, and broaden the 
contingents of women cadres in various fields of activities. The party Central 
Committee has approved a plan of the Central Committee of the Federation of l.ao 
Women to build schools to train cadres for the federation in order to respond to 

the requirements for raising the level of the federation cadres' knowledge and capa- 
bilities and for broadening the contingents of the federation cadres. [applause] 


5. Promote and expand the mothers' role in building new-type families and new, 
socialist men and culture. 


The vuilding of new-type families is of great significance to the evolution of the 

three revolutions; for example, to the building of new, socialist men and culture. 

In the very beginning of the transition to socialism and in the circumstances in which 
there still remain many restrictions in the educational system and the organizing of 
social life, it is even more necessary to emphasize the building of families to become 
new-type families. This is in order to promote and expand the roles and responsibilities 
of the families in the cultural and educational fields and in the organizing of daily 
life in conformity with a new society. 


The building of the new-type families is the responsibility of the whole society. 
However, to discuss family affairs is to talk about women, because women maintain the 
capabilities and a very great role in building families and in performing family tasks. 
In other spheres, the women liberation issue cannot be separated from the family build- 
ing issue. It is therefore necessary to pay attention to guiding, organizing, and 
creating conditions for women to promote and expand their positive roles in transform- 
ing old-type families and building new-type families in conformity with the socialist 
system while striving to do away with backward customs in families. The Central 
Committee of the Federation of Lao Women must adopt concrete measures on the building 
of the new, socialist families. Women, as well as all family members, must be educated 
and trained to clearly understand their responsibilities toward their families and to 
understand how to establish spiritual relations within families in accordance with 

the socialist line. It is imperative to widely publicize to parents the knowledge 

on the purposes, contents, and methods of teaching and training children. An appro- 
priate birth control plan must be publicized in order to control an expansion of lineage 
At the same time, the production forces must be maintained while women's labor must be 
liberated. The families must be guided and organized to make a material and cultural 
life in accordance with scientific principles. Family members must be helped to main- 
tain good health and to do away with superstition. Bimultaneously, attention must be 
paid to expanding welfare service for them. 


Dear comrades, the task of mobilization and liberation of women is the responsibility 

of the proletarian dictatorship system and of the entire society under the party's 
leadership. The party committees at all levels must assist all party units and mass 
organizations to profoundly understand the line and policy of the party on the task of 
mobilizing women. They must criticize and strive to restrict and settle misunderstand- 
ings of evaluation of the women's strength and abilities. They must also oppose an 
irresponsible act of making use of the women's strength and oppose narrow-minded mea- 
sures in training, building, and promoting women cadres. The party committees at 
various levels must build, promote, and expand the contingents of women cadres and build 
and lead women's organizations to fully enhance their roles. 
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On this occasion, I would like to place special emphasis on the roles and responsibili- 
ties of various specialized committees of the party -- for example, the Central Organiz- 
ing Committee, the Propaganda and Training Committee, and the Mass Mobilization Commit- 
tee of the party Central Committee -- in studying and formulating plans on women cadres, 
studying the contents of socialist training courses for women, and coordinating with the 
Central Commitee of the Federation of Lao Women in adopting plans to train anu build 
federation cadres at various levels. 


Various state branches responsible for the studies must pres ut systems and policies 
which are related to the interests of women and children. 


They also have the duty of implementing the line and policies of the party and state 
toward women's labor and female cadres in their respective branches. Those branches 
most related to the rivits and interests of women and children and those mostly composed 
of women's labor -- for example, the public health, educational, trade, agricultural, 
industrial, and some other branches -- in adopting the common purposes for their respec- 
tive branches, must also adopt specific purposes on the women and children issue. The 
public health service must pay special attention to the health of women and children, in 
particular pregnant women and mothers with infants. It must step up publicizing scien- 
tific principles on how to maintain good health, to give birth to a child, and to take 
care of infants. The practices of people of certain tribes in giving birth in huts, in 
farmlands and forests must be abandoned. 


The educational service must adopt measures to step up providing cultural training for 
female cadres and state employees and set forth a concrete plan to encourage women to 
study. It must adopt measures to help female teachers with infants settle problems. 
It must adopt a plan to train and build kindergarten teachers and nurserymaids to meet 
the requirements. 


The trade branch must broaden the network of marketing cooperatives and increase its 
service efficiency in order to reduce the burden of kitchen work on women. As for the 
agricultural, industrial, foundation construction, and other branches which are mostly 
composed of women's labor, they must study and lay out a number of urgent systems and 
policies aimed at restricting the use of women's labor in work which affects the physi- 
cal conditions and the child care of mothers. 


In implementing the directive toliberate women, other mass organizations also have 
responsibilities, because women belong to many different classes and are attached to 
many mass organizations. Therefore, the mass organizations must put this issue in their 
work plans. They must simultaneously correct their wrong understanding about the issue 
on the mobilization of women in each stage. They must practice close cooperation and 
coordination among the three mass organizations by clearly dividing the limits of 
responsibilities. They must mobilize women to positively take part in setting up class, 
age, and sex organizations. The Federation of Lao Women itself must promote and expand 
its role as representative of the rights to mastership of women of all tribes and 
classes. It has the duty of cementing the solidarity and educating and training women 
to positively take part in the socialist revolution cause. At the same time, it must 
struggle for the implementation of equality between women and men and for the complete 
liberation of women. 


The party and administrative committees at various levels must respect the independent 
rights and organizational principles of the mass organizations and must create all 
favorable conditions for the women's federation to fully promote and expand its roles 
and responsibilities. They must attentively consolidate and perfect the leading 
apparatuses of the federation at various levels and create favorable conditions for the 
federation cadres to carry out their activities because the federation cadres have more 
difficulties than do male cadres. Before transferring or adding federation cadres, 
they must first consult and reach unanimity with the women's federation at a higher 
level. 
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Beloved comrades, the cause of socialist transformation and construction, in particular 
the evolution of the three revolutions, now demands new requirements in many fields for 
our party. These demand that an active staff unit be set up to help the party grasp a 
new change of the situation and present appropriate and concrete measures to the party 
so that it may cope with new requirements in all domains of work in a timely manner. 
Therefore, the women's federation must raise the level of understanding in its duties 
and responsibilities, further increase its leading capability, and perfect forms of 
activities in order to effectively promote and expand its roles and responsibilities in 
the new stage of revolution. 


From now on, in addition to performing the duty of guiding the work of the women's 
federation, the Secretariat of the Women's Federation Central Committee and the standing 
committee of the women's federation at the provincial levei must serve as the staff 
officers for the party committee in guiding women's mobilization work. 


The Women Federation Central Committee must coordinate with the Organization and the 
Propaganda and Training Boards and the party school in mapping out a plan to train 
women cadres and to develop the contents of the training program with regard to the 
cultural qualifications of new socialist women. 


The women's federation must pay attention to mobilizing an acive revo'utionary movement 
mong women to carry out the party's political tasks. The decisive factor for the women’: 
movement is the building and consolidation of the foundation of the federation. The 
foundation of the federation must be set up in every village, production unit, business 
enterprise, and technical institute. The development and consolidation of the founda- 
tion of the federation will serve to build the ranks of the federation and to actively 
contribute to building the party, the administration, the new culture, new men, and 
progressive and happy families. To achieve this goal, the women's federation must know 
how to closely link the women emulation campaign with the political duties and the 
social and economic targets of each locality and production unit. It must strive to 
raise the knowledge of women in various fields through actual revolutionary deeds and tc 
train and building individual and collective progressive model women for the purpose of 
educating other women. Through this process, a sense of equality between men and women 
will be developed and enhanced, thus further enhancing women's capabilities and collec- 
tive mastership. 


Relying on the orientations and contents of the party's tasks of mobilizing women, the 
women's federations at all levels must modify their working patterns and methods, 

expand the scope of their movement, and correctly implement the pattern of collective 
leadership and individual responsibility. The executive committees of the federations 
at various levels must be united and love each other so as to act as models for the 
masses. The women's federation must strengthen its relationship with all state services 
particularly those which are closely involved with the rights of women and children. 

The federations at various levels must strengthen their relationship with women leaders 
in other state services. 


Another important duty of the women's federation is to more vigorously promote its 
internationai movement. At present, the international situation is very tense, compli- 
cated, and dangerous due to the militarist and warmongering policy of the Reagan admin- 
istration and other reactionary forces. They are intensifying the arms race, diligenth 
launching a slanderous campaign against the Soviet Union and the socialist community, 
attacking ‘he revolutionary movement in all parts of the world, and deploying inter-- 
mediate-range nuclear missiles in some Western Furopean countries, thus threatening to 
wage a nuclear war. 
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In Southeast Asia, the Beijing big-nation expansionists and hegemonists, in collusion 
with the U.S. imperialists and other reactionary forces, have launched a multifaceted 
war of sabotage aimed at weakening and swallowing the three Indochinese countries and 
expanding influence throughout Southeast Asia. However, the present era is not one in 
which the imperialists and reactionaries can do whatever they please. People the world 
over, including the American people themselves, are struggling against their warmonger- 
ing acts. A larger number of women has joined in this struggle through several] forms. 
On the other hand, we can see that the socialist countries and the progressive and peace 
forces in the world, which have the great Soviet Union as the mainstay, are growing 
unprecedentedly stronger and bigger and have constantly heightened a sense of vigilance 
to resist all adventurous acts of the imperialists led by U.S. imperialism, thus 
securely safeguarding peace and security for all countries. 


We wholeheartedly hail the 2 March 1984 statement of Comrade Konstantin Chernenko, 
general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and chairman of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, which reaffirmed the consistent foreign policy and the 
highly esteemed policy of peace and responsibility of the Soviet Union toward the 
destiny of mankind. We fully support the actual and drastic measures adopted by the 
Soviet Union aimed at consolidating peace and defense capabilities and ensuring the 
security of the Soviet people and other friendly countries. We regard these measures as 
a great encouragement for safeguarding peace and security in the world. [applause] 


Our Lao women's organization must intensify its international movement in line with the 
foreign policy outlined by the party and state, campaign for international support and 
assistance for the just struggle of cur peonle, hold aloft the status and prestige of 

the LPRP in the international arena, and actively participate in the struggle movements 
of women in the world to safeguard peace and for the security of all countries, for the 
just interests of women, and for the happiness of the future generations of our people. 


Beloved comrades, after looking back at every venue of the complicatec, difficult, 
fierce, uncompromising but victorious strug le of our revolution, we are even prouder of 
the great virtues and contributions made by the Lao women of all tribes. Our party 
highly values the excellent achievements scored by our women's movement over the past 

40 years. On the occasion of this historic congress of Lao women, the party Central 
Committee Political Bureau has decided to confer the First Class Itsala Order and the 
Tradition Banner to our women's movement throughout the country. [applause] 


To march forward to achieve complete liberation for women, our women compatriots must 
maintain and enhance the fine revolutionary tradition of Lao women and the entire people 
and stand side by side with their male counterparts to heroically march forward with 
firm and steady steps to fulfill their obligations in defending the country and building 
socialism. Acting as great and massive revolutionary forces, our women compatriots of 
all tribes must use their wisdom, intelligence, and neat craftmanship in building a new 
society, a new cultural foundation, ar! a new family, and impart a fine and glorious 
tradition to our children so as to make the younger generations become the safeguard and 
developer of the precious national heritage and the continuator of our revolutionary 
cause forever. [applause] 


Our women compatriots must be far-sighted, learn from the glorious lessons of other 
women in the world, stand ready to accept the excellent virtues of mankind to enrich 
their own wisdom and intelligence, and stand ready to march forward to the summit of the 


epoch. [applause] 
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In the immediate future, the tasks of our Lao women remain difficult. However, the 
party Central Committee is convinced that with the glorious revolutionary qualificatio 
and tradition, with the extensive strength of Lao women, with the dedication of cadres 
of the federation who have passed through ditficult trials, surmounted all difficultie 
and cherished the cause of women's liberation for a long time, and with the strength o 
our young women cadres who are outstandingly performing their tasks in all localities, 
our Lao women's movement will develop steadily and strongly with every passing day to 
more faith of the party and people, thus allowing our women to march forward to catch 
up with other progressive women in the world and to gradually heighten the status and 
prestige of the Lao Women's Federation among the world women. 


I hope that all delegate comrades will further hold aloft a sense of responsibility, 
use your wisdom in studying, analyzing, and making judgments on all important problems 
of the women's movement in a correct manner, outline a program of action in conformity 
with the call of the new situation, and mobilize and encourage our women of all tribes 
and strata throughout the country to march forward with firm steps so as to fulfill 
their responsibilities to the country as good citizens and to become good mothers and 
wives, thereby making noble contributions to the national defense and socialist 
construction and thoroughly carrying out the women's liberation cause. [applause] 


I wish the congress a glorious success, thus fulfilling the hope of our Lao women and 
people throughout the country. Thank you. [applause] 


SISAVAT KEOBOUNPHAN TALKS TO MINISTRY COMMITTEES 


BK271221 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0400 GMT 22 Mar 8&4 


[Text] On the morning of 19 March, General Sisavat Keobounphan, secretary of the party 
Central Committee and minister of the interior, met and chatted with the party 
committees attached to various services under the Interior Ministry at the ministry's 
club. Also attending the meeting was Brigadier General Khamphon Boutdakham, alternate 
member of the party Central Committee, deputy minister of the interior, and chief of t 
General Public Security Department; Colonel Bounma Mithong, deputy minister of the 
interior; chiefs and deputy chiefs of the departments; party committees of the grass- 
roots level and party units; and over 100 division chiefs and deputy chiefs in the 
ministry. 


After the introductory statement was made by a member of the organizing committee on 
the objective of the meeting, Gen Sisavat Keobounphan gave a lecture filled with 
profound meaning. First, he touched on the great and fine victories of the party 
leadership over the past 29 years. He also discussed the difficulties oi the party 
leadership in the revolution and in the national defense and socialist construction 
in our country. In conclusion, he discussed the duties of party members and party 
committees, calling on them to engage in training in all fields so as to acquire new 
qualifications to fulfill all tasks entrusted by the party. 


After the meeting, the audience was very appreciative and determined to carry out 
new tasks. 


PREM'S SCHEDULE ON U.S., EUROPE TOUR ANNOUNCED 


BK280829 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 0000 GMT 28 Mar 84 


[Text] The issues related to trade and investment are expected to be raised for talks 
between Prime Minister General Prem Tinsulanon and his foreign counterparts during 

his forthcoming tour of America and Europe starting 8 April. The forthcoming visit 
will take the prime minister and his entourage to two countries in America -- Canada, 
and the United States, and another three countries in Europe -- Denmark, Yugoslavia, 
and West Germany. 


According to the tentative itinerary, the prime minister will leave on 8 April for 
Vancouver in Canada for talks mainly on tourism. He will head for New York on 

12 April and is scheduled to meet U.S. President Ronald Reagan in Washington on the 
following day. The prime minister's team will then leave for Europe on 15 April with 
Denmark as the first stop. The team will arrive in Yugoslavia and West Germany on 

18 April and 24 April respectively. The prime minister is due to fly back home on 

26 April. 


ATHLT COMMENTS ON KAMPUCHEAN BORDER FIGHTING 


BK260056 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 28 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] Supreme Commander and Army Chief Gen Athit Kamlang-ek said last night that 
Thai forces have pushed back all Vietnamese troops which crossed into Thailand on Sunday 
morning while chasing Khmer resistance forces. 


Gen Athit said a Vietnamese company entered the Huai Khayung area in Kantharalak 
District of Sisaket Province after a Vietnamese battalion attacked Khmer forces 
opposite the district in Kampuchea on Saturday night. Thai troops guarding the border 
fired warning shots at the Vietnamese, he said, but they dug in and fired back. 


Troops from the Second Army's Suranari Headquarters in Korat, supported by Air Force 
planes, were sent in on Monday to dislodge the Vietnamese company. While Thai forces 
engaged the intruders with heavy artillery, Khmer resistance forces also attacked, 

he said. Gen Athit said that Thai forces suffered no losses, describing Vietnamese 


losses as "heavy." 


He added that beth the Second Army and the Air Force were fully prepared to retaliate 
if there were further intrusions. 


Air Force Chief ACM Praphan Thupathemi said that the Air Force was monitoring 
Vietnamese aircraft via radar adding that so far their planes had not violated Thai 


air space. 


Provincial and military sources said that the Vietnamese had deployed 22 Soviet-built 
T54 tanks, MI8 helicopters, AN22 and AN26 planes in their attack on Khmer forces 
stationed near Khao Phra Wihan in Kampuchea. Khmee forces put up stiff resistance 
but were heavily outnumbered and reportedly endured heavy Vietnamese artillery. The 
Vietnamese reportedly lost four of their tanks in the attack. Casualties were 
believed to be high but no exact figures were available. 


The offensive forced thousands of refugees to flee into Thailand, the sources said, 
adding that refugee casualties were high. "They killed both children and women while 
trying to destroy the resistance forces," a source claimed. Sisaket Governor Danai 
Ketkeo estimated last night that about 15,000 refugees fled the fighting and entered 
Thailand through the Chong Phra Phalai pass in Khun Han District of the province. 

They are now being housed about four kilometers from Samrong Kiat Falls in Khun Han 
District. He said that all private and government hospitals in the province were on 
fll alert for another intrusion. But he added that he did not think that there would 
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He added that fighting between Khmer forces and the Vietnamese had now moved away from 
the Thai border but was still continuing inside Kampuchea. 


Meanwhile, diplomatic sources said that UNHCR officials had visited the refugees, but 
they added that they felt that the situation was not urgent. 


NATION LINKS NGUYEN CO THACH TOUR, BORDER ATTACK 


BK280103 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 28 Mar 84 p 4 
(Editorial: "Vietnam Attack Closely Follows Thach's Efforts''] 


[Text] The conclusion of Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila's visit to Australia ended 
the three-week-long episode of Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach's "diplomatic 
offensive.'' And it is now time for Hanoi to remove the velvet gloves. During the 

past five months of the dry season, Vietnam had held its forces in Kampuchea on a 

tight leash and started the military offensive, that had long been expected, with only 

a couple of months to go before the monsoon sets it. The timing of course is 
ridiculously obvious -- Thach left Bangkok for Hanoi on Friday and on Saturday the 
Vietnamese forces attacked the Khmer Rouge positions in strength. 


But the resistance forces, mainly the Khmer Rouge, had not been idle during the period 
when Vietnam was holding back its forces waiting for Thach to muddy the political waters 
in this region. Now, as everybody is nibbling at the carrot which Thach has left behind, 
Hanoi decided it was time to wave the stick in western Kampuchea. We do not really 
believe that Vietnam wants to crush the resistance forces completely -- it is militarily 
capable of doing so -- but to create more trouble along the Thai~Kampuchean border. 
This she has already done in a couple of days since thousands of Khmer civilians have 
crossed the border to seek sanctuary on Thai soil. 


Politically, it is definitely inadvisable for Vietnam to crush the resistance forces 
because of China but there are other factors which Hanoi is also taking into account. 
First, she is not able to depend on the Heng Samrin troops partly because Khmers are 
naturally unwilling to kill other Khmers and partly because they do not want to form 
the vanguard for Vietnamese offensives; allowing them too close to the Thai border 
will also mean the possibility of defection. 


The second factor whichtosome extent blunts the Vietnamese offensive is that she is 
not using the cream of her army, which is positioned along the Sino-Vietnamese border. 
Most of the troops fighting in Kampuchea are from what was formerly South Vietnam, 
who do not have the ideological tenacity of the North Vietnamese troops. And again 
they cannot be relied on when they are too close to the Thai border because of the 
temptation to defect. Many have already done so. 


For the moment at least it appears that the main objective of the Vietnamese attack 
is not to smash up and eliminate the resistance forces of the Coalition Government 
of Democratic Kampuchea but to inflict as much damage to their positions as possible. 
The resistance forces have penetrated deep into Kampuchea and one of the principal 
objectives of Hanoi must be to destroy the bases from which they operate. Equally 
important is the destabilization of the Thai=Kampuchean border which will bring 

a severe headache to the Tiai Government. 
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Without any reason whatsoever, Vietnam has taken it for granted that Thailand is help- 
ing the Khmer resistance forces. Hanoi cannot see the logic that Thailand does not want 
either civilian or armed Kampucheans crossing the border. International agencies do 
help these refugees to some extent, but it is Thailand that suffers from the 
destabilization of the border area which, obviously, is one of Hanoi's objectives. 


BURMESE REGRETS ON BORDER INCIDENT RECEIVED 


BK280057 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 28 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] The Government of Burma is "deeply sorry for the unintentional" incursion into 
Thai territory by its troops on March 12, and has assured Thailand that the incident 
will not be repeated, according to a statement released yesterday by the Joint Direct- 
orate Centre of the Supreme Command. 


It said that Rangoon's regrets and assurance were conveyed to the Thai Government at 
a meeting last Friday between Burmese Ambassador U Ko Ko Gyi and Director-General 
Suthi Prasatwinitchai of the Political Department. 


The Burmese envoy said an earlier report by the Thai Embassy in Rangoon that the 
Burmese foreign minister had denied the Burmese incursion, was a misunderstanding. 


He said that the incursion was neither intentional nor premeditated and had been carried 
out by junior Burmese officers who lacked experience and were intent only on pursuing 


the Karen rebels, according to the Supreme Command. 


SAP LEADER KHUKRIT ON CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 


BK250310 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 25 Mar 84 p 4 


[Text] Social Action Party [SAP] leader M.R. Khukrit Pramot said vesterday that he 

saw no urgent need to amend the Constitution at this time. M.R. Khukrit said even if 
the move was designed to pave the way for Supreme Commander Gen Athit Kamlang-ek to take 
up a Cabinet post as it was widely believed, the amendment need not be done in a hurry. 
Instead, it could be made some time before the next general elections which will come 

in 1987. He blamed local newspapers for spreading rumours about the amendment proposal. 


M.R. Khukrit said many parties and political figures have voiced their support for 
such an amendment simply for their personal gains. "Some people want to do the military 
a favour, while others merely want to have their names in the news," he said. 


The former premier said he believed that for the sake of national stability, the army 
is not going to back the amendment this time. ''The army always strives for peace and 
stability. They know that too many rumours would only hurt the country's economic 
stability,” he added. 


M.R. Khukrit predicted that there will be no major crisis when the parliament reconvenes 
on April 26, even though a no-confidence motion is already awaiting Interior Minister 
Sitthi Chirarot. The debate would soon be over, with the government winning as usual, 
he added. 


The SAP leader will leave next Wednesday on a private visit to France and the United 
Kingdom. He will return on April 17, in time to celebrate his 74th birthday on April 
20. 
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REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF FINNISH FOREIGN MINISTER 


Vo Dong Giang Hosts Banquet 
OW241604 Hanoi VNA in English 1540 GMT 24 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 24 -- Minister Vo Dong Qiang, acting foreign minister gave 

a banquet at the governmental guest house here today in honour of Paavo Vayrynen, 
Finnish minister tor foreign affairs, and his party now on a visit to Vietnam. With 
him were Deputy Foreign Minister Ha Van Lau and other officials of the Foreign Ministry. 
Finnish Ambassador to Vietnam Esko Antero Lipponen was present on the occasion. 


Speaking at the banquet, Vo Dong Giang said: "Since the establishment of diplomatic 
relations the friendly relations between our two countries have constantly developed. 

The increasing and ever more effective aid granted by the government and people of 
Finland to the Vietnamese people has always been a great encouragement for us. The 
Vietnamese people highly appreciate these valuable sentiments support and (?resistance)". 


Minister Paavo Vayrynen said in reply: "The Finnish people fully appreciate the 
Vietnamese people's great sacrifices in strengthening independence. They want to 
contribute to Vietnam's reconstruction. Although our two countries are far from each 
other geographically and have different cultures, Finnish and Vietnamese exports have 
worked side by side in building the Pha Rung shipyard, a modern ship-repair project 
which has been completed. The people of our two countries rejoice at the achievements 
recorded and are looking forward to ever wider cooperation". 


In an atmosphere of cordiality and friendship, Vo Dong Giang and Paavo Vayrynen 
proposed toasts to the further consolidation and fruitful development of the friendship 
and cooperation between Vietnam and Finland. 


Pha Rung Shipyard Opens 
OW251556 Hanoi VNA in English 1456 GMT 25 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 25 -- The Pha Rung ship-repair yard built with Finnish assistance 
on the suburbs of the port city of Haiphong was inaugurated today after five years 

of construction. This is the biggest and most up-to-date ship-repair yard in Vietnam. 

It has a dry dock 162.5 metres long, 26.2 metres wide and 10.5 metres deep, and a 

200 metre-long system of piers. Each year, it can repair from 30 to 35 ships in the 
range of from 5,000 to 12,000 tons. Paavo Vayrynen, Finnish minister for foreign 

affairs who is visiting Vietnam, and Dong Sy Nguyen, vice-chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and minister of communications and transport, cut the inaugural ribbon. 


Speaking on this occasion, the Finnish foreign minister warmly welcomed the completion 
of the first phase of the ship repair yard. He said it was a concrete outcome of 

the growing cooperation between Vietnam and Finland which would continue during the 
operation of the yard and in some other economic areas. 


Dong Sy Nguyen thanked the Finnish Government and Parliament for their assistance 
and expressed the wish for continued broadening of Vietnam-Finnish cooperation. 


VLETNAM 
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Vayr; ien Meets Pham Van Dong 
W262012 Hanoi VNA in English 1529 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 25 -- Chairman of the Council of Ministers Pham Van Dong 
received here today Finnish Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen and his party. Present were 
Minister Vo Dong Giang, acting foreign minister, and Finnish Ambassador to Vietnam Esko 
Antero Lipponen. 


Speaking on this occasion, Chairman Pham Van Dong warmly welcomed Minister Paavo 
Vayrynen on his friendship visit to Vietnam to attend the inauguration of the first 
phase of the Finnish equipped Pha Rung ship-repair yard, He congratulated the Finnish 
people on their achievements in building a prosperous country, and thanked the Finnish 
Government, National Assembly and people for their assistance to the Vietnamese people's 
national construction and defence, especially for the building of the Pha Rung ship- 
repair yard. Chairman Pham Van Dong asked Minister Paavo Vayrynen to convey his sincere 
thanks and best wishes to Finnish President Mauno Koivisto and Prime Minister Kalevi 
Sorsa. 


Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen conveyed the high regards and congratulations of the 
Finnish president and prime minister to Chairman Pham Van Dong. He said he was grateful 
for the Vietnamese people's hospitality and glad at the development of the friendship 
and cooperation between the two countries. He pledged Finland's continued assistance 

to and cooperation with Vietnam, especially in the improvement and extension of the 
water supply system of Hanoi. 


Chairman Pham Van Dong spoke of the Vietnamese people's objectives in building their 
country and exchanged views with the Finnish foreign minister on international issues 
of mutual concern. The reception took place in a cordial and friendly atmosphere. 


Kampuchea Mediator Role Denied 
LD242249 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 1700 GMT 24 Mar 84 


[Text] Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen has spoken in favor of the reunion of the 
families of Vietnamese refugees in Finland by proposing today to the Vietnamese Govern- 
ment a 25-year credit for persons that Finland wants to be granted an emigration permit. 
Those people are all relatives of Vietnamese refugees already in Finland. Vayrynen 
also had taiks in Hanoi today with Vietnamese Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Vo 
Dong Giang. 


Vayrynen refuted the allegations of an Indian newspaper according to which Finland 
could act as a kind of mediator in the Kampuchean dispute. Vayrynen said that he will, 
in the customary way, convey information about the views of the heads of state he 
meets during his visits, but he stressed that Finland's role will not go any further. 
Vayrynen does not regard it likely that Finland would be asked to be or that it could 
act as a mediator in the dispute. 


Vayrynen on PRK, Thach Health 
BK260814 Hong Kong AFP in English 0719 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Excerpt] Hanoi, March 26 (AFP) -- Vietnam is showing greater flexibility on the 
Cambodian question, Finnish Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen said after meeting today 
with his Vietnamese counterpart Nguyen Co Thach. The flexibility appeared both in the 
method as well as in the content of the talks, Mr. Vayrynen said, but did not elaborate. 
“However, one must be realistic. The points of view remain as distant as ever for 
reaching a rapid solution to the Cambodian question," Mr. Vayrynen said before leaving 
for Malaysia via Bangkok. Mr. Vayrynen told journalists that the Vietnamese foreign 
minister still had problems speaking due to a lung ailment. 
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TRUONG CHINH RECEIVES FRG SOCIALIST YOUTH GROUP 


0W272119 Hanoi VNA in English 1610 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 27 -- Truong Chinh, Political Bureau member of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee and president of the State Council, received here 
today a delegation of the West German Socialist Working Youth Union (S.D.A.J.) led by 
Werner Stuernann, member of the Presidium of the German Communist Party and president 
of the S.D.A.J. With President Truong Chinh were Vu Mao, member of the C.P.V. Central 
Committee and first secretary of the Central Committee of the Ho Chi Minh Communist 
Youth Union; and Nguyen Viet Dung, director of the office of the National Assembly and 
the State Council. 


President Truong Chinh highly valued the S.D.A.J.'s activities for peace, democracy 
and social progress, against the nuclear war danger and against the deployment of new 
U.S. medium-range nuclear missiles in Western Europe. He expressed his wish for new 
achievements to the S.D.A.J. in its just cause and his hope that the friendship and 
solidarity based on Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism between the Ho 
Chi Minh C.Y.U. and the S.D.A.J. would further develop. 


President Truong Chinh asked the delegation to convey his wishes to good health and 
success to the chairman of the German Communist Party and the other leaders of the 


SDAJ. The reception was cordial and friendly. 


GDR GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC DELEGATION ARRIVES 


OW272140 Hanoi VNA in English 1608 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 27 -- An economic delegation of the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic led by Hans Reichelt, deputy-chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
arrived here this afternoon. The delegation is to attend the 12th session of the 
Vietnam-G.D.R. Commission for Economic, Scientific and Technological Cooperation. 


It was welcomed by Tran Quynh, member of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Commit- 
tee, vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers and chairman of the Vietnamese section of 
the joint commission; Le Danh, vice-chairman of the State Planning Commission; and 
others. G.D.R. Ambassador Hermann Schweisau was present on this occasion. 


CSSR ECONOMIC DELEGATION LEAVES FOR HOME 


OW231808 Hanoi VNA in English 1618 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 23 -= The delegation of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia headed by Z. Sojak, chairman of the party CC's Economic 
Commission, left her for home Thursday, ending its visit to Vietnam. During its stay, 
the delegation had working sessions with Nguyen Lam, secretary and chairman of the 
Economic Department of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee; and Che Viet 
Tan, vice-chairman of the dep irtment. 


It compared notes with the party committees of Hanoi, Hai Phong, Ho Chi Minh City and 
some other localities. It was cordially received on March 15 by Vo Chi Cong, Political 


Bureau member and secretary of the C.P.V. Central Committee. 


CONGOLESE LABOR PARTY GROUP ENDS 8-DAY VISIT 


OW241612 Hanoi VNA in English 1524 GMT 24 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 24 -- A Congolese delegation led by Abel Wilson Ndessabeka, 
member of the Central Committee of the Congolese Party of Labour and general secretary 
of the Ministry of Cooperation paid an eight-day visit to Vietnam ending vesterday. 
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During their stay, the Congolese guests paid tribute at the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum and 
visited the late president's home and office. They were cordially received by Tran 
Guynh, member of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee and vice chairman of 
the Council of Ministers; and Nguyen Ngoc Triu, member of the party Central Committee 
and minister of agriculture. 


The delegation had working sessions with concerned organizations and toured some 
economic and cultural establishments. In their contacts with Vietnamese officials, the 
guests praised the zealousness and professional standard of Vietnamese experts working 
in Congo and said that Vietnam's assistance to their country is "completely disinterest- 
ed". [as received] 


Minutes of the working sessions between Vietnam and Congo were signed. At the guests' 
request, Vietnam will send more educational agricultural and health care specialists to 
Congo. The delegation left here for home yesterday, successfully ending its visit to 
Vietnam. 


VO VAN KIET MEETS SOVIET OFFICIALS DURING TRIP 


OW261604 Hanoi VNA in English 1545 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 26 -- Vo Van Kiet, Political Bureau member of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam, vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers 
and chairman of the State Planning Commission, paid a week-long visit to the Soviet 
Union ending today. On March 18, he laid a wreath at the Lenin Mausoleum. 


He held talks with N.I. Ryzhkov, secretary of the C.P.S.U. Central Committee, and N.K. 
Baybakov, member of the C.P.S.U. Central Committee, vice-chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, and chairman of the State Planning Committee of the U.S.S.R. Also present 

at the talks on the Vietnamese side were Dinh Nhc Liem, member of the C.P.V. Central 
Committee, ambassador to the Soviet Union, and Dau Ngoc Xuan, vice-chairman of the State 
Planning Commission. On the Soviet side were P.A. Paskar, alternate member of the 
C.P.S.U. Central Committee, vice-chairman of the State Planning Committee, and N.N. 
Inozemtsev, vice-chairman of the State Planning Committee. 


In a cordial and friendly atmosphere, the two sides exchanged experiences on economic 
management and planning and discussed a cooperation plan between the two countries on 
the basis of the long-term program for development of economic, technical and scientific 
cooperation. 


On March 21, Vo Van Kiet visited the Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic. He was 
cordially received by S.K. Grossu, member of the C.P.S.U. Central Committee and first 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Moldavia. S.K. Grossu 
spoke of the implementation of the resolution of the 26th C.P.S.U. Congress and the 
resolutions of the plenums of the C.P.S.U. Central Committee in Moldavia. V.G. 
Kuturykin, vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers and chairman of the Planning 
Committee of Moldavia, spoke of experiences and the improvement of economic management 
and planning in the republic. 


Vo Van Kiet toured some districts, state farms growing fruit trees, the facilities of 
an agricultural-industrial complex, and some factories in Moldavia. During his sojourn, 
Vice-Chairman Vo Van Kiet was warmly welcomed wherever he went. 
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NGUYEN CO THACH INTERVIEWS ON ASIAN TOUR 


Radio Interview 
BK270622 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Interview with SRV Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach by the Vietnam Radio and Television 
Commission on "Results of his visit to a number of Southeast Asian countries" -- recorded 
-- date and place not given] 


[Text] [Unidentified correspondent] Comrade Minister, [words indistinct] visit to 
Indonesia? 


[Nguyen Co Thach] Indonesia is a great country of the world and has a very important 
role in Southeast Asia [words indistinct]. And, at the same time, Indonesia played a 
very important role in the Bandung Conference, in the cause of uniting the the Afro- 
Asian countries against imperialism, and in the Nonaligned Movement. Indonesia and 
Vietnam have many similarities. In the past 2,000 years, Indonesia was also a victim 

of hegemonism, colonialism, fascist militarism, and imperialism. Today, it is still 

a victim of expansionism and hegemonism from within. Indonesia is the only one among the 
ASEAN countries that waged an armed struggle to liberate itself. [Words indistinct] In 
the U.S. imperialist aggression against the Vietnamese people, Indonesia [passage in- 
distinct]. During this visit, (?we) agreed with each other that we will develop relations 
between the two countries [words indistinct]. This concerns the possibility of [words 
indistinct]. (?The second thing) on which we agreed was that both countries must 


cope with a common threat in Southeast Asia in the long run and share a common 
position, common interests, and common objective, namely peace and stability in 


Southeast Asia. Even so, the two countries have differences over a number of issues 
in Southeast Asia. Both, however, hold that these differences are only temporary 
and that they should be resolved soon and can be resolved in the interests of the 
Southeast Asian peoples and of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 


[Correspondent] Comrade Minister, what were the results of your visit to Australia? 


[Nguyen Co Thach] I can say that they were very good. Australia is ina very special 
position. As far as the culture, social system, economy, and society are concerned, 
Australia belongs to the West. Geographically, however, it is close to the Southeast 
Asian countries. It is precisely for this reason that the Australian people have a very 
direct interest in and are very concerned about the issues of peace and stability 

in Southeast Asia. The Australian people and the Australian Government and Labor 

Party have been from past to present the strongest supporters of the Vietnamese 
people in the struggle against the U.S. aggression against Vietnam and Indochina. 

Since its assumption of power, the Australian Labor Party has pursued a very positive 
policy, paying special attention to peace and stability in Southeast Asia. The visit 

of Australia's minister of foreign affairs, Mr Bill Hayden, to Vietnam and Southeast 
Asia last June contributed to reducing the tension and further enhancing the possibility 
for peace and stability in Southeast Asia. Thus, my visit was for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the exchanges between the two countries since 1983. 


During this visit, the two sides unanimously held that efforts to achieve peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia must be stepped up, the trends toward dialogue promoted, 
and the tendencies toward confrontation checked and pushed back. I must say that 
Australia has a very clear-cut position in condemning the Pol Pot clique and not 
recognizing the so-called Coalition Government of Kampuchea. The government of the 
Australian Labor Party approves of the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea. 
It, however, holds that such a withdrawal should not lead to Pol Pot's return to 
Kampuchea. 
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Correspondent] Comrade Minister, why was it that while we have consistently maintained 
p to now that the Chinese threat is the main cause of the tense situation in Southeast 
gia, you said during this trip that the elimination of Pol Pot is the key issue? 


Nguyen Co Thach] The truth is that we have consistently maintained this unchanged 
ontention. That 1s, we still hold that the Chinese threat remains the chief, 

rincipal cause undermining peace and stability in Southeast Asia and that it is a 
ifrect threat to the Indochinese countries. The main tool for China to implement 

his threat, however, is Pol Pot. Only by using Pol Pot as a tool can China create 

he so-called Kampuchea issue to oppose the Kampuchean people and the three Indochinese 
ountries and be able to push Thailand and a number of other ASEAN countries into 
ipposing the three Indochinese countries, thereby causing instability in Southeast 
ia. Therefore, the elimination of Pol Pot is the key issue now. The elimination of 
‘ol Pot is the key issue because eliminating Pol Pot means eliminating China's current 
lain tool for its threat, thus creating conditions for completely eliminating the 
hinese threat. Eliminating Pol Pot also means eliminating the use of Thai territory 
© oppose the Kampuchean people and the three Indochinese countries. Doing so will 
.lgo create conditions for the eventual complete elimination of the use of Thai 
erritory to oppose the three Indochinese countries. Therefore, eliminating Pol Pot 
wans creating favorable conditions for resolving the problem of peace and stability 

it the vorders between China and the three Indochinese countries as well as the problem 
'f peace and stability at the borders between Thailand and the three Indochinese 
ountries. For this reason, we hold that this is the key issue. At the same time, 

re still stress that the Chinese danger [nguy cow] remains the main danger. 


Correspondent] Reporting on your trip, Mr Minister, the Western press has mentioned 
1 solution to the so-called Kampuchean question. What is the truth? Please let us 


‘now your opinion on this. 


‘Nguyen Co Thach) Our view is that to achieve lasting peace and stability in Southeast 
isia it is necessary to have an overall solution for the Southeast Asian problem, but 
such a solution is very complicated because it involves many issues and many countries. 
(herefore, it is most practical to solve the problem gradually. We must solve the 
sroblem step by step and arrive at partial solutions as clearly pointed out in the 
joint communique of the conference held in Vientiane in January 1984 by the foreign 
ninisters of the three Indochinese countries. 


Juring our visit to Australia, that country and Vietnam agreed that an initial solution 
for peace and stability in Southeast Asia will include the five factors listed below: 


L. Withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea; 

2. Complete eliminationof Pol Pot, who constitutes a political and military force, and 

iis accomplices in order to establish a zone of security along the border between 

Thailand and Kampuchea; 

3. Restoration of peace and stability along the borders between China and the Indochinese 
sountries, between China and Vietnam, between China and Laos, and between Thailand and Laos; 
4. Free general elections in Kampuchea without the participation of Pol Pot and his 


accomplices; 
5. International guarantees and supervision of the matters that have been agreed upon. 


These are the five factors that, we think, will lead to an initial solution for peace 
and stability in Southeast Asia. 
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[Correspondent] Comrade, do you have any comments on the Chinese foreign minister's 
statement that it is necessary to realize the Kampuchean people's right to self- 
determination through the formation of a coalition government of all Kampuchean 
factions? 


[Nguyen Co Thach] First of all, we must affirm that no one has the right to discuss 
how the Kampuchean people's right to self-determination should be realized and who 
should be included in or excluded from the government. The right to self-determination 
of the Kampuchean people is inviolable, and it can only be decided by the Kampuchean 
people themselves. Secondly, what is the right to self-determination of the 
Kampuchean people? What is their most elementary right? It is the right to live with 
the complete elimination of the danger of Pol Pot and his accomplices returning to 
Kampuchea. This is the most fundamental right of the Kampuchean people at present. 

It is very absurd that people are using the pretext of what they call respect for 

the Kampuchean people's right to self-determination to reimpose Pol Pot and the 
criminal gang that killed the Kampuchean people as their victims, the Kampuchean 
people, who have just been saved from death. This is, therefore, the most brazen 
violation of an elementary right of man and of a nation. 


China's demand for the formation of a coalition government of all factions in 
Kampuchea, including Pol Pot, is a very dangerous precedent. This means that in the 
future, China may very well demand that other Southeast Asian countries include in 
their governments pro-Beijing opposition forces, and everyone knows that the 
Southeast Asian countries have learned bitter lessons from their experience with 
China. 


[Correspondent] Comrade, please clarify whom you are talking about in referring 
to Pol Pot and his accomplices. 


{Nguyen Co Thach] The PRK has on many occasions made clear the make-up of Pol Pot 

and his accomplices. The accomplices of Pol Pot are ail those who follow the latter 

in opposing the rebirth of the Kampuchean people, thus including the so-called coalition 
government at present. However, the PRK has a very lenient policy. It has declared 
time and again that if the current collaborators with Pol Pot renounce him, terminate 
their cooperation with him, lay down their arms, and respect the constitution, they 

will have rights of citizenship, meaning the right to vote and run for office in 

a free, general election under international supervision. 


Regarding this issue, we know that over the past 5 years some 150,000 persons in 
Kampuchea who formerly cooperated with Pol Pot have cut off their cooperation with 

Pol Pot, left the Pol Pot ranks, laid down their arms, and respected the constitution, 
and at present they are leading a normal life like other citizens and enjvoying the 
rights to vote and run for office. 


[Correspondent] Comrade Minister, please tell us whether the prospect of regional! 
situation is better than before. 


[Nguyen Co Thach] After 5 years, we feel clearly that following this trip that the 
current regional situation is better than before. This is because the trend toward 
dialogue and nonconfrontation is growing increasingly stronger, and no one is now 
demanding that Vietnam unilaterally withdraw its troops in accordance with the UN 
resolution as before. And, particularly, the third point is that with the exception 
of China and Pol Pot, everyone now wants to eliminate Pol Pot and considers him 

the main obstacle to all solutions for Southeast Asia and, especially, for Kampuchea. 


[Correspondent] Comrade Minister, is there the possibility that there might be no 
overall or partial solutions? 
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(Nguyen Co Thach] We are now very optimistic. We feel that the situation is possibly 
leading to a solution. But, on the other hand, we must be prepared to cope with the 
possibility that there might not be a solution. Should this happen, as the situation 
has been developing satisfactorily despite the absence of a solution as we have seen 
over the past 5 years, the situation will continue to be better. Over the past 

5 years the situation in Kampuchea and the three Indochinese countries as a whole has 
developed in such a satisfactory manner that Vietnam and Kampuchea have decided on 
annual troop withdrawals. We already withdrew some of our troops from Kampuchea 

in 1982 and 1983 and will continue to do so in 1984. And, if the situation continues 
to develop in a fine manner like this, Vietnam and Kampuchea will decide to withdraw 
a large number of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea in the next 5 or 10 years, and, 
by then, the Kampuchean question will no longer exist. 


[Correspondent] The press in Thailand has made extensive comments on your failure 
to meet Foreign Minister Sitthi as scheduled. What is this all about? 


[Nguyen Co Thach] Upon my arrival in Bangkok on 19th [of March] I had contracted a 
sore throat while enroute from Australia to Bangkok. I am very sorry that my doctor 
forbade me to work for a week. Therefore, I informed Thai Foreign Minister Sitthi 
Sawetsila that I was very sorry I could not meet him and hoped to meet him at a 
later date. He sent me his regards and also hoped that we will meet again later. 


[Correspondent] Thank you, comrade. 
VNA Interview 
OW270837 Hanoi VNA in English 0712 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 27 -- Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach has said that the 
elimination of Pol Pot is essential to the solution of peace and stability in Southeast 
Asia. He was replying to questions in an interview with VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY and the 
Vietnam Radio and Television Commission following his just concluded visits to 
Indonesia and Australia. Here is the text of the interview: 


Question 1: What are results of your visit to Indonesia? 


Answer: Indonesia plays an important role in the world in general and more 
particularly in Southeast Asia. Indonesia ranks fifth in the world in terms of 
population. Indonesia has played an important role in the Afro~Asian movement and 
the Nonaligned Movement. Indonesia is the current chairman of ASEAN. There are many 
similarities in the history of struggle of the Indonesian and Vietnamese peoples. 
Over the past 2,000 years, Indonesia, like Vietnam, has been a victim successively 

of hegemonism, colonialism, fascism and imperialism. Indonesia is the only ASEAN 
member to have won independence through armed struggle. At present, Indonesia still 
has to cope with the threat of hegemonism mainly from within. What is particularly 
significant is that there has never been an armed conflict between Vietnam and 
Indonesia. During the U.S. war of aggression against Vietnam, Indonesia was the 

only ASEAN member not involved in this war. Later, it participated in the international 
committee set up following the signing of the Paris agreement on Vietnam in 1973. 


Over the past five years, in the collusion between China and the ASEAN against the three 
Indochinese countries, unlike other ASEAN countries, Indonesia has not been hostile 
to us. For these reasons, we set very great store by our relations with Indonesia. 
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My visit to Indonesia this time came in the wake of new and very important events in the 
relations between the two countries: The Vietnam visit of General L.B. Murdani, 
commander-in-chief of the Indonesian Army, and the Vietnam-Indonesia seminar in Hanoi 

on Scutheast Asian problems. In my discussion with Indonesian leaders, the two sides 
reached consensus on the need to broaden our bilateral cooperation in all fields. The 
present limitations lie in the two countries' capacities. Both sides also shared the 
same view on the long-term and major threats to the region and the same objective of 
building peace and stability in Southeast Asia. The two sides acknowledged the existence 
of differences between the two countries over a number of questions related to Southeast 
Asia, but were of the view that these are not conflicts between Southeast Asian nations 
but rather temporary differences which should be solved early to me=: the aspiration of 
the Southeast Asian peoples and in the interest of peace and stability in the region. 


Question 2: What are the results of your visit to Australia? 


Answer: Very good. Australia holds a very special position. It has the culture and 
socio-political system of the West but is situated in the East Asia-Pacific region and 
is a close neighbour of the Southeast Asian nations. That is why, the Australian people 
want very much to have friendly relations and cooperation with the Southeast Asian peo- 
ples and aredeeply interested in peace and stability of this region. With regard to 
Vietnam in particular the Australian people and Labour Party were among the most active 
participants in the world people's movement against the U.S. war of aggression in 
Vietnan. 


Since coming into power, the Australian Labour government has adopted a positive policy 
toward peace and stability in Southeast Asia, beginning with its Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Bill Hayden's trip to Vietnam and Southeast Asia in June 1983. The trip has 
greatly contributed to reducing tension in Southeast Asia. My visit to Australia this 
time was aimed at continuing the exchange of views between the two countries which began 
last year. Its big outcome is that the two sides have agreed upon the necessity to step 
up efforts in relaxing tension in Southeast Asia on the basis of the respect for equal 
security for all countries in the region. The Australian side, with its favourable 
position, will continue its efforts to encourage the dialogue between countries directly 
concerned with the situation in Southeast Asia, and repel confrontation in the region. 
Australia has reaffirmed its position of condemning the genocidal Pol Pot gang and not 
recognizing the so-called "Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea". The Australian 
side has agreed that Vietnam should withdraw its troops from Kampuchea but this must not 
lead to the return of the Pol Pot clique in Kampuchea. 


Question 3: We have so far maintained that China's threat is the main cause of tension 
in Southeast Asia. Why in this visit did you say that the liquidation of Pol Pot is the 
key? 


Answer: That's true. The Chinese rulers’ expansionist and hegewonistic policy is the 
basic cause that undermines peace and stability in Southeast Asia. It is also a direct 
threat toward the independence and security of the three Indochinese countries. China 
is now using Pol Pot as the main tool to create the so-called "Kampuchea problem" in 
order to oppose the Kampuchean people and to set Thailand and scme other ASEAN countries 
against the three Indochinese countries. So, to get rid of Pol Pot now is the key prob- 
lem because it means the liquidation of China's main instrument of threat toward the 
Indochinese countries and the liquidation in the main of the use of Thai territory 
against the three Indochinese counties as well. To do away with Pol Pot will help bring 
about peace agreements between China and Indochina as well as between Thailand and 
Indochina. 
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Question 4: The Western press said that you had discussed a solution to the so-called 
"Kampuchea problem"; what is the truth about this? 


Answer: We still hold that to establish a durable peace and stability needs a global 
solution. That's the best solution. However, a global solution will be a very 
complicated process since it involves many problems and concerns many countries. It 
is, therefore, necessary to move stop by [words indistinct] and achieve this goal 
through partial solutions as mentioned in the Jan. 29, 1984 communique of the Lao, 
Kampuchean and Vietnamese foreign ministers conference in Vientiane. During my 
Australia trip, Australia and Vietnam have agreed that the initial solution to peace 
and stability in Southeast Asia will include the following factors: 


-- Vietnamese troops will withdraw from Kampuchea. 

-- The liquidation of Pol Pot and his accomplices as a political and military force, and 
the setting up of a safe zone on both sides of the Thai-Kampuchean border. 

-- Security on the common borders between China and Vietnam, between China and Laos 

and between Thailand and Laos. 

-~- Free general election without Pol Pot and his accomplices. 

-- International guarantees and supervision of what has been agreed upon. 


Question 5: Have you any comments to make upon the Chinese foreign minister's statement 
that the Kampuchean peoples right to self-determination should be effected through the 
formation of a coalition government grouping all parties concerned in Kampuchea? 


Answer: It should be made clear that nobody can intervene in Kampuchea's internal 
affairs. The Kampuchean people's self-determination can be achieved only when their 
minimum right to live without being threatened by the genocidal Pol Pot clique and his 
accomplices is secured. Oddly enough, the Kampuchean people's self-determination has 
been used as a pretext to reimpose the genocidal Pol Pot regime on them, victims of 
Pol Pot, who have been saved from death. This is completely contrary to the most 
fundamental human and national rights. The Chinese foreign minister's suggestion about 
the formation of a coalition government in Kampuchea that includes even the genocidal 
Pol Pot clique, lackeys of Beijing, presents a very dangerous precedent for China's 
demand that Southeast Asian countries accept pro-Chinese opposition forces sharing 
power in those countries. All Southeast Asian countries have had a bitter lessons on 
this score. 


Question 6: Could you elaborate on the composition of "Pol Pot and accomplices"? 


Answer: The People's Republic of Kampuchea has made it clear that to be considerd as 
Pol Pot's accomplices all persons in his ranks including those who take part in 

the socalled "coalition government". In many countries the criminals and accomplices 
are punished by law. On the other hand, the People's Republic of Kampuchea is observing 
a lenient policy towards those who have terminated or who would early terminate their 
collaboration with Pol Pot. The People's Republic of Kampuchea has made it clear that 
anybody, who is now cooperating with Pol Pot but who breaks with him and abides by the 
constitution, will be granted citizenship, meaning he will have the right to elect and 
to stand for election in a free general election to be conducted under international 
supervision. In the past five years, 150,000 people, who have broken with Pol Pot, 
laid down their arms and respected the constitution, have been granted citizenship in 
Kampuchea. 


Question 7: How do you assess the regional situation? Has it improved compared with 
the past? 
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Answer: Through my visit I know that the general trend in the region for an early 
peaceful settlement of the situation is growing stronger and stronger. Nobody has 
mentioned the UN resolution urging Vietnam's unilateral withdrawal from Kampuchea. 
The general trend, except China and the Pol Pot clique, is that the elimination of 
Pol Pot and his accomplices, is the key to a solution to the urgent issues. 


Question 8: Is there the possibility that neither a global nor a partial solution can 
be reached? 


Answer: We also have to consider the possibility of no solution. Experiences from the 
past five years have indicated that if the present situation continues, then the three 
Indochinese countries, though still facing many difficulties, will continue developing 
and growing. And if the situation in Kampuchea continues to develop satisfactorily as 
it did during the past five years, then Vietnam and Kampuchea will be able to continue 
the gradual annual withdrawal of Vietnamese volunteer troops from Kampuchea in conform- 
ity with the Indochinese summit conference's statement in February 1983. 


In this way, within the next five to ten years, a major part of the Vietnamese volunteer 
troops will be pulled out of Kampuchea. Then the so-called "Kampuchean problem" will 
no longer exist. 


Question 9: The Thai press has commented a lot on your failure to meet with Foreign 
Minister Sitthi as scheduled. 


Answer: I got a sore throat on my way back from Australia. My doctor asked me not 
to work for a week. 


I have conveyed my regrets to Foreign Minister Sitthi for being unable to meet with 
him and expressed my hope to see him later. He has sent me his sympathy, and said he 
hoped so, too. 


MERDEKA Interview 
BK261241 Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 16 Mar 84 pp l1, 11 


[Report on "exclusive interview" with SRV Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach conducted 
during his 11-13 Marchvisit to Indonesia -- date, place not given] 


[Text] Jakarta, Thursday [15 March] -- Kampuchea's internal affairs must be resolved 
by the Kampuchean people themselves and nobody can interfere with it; this isa basic 
problem and must be respected. This was stated by SRV Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach in an exclusive interview with MERDEKA before he left Indonesia last Tuesday 
[13 March]. NguyenCo Thach added that, judging from the reality in Kampuchea, no one 
in this world would permit the Pol Pot clique to restore its power on Kampuchea soil 
under whatever name to continue murdering the Kampuchean people. 


One the self-determination of the Kampuchean people, Nguyen Co Thach said that, first 
of all, the Kampuchean people's right to live is no longer under the threat of annihila- 
tion by the Pol Pot clique. 


On national reconciliation in Kampuchea, he said that this problem has been made clear 
in the 18 September 1982 statement by Kampuchean Foreign Minister Hun Sen which stated 
that all Kampuchean nationals who had cooperated in the past and are still cooperating 
with Pol Pot will enjoy their rights as citizens, including the right to vote and to 
be elected in the general elections under international supervision, if they abandon 
the Pol Pot front and respect the PRK Constitution. 
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Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach said that all Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea wili be 
withdrawn if the PRC stops its threat. He added that Vietnamese troops had been 
withdrawn twice from Kampuchea: First, after France ceased its aggressive war in 1954, 
and second, when the United States ceased its aggressive war in 1973. Nguyen Co Thach 
went on to say that, depending on the condition, security situation, and stability in 
Kampuchea, a number of Vietnamese troops will again bc withdrawn from Kampuchean 
territory each year. He said that Vietnamese troops had been withdrawn twice in 1982 
and 1983, and this year a number of troops will again be withdrawn from Kampuchea. 


Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach pointed out that to ensure an immediate total withdrawal 
of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea, the PRC must stop its activities using Thailand 
as a sanctuary for Pol Pot, who is out to oppose the revival of the Kampuchean people. 


On Australian-Vietnamese relations, he said they have improved in the last 2 years, as 
have Vietnam's relations with a number of Western countries. Nguyen Co Thach made 
clear that the reason Vietnam's relations with Australia and several Western countries 
have improved was because Australia and the Western countries concerned want to see 
the realization of stability and peace in Southeast Asia. Besides, he said, they also 
want to see the improvement of relations between ASEAN and the Indochinese countries. 
However, Vietnam's relations with Japan remain bad, Nguyen Co Thaca said, adding that 
Japan wanted to continue to see a confrontation between ASEAN and the Indochinese 
countries. 


Touching on relations with the United States, Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach said 
they have not been improved yet because Washington is still playing the "China card" 
and is still hostile toward Vietnam and other Indochinese countries. Despite this, 
he said, there has been cooperation between the United States and Hanoi lately in the 
context of recovering U.S. war victims or U.S. soldiers missing in Vietnam. 


Although Indonesia and Vietnam have different social systems, the two countries have 
basic similarities. Both have experienced aggression and intervention and even now 
remain threatened by the most populous country in the world, Foreign Minister Nguyen 

Co Thach said. The two countries stood up to free themselves and won their independence 
in the same month and same year -- that is, in August 1945. Foreign Minister Nguyen 
Co Thach added that in Vietnam there is a well known saying, "There is nothing more 
precious than independence and freedom," and in Indonesia there is a similar saying, 
"We love peace, but we love independence and freedom more." 

According to Nguyen Co Thach, other similarities are that Vietnam pursues a policy of 
"national resilience." Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach went on to say that both 
Indonesia and Vietnam have the same long-term vision and interest in view of the threat 
against Southeast Asia, which we must face together in the year 2000 and beyond. 


Vietnam and Indonesia, Nguyen Co Thach said, share the view that all differences must 
be resolved peacefully to strengthen unity, friendship, and cooperation to transform 
Southeast Asia into a zone of peace and stability free from imperialist, colonialist, 
and expansionist inter’ ion. 


Based n these factors, the two countries, according to Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach, 
have been able to resolve all differences peacefully as well as strengthen economic, 
trade, scientific, and military cooperation. 
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Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach said that Vietnam wholeheartedly supports the 
normalization of relations between the two giants, the Soviet Union and the PRC, 
because this involves the interest of peace and friendship among nations. If China 
wants to establish good relations with other countries, with the Soviet Union for 
example, they it will also restore its relations with Vietnam in the future, he said. 


Judging from the history of the last 40 years, the PRC has always made an exchange 
between friends and enemies, Nguyen Co Thach said, adding that the PRC readily Leaves 
its trusted friend to join with the most dangerous enemy. As an example, Nguyen Co 
Thach pointed out that in the past the PRC allied itself with the Soviet Union in con- 
fronting the United States and Japan, but now the PRC has joined the United States and 
Japan to confront the Soviet Union. 


In the past, Nguyen Co Thach said, the PRC was Vietnam's close friend, but later Vietnam 
was betrayed and attacked. He said the PRC even compromised with the United States on 
the Taiwan problem, Now the PRC continues to support the Po] Pot clique in opposing 

the revival of the Kampuchean people. One day Beijing will abandon the Pol Pot clique 

if another opportunity arises which it regards as more beneficial to it, he said. 

One thing is clear -- the PRC will be defeated if it supports this clique at any price, 
Nguyen Co Thach concluded his interview with MERDEKA. 


LE FIGARO Interview 
PM271543 Paris LE FIGARO in French 26 Mar 84 p 4 


[Interview with Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach conducted by Francois 
Nivolon in Bangkok on 23 March] 


[Text] Bangkok -- "There is one absolutely vital condition for restoring peace and 
security to Southeast Asia -- removing the Khmer Rouge and their associates from the 
scene once and for all," Mr Nguyen Co Thach told me on Fridav before returniny to 
Hanoi after a tour of Australia and Indonesia, The Vietnamese foreign minister answered 
my questions in a very quiet voice and his remarks were interrupted by coughing fits. 
Tt was also in a barely audible tone that he conversed for a few minutes with three 
diplomats, including the Indonesian ambassador to Hanoi who had come to greet him at 
Bangkok Airport. 


Mr Nguyen Co Thach said he was very satisfied with his official visits to Indonesia 
and Australia. "In Jakarta," he said, "we observed some progress in the rapprochement 
between ASEAN's position and ours. We will only reach a solution gradually." It is 
worth noting that Indonesia is at present ASEAN chairman and, in that capacity, is 
responsible for dialogue between that organization and Vietnam on the subject of 
Kampuchea. 


"We have always completely rejected a unilateral withdrawal of our troops situated in 
Kampuchean territory,'’ Mr Thach also told me, "but we agree to negotiate on the appeal 
launched by ASEAN for us to withdraw our troops from Kampuchea provided ASEAN is 
prepared to discuss our proposal. With a view to possible talks, we have given, and 
still give, our agreement to the offer from HCR representative [as published] Mr Hun 
Sen, for discussions between all the ASEAN countries on the one hand and Vietnam and 
Laos on the other."’ Mr Hun Sen and the foreign minister of Heng Samrin's regime would 
not take part in them and would be represented by Vietnam and Laos. 
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Chinese Silence 


"The proposal" to which Nguyen Co Thach referred during our conversation is the one 

on the solution to the problem of the Khmer-Thai border. To be more specific, Vietnam 
is demanding a complete end to all aid -- especially that of China which is by far the 
biggest -- to the guerrillas fighting in Kampuchean territory, not far from the Thai 
border, aginst the pro-Vietnamese regime in power in Phnom Penh. The guerrillas are 

the Khmer Rouge, the supporters of Sihanouk and Mr Son Sann, chairman of the Khmer 
People's National Liberation Front. In the present state of affairs, it is very im- 
probable that Vietnam's "propos..." could be discussed by ASEAN. Indonesia would 
certainly be inclined to study this proposal. But it must also maintain solidarity with 
the other ASEAN member states. 


As for China, it is obviously in no way prepared to withdraw its financial and military 
aid which is largely given to the Khmer Rouge fighter. Nonetheless Nguyen Co Thach is 
not too pessimistic: "China has not given a positive reply to our approaches but nor 
has it given a negative reply." 


In reply to my last question on a possible role for Prince Sihanouk, the foreign 
minister said: "First, and this is vital, the associates of Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge, 
which I mentioned a few minutes ago, must ostensibly and definitively dissociate 
themselves from the Khmer Rouge." These associates, whom the minister did not name 
openly, are, of course, Sihanouk and Son Sann. 


Mr Nguyen Co Thach canceled the scheduled talks with his Thai counterpart General 
Sitthi on the grounds of his poor state of health. Moreover he did not meet with 
anybody during his stopover in Bangkok. The Thai Government took offense at the 
cancelation of the talks. 


NHAN DAN HAILS THACH VISIT TO INDONESIA, AUSTRALIA 


OW271433 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 27 war 84 
[NHAN DAN 27 March Commentary: ‘Our People's Just Stance and Peace Policy" ] 


[Text] Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach's visit to Inuonesia and Australia has 
attracted great attention from regional and world public opinion because everyone is 
concerned over the process and prospects of a settlement of hot issues in this strategic 
region of our planet. Comrade Nguyen Co Thach was solemnly received by the governments 
of the aforesaid countries. He held important talks with the leaders of these 

countries and exchanged upright, positive, and useful views on issues of mutual concern 
as well as on regional and international issues. 


Comrade Nguyen Co Thach's tour revealed that the trend to dialogue in the region is 
continuing to develop and that the policy of inciting confrontation is going bankrupt 
and astray and is welcomed by no one except the authors of this policy. The leaders 
and the local press in both Indonesia and Australia unanimously voiced only one desire 
and agreed with our people on the need to build peace and stability in Southeast Asia, 
although they still have some differences on the measures to reach this goal. 


We are glad that public opinion in these two countries as wel] asin the region has 
come to realize that the main threat to peace and stability iin Southeast Asia is the 
hegemonistic and expansionistic policy of the Chinese rulers in collusion with U.S. 
imperialism and that our people as well as the peoples of the other Indochinese 
countries have truly been victims of this threat for many years now. This change in 
the consciousness of many Southeast Asian political circles in important. The wall of 
encirclement, slander, and isolation erected around us by the enemy is being cracked 
and many chunks have collapsed. 
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People of understanding and good will acknowledge that our people are stalwart comba- 

tants in the struggle to protect their independence and have no greater desire than to 
live in peace and friendship with their neighboring and regional countries as well as 

all other countries and to contribute to building peace in Southeast Asia and the rest 
of the world. 


The greatest and most important issue at present is to put an end to China's threat to 
this region. In implementing its hegemonistic and expanisonistic policy, China has used 
the Pol Pot clique as its main tool to oppose the Kampuchean people's revival, Vietnam, 
and Laos; pitted Thailand and the ASEAN countries against the three Indochinese coun- 
tries; and caused confrontation, tension, division, and suspicion in the region with a 
view to supporting its global stragety. Therefore, in order to end the Chinese threat 
and insure peace andstability in Southeast Asia, it is necessary toexpel the Po] Pot 
clique. This is the present key and most pressing issue. This is thekey to opening the 
road toward a solution of peace between China and Indochina and between Thailand and Indo- 
china so as to gradually advance toward a stable, genuine peace in Southeast Asia. 


Public opinion in Indonesia and Australia as well as in the entire region, except those 
of China and the Pol Pot clique, also considers the expulsion of the clique and its 
accomplices -- a military and political force -- as the key point of a solution to the 
pressing problems. Any attempt to impose aa absurd solution on Kampuchea, demanding the 
Vietnamese volunteer troops’ unilateral withdrawal fromthat country while the Pol Pot 
clique, a lackey and tool of China, is allowed to act freely in Thai-Kampuchean border 
areas, and to bring the Pol Pot clique back to Kampuchea, will fail pitifully. This 
attempt constitutes a move to brazenly trample on the Kampuchean people's right to 
self-determination. 


Our people's just stance, good will for veace, and rational and sensible constructive pro- 
posal advanced through Minister Nguyen Co Thach's tour have been further clarified be- 
fore world public opinion. We contend that the three Indochinese countries and the ASEAN 
states have a common, lasting, and basic interest in maintaining a lastiny and stable 
peace in Southeast Asia, in permanently terminating all foreign interferences, and in 
concentrating efforts on settling the pressing problems of each country and on building 
and developing each country's economy. 


Like the peoples of the ASEAN countries, our people also have the earnest desire to co- 
exist peacefully and develop the relations of cooperation, friendship, and good neigh- 
borliness for the sake of each country's peace and prosperity. The three Indochinese 
peoples as well as the Chinese people can employ a common interest ~-- that is, peace 

-- and concentrate efforts to national construction. 


Now as before, we have always treasured the long-standing solidarity and friendship with 
the Chinese people and considered the relations of friendship between the three Indo- 
chinese countries and China as a very important factor for maintaining peace and stability 
in Southeast Asia. The current abnormal situation between Vietnam and China has not been 
caused by the Vietnamese people and is of no good to either side. We want to reassert 
our rational and sensible proposals aimed at restoring the relations of friendship and 
neighborliness with China on the basis of the principles of peaceful coexistence, at Dring- 
ing peace to the Sino-Vietnamese border areas, and at resuming the talks between the 

two countries at any time and anywhere to normalize the relations between the 


Minister Nguyen Co Thach's visit toIndoesia and Australia reflected our people's will 
for peace, constituted a positive contribution to peace and stability in Southeast Asia, 
and created an atmosphere f dialogue and cooperation among the regional countries. The 
peace policy of Vietnam and the two other Indochinese countries is a consistent reality, 
basis, and viewpoint regarding involvement in settling all issues in Indochina in 


Southeast Asia. 


IV. 28 Mar 84 AUSTRALASIA M1 


AUSTRALIA 


HAYDEN CALLS FOR BAN ON CHEMICAL WEAPONS 


BK2/0605 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0430 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] The foreign minister, Mr Hayden, has called for urgent international action 

to destroy and outlaw chemical weapons. Mr Hayden was commenting in Canberra on a 
report by a special United Nations scientific committee which agreed unanimously that 
chemical weapons have been used in the Gulf war between Iraq and Iran. The foreign 
minister said it now seemed certain that there had been many hundreds of victims 

of chemical weapons in the war. The UN committee found that mustard gas and the nerve 
agent, Tabun, had been used. Mr Hayden said there could be no justification for the 
use of what he called barbaric weapons. 


Both Iran and Iraq are parties to the 1925 Geneva Protocol prohibiting the use of 
chemical weapons. The special UN committee comprising scientists from Australia, 
Spain, Switzerland, and Sweden spent almost a week in lran investigating claims 

of a chemical warfare. They visited the front near Ahvaz in western Iran and also 
analyzed soil samples containing chemical substances. A number of Iranian hospitals 
were also visited. 


MELBOURNE NOTES SITTHI REMARKS ON KAMPUCHEA TALKS 


BK271327 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 1110 GMT 27 Mar 84 
[From the ‘Australian Insight" program moderated by (Owen Cole)] 


[Text] The Australian capital, Canberra, has recently been the venue for an attempt to 
find a solution to the problems of Kampuchea. In December 1978, Vietnamese troops 
invaded Kampuchea and overthrew the government of Pol Pot. The Vietnamese established 
a government under Heng Samrin, and a continued rule backed by Vietnamese troops has 
caused tension in the region. 


Important developments have taken place in the last 2 weeks as a result of two visitors 
to the country. Vietnam's foreign minister, Mr Nguyen Co Thach, visited recently, and 
this week Thailand's foreign minister, Air Chief Marshal [ACM] Sitthi Sawetsila is 

in the national capital. So, what is the role of the Australian Government in this 
problem? From Canberra, John Lombard reports: 


[Begin recording] [Lombard] When the Labor government came to power in Canberra just 
over a year ago, the prime minister, Mr Bob Hawke, felt there was a contribution 
Australia could make in the Kampuchean impasse because of its good relations with 
Hanoi, with Beijing, and with the anticommunist governments of the member states 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, ASEAN. He asked the foreign minister, 
Bill Hayden, to see if anything could be done. 


Mr Hayden's initial moves were tentative and did not get a very good response from 
ASEAN. Vietnam was interested on the other hand, possibly because the Labor Party 

has a policy of reintroducing aid for that country. But recently events have 

moved quite quickly. Vietnam's foreign minister, Nguyen Co Thach, a wily politician, 
flew in to Canberra a fortnight ago and announced what was described as anew element 
in Vietnam's position on Kampuchea. He raised the prospect of withdrawing his troops 
and said Vietnam was interested in discussing Kampuchea as a separate issue from the 
general question of regional security. That meant he was happy to discuss Kampuchea 
in isolation away from other issues, such as the American military presence in the 
region. 
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From Bangkok, the Thai foreign minister, ACM Sitthi, said there was nothing new. But 
since arriving in Canberra this week, he changed his view: 


[Sitthi] It has been reported that recently the Vietnamese side has demonstrated an 
uncharacteristic modification of its stand on Kampuchea by claiming that Vietnam is 
finally willing to discuss the problem as a matter of priority. While we should 
welcome any positive move or shift by Vietnam, no matter how small a wake, a note 

of caution needs to be sounded. It is necessary for Vietnam to further clarify its 
stand before any forward movement towards a solution can be ascertained. We urge the 
Vietnamese leaders to demonstrate their sincerity and earnestness. 


[Lombard] So, while ACM Sitthi was expressing caution about the Vietnamese new 
element, he was not rejecting it. In fact, most diplomats hearing the Thai foreign 
minister were surprised at his moderation. It's seen as significant that the Thai 
Government which is the strongest of the six members of ASEAN in opposition to Vietnam, 
left the door open for further talks with Vietnam. 


{[Sitthi] I want to press on Mr Co Thach on that problem -- not only on his proposal, 
on the Vientiane proposal, or the proposal he made here, but also on our proposal. 
What he can accept, what he cannot accept, and why. I don't think ASEAN will rule 
out any meeting with Mr Co Thach later on. In fact, I leave it up to my chairman, 

Mr Mokhtar. He is going to the Soviet Union -- and I think he is going (?o0n a trip 
around) the Soviet Union -- and talk to Mr Gromyko in Moscow next month and see how 
the Soviets' view about our own problems in our region. 


[Lombard] ACM Sitthi said that the next move would be to get ASEAN together to con- 
sider a scenario that would be acceptable to both sides and not only to Vietnam, but 
also for the Kampuchean people. But he added that the iact that Vietnam was willing 
to talk was a new element. And he considered that the topic -- that's Kampuchea in 
isolation -- was also a new element. But Thailand and the other ASEAN countries 
still have their own elements which have not changed. It is mot much progress but, 

as an experienced diplomat commented later, at least the Australian Government had 
been able to provide an opportunity for both sides to give just a little. Any further 
action on Kampuchea may now be up to the participants. [end recording] 


BRIEFS 


DEVELOPMENT AID TO INDONESIA -- Australia will give Indonesia about $200 million 
fAustralian] in development aid over the next 3 or 4 years under an agreement 
signed in Jakarta. The agreement was signed by the Australian ambassador to Indonesia 
and the director general for foreign economic affairs of the Indonesian Foreign 
Ministry. The aid is for technical training for industrial, agriculture, and mineral 
development, and other areas highlighted in Indonesia's fourth 5-year development 
plan which targets next month. [Summary] [Melbourne Overseas Service in English 

0430 GMT 23 Mar 84 BK] 


URANIUM RESERVES -- The Bureau of Mineral Resources has substantilaly increased 
its estimate of Australia's deposits of uranium that would be economically viable 
to recover. The bureau now estimates that the deposits total 470,000 tons -- an 


increase cf 160,000 tons on its previous estimate 12 months ago. It says Australia 
is now estimated to have almost one third of the Western world's recoverable 
uranium. [Excerpt] [Melbourne Overseas Service in English 1230 GMT 20 Mar 84 BK] 


SECURITY TIGHTENED AFTER ISLAMIC GROUP'S THREATS 


——. — ~_—- — - 


BK261404 Hong Kong AFP in English {$353 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Excerpt] Jakarta, March 26 (AFP) -- Security has been tightened at all Indonesian 
international airports and sea ports since a radical Moslem group made death threats 
against the American, Bri ish, French and Italian communities here, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said here today. Security has also been increased at the four embassies con- 
cerned, he said. However, the spokesman said that the threat should not | be | 
exaggerated and stressed the efficiency of Indonesia's security forces. "There could 
be no danger from within Indonesia itself," he said, adding that any action would have 
to be launched from outside the country. 


The U.S., French, British and Icalian Embassies last Wednesday and Thursday received 
letters signed the "Islamic Jihad", or Holy War, threatening some 13,000 citizens from 
the four countries who live here. The letters said the action would avenge the conflict 
in Lebanon, where troops from the four countries formed the multinational peacekeeping 
force, The Foreign Ministry spokesman said that the Islamic Jihad movement was a Shiah 
Moslem movement based in Lebanon. Although the letter was posted in this country, this 
did not signify that Indonesian elements were responsible, he said. 


The Foreign Ministry has received a number of phone calls from foreign firms inquiring 
on the matter, the spokesman said. 


Security had been stepped up at all points of entry to prevent terrorists or explosives 
coming in, he said. Some guards in civilian clothes have been posted at the four embas- 


sies, he added. 


The Italian and the French and British Embassies confirmed that security had been 
increased on their premises. The U.S. Embassy refused to comment. Embassy visitors 
were subject to closer scrutiny, the British, Italian and French Embassies said. Under 
normal circumstances, security measures at the U.S. Embassy are much stricter than those 
at the other three, with visitors being put through metal detector tests. 


Indonesian Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja told the press today that he had 
received no reports on the threats but said the matter was being tackled at director 
veneral level and not ministerial level. 


The daily SINAR PAGI today quoted Mr Sukardi, the parliamentary chairman of the govern- 
ment party, as saying that he was convinced the Islamic Jihad had no connection with 
Indonesian Moslems. Although Indonesia is the biggest Moslem country in terms of popu- 
lation, it is not an Islamic state and does not recognize Islam as its sole official 
religion. 


REPORTAGE ON YUGOSLAVIAN PARLIAMENT GROUP VISIT 


Suharto Receives Srzentic 
BK261441 Jakarta International Service in English 0800 GMT 26 Mar 8&4 


[Text] President of che Yugoslav Parliament now visiting Indonesia Mr Vojo Srzentic 
said he saw many possibilities for Yugoslavia's engagement in the fourth 5-year develop- 
ment plan, Repelita IV, to be launched in Indonesia in April. In his meeting with 
President Suharto during his current visit, he said the Indonesian head of state had 
explained about the plan to him. He believed that there could be many forms of 
Yugoslav participation of [as heard] the implementation of the plan. Mr Srzentic said 
Yugoslavia could also offer loans to finance various projects provided that the same 
conditions were applied on Yugoslav organizations as on other international organiza- 


tions, 
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The Yugoslav parliamentary delegation arrived in Jakarta last Wednesday for a week-long 
visit to Indonesia. During their stay in the country, they have met with House Speaker 
Amir Makhmud and a number of Indonesian leaders. 


Sukardi Discusses Kampuchea 
BK230944 Jakarta Intemational Service in English 0800 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Chairman of the Interparliamentary Board, Mr Sukardi, said that to solve the 
Kampuchean issue, Indonesia will stick to the UN Security Council [as heard] resolutions 
on Kampuchea -- that the problem should be solved by the Kampucheans themselves through 
a free election coupled with the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from the Kampuchean 
soil, 


Mr Sukardi made the statement in a meeting with the visiting Yugoslav parliamentary dele- 
gation led by Yugoslav House Speaker Vojo Srzentic in Jakarta yesterday. He said 
Indonesia paid serious attention to the Kampuchean problem because Kampuchea is a close 
neighbor of the Southeast Asian region. Indonesia has therefore tried to get in touch 
with both the Coalition Government of Kampuchea and the Government of Vietnam. This 
could be proved by the recent visit of Indonesian Armed Forces Commander-in-Chief 
General L.B. Murdani to Vietnam. Indonesia also has its envoy in Hanoi. This means, 
Mr Sukardi said, Indonesia wants to maintain friendship withwhomever |words indistinct ] 
the Kampuchean problem. According to the chairman of the Indonesian interparliamentary 
board, Mr Sukardi, it will take a long time to settle the Kampuchean issue because the 
demand for the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops is always linked with the involvement of 
China while the Kampucheans want the troops to leave their land as soon as possible. 


Meanwhile, the Yugoslav parliamentary delegation paid a courtesy call yesterday on the 
Jakarta governor, Mr Suprapto. On the occasion, the governor briefed his guests on 
development programs and administration system in Jakarta. 


Mokhtar on 'PRC Threat' 
BK261629 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 1500 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja has said that Vietnam's action to occupy 
Kampuchea is a waste of energy, time, and tunds, and is indirectly weakening its own 
national resilience. The minister said this to the press in Jakarta today following his 
meeting with a Yugoslav parliamentary delegation. He said that if Vietnam saw a PKC 
threat, it should enhance its national resilience through economic development. With the 
war in Kampuchea, the Vietnamese economic development was neglected. On the other hand, 
the PRC was becoming stronger because it was actively developing its economy. 


Foreign Minister Mokhtar and ti.e Yugoslav parliamentary delegation discussed efforts to 
settle the Kampuchean issue, which still needs some time for all interested parties to 
come to the negotiating table. 

REPORTAGE ON PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO PAKISTAN 


For coverage of Prime Ministe. Jatuk Sri Mahathir bin Mohamed's 22-26 March visit t 
Pakistan, including a report on a joint communique, see the Pakistan section of the 


27 March South Asia DAILY REPORT. 


IV. 28 Mar 84 PHILIPPINES P 1 


MARCOS LAUNCHES RULING PARTY ELECTION DRIVE 


HK280115 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Excerpt ] First in the news, President Marcos last night rallied the people to support 
the KBL [Kilusang Bagong Lipunan] candidates in the coming May 14 Batasan elections. 

He sought another people's mandate at a huge rally attended by some 1 million people at 
Rizal Park. The president called on the people to reject the opposition candidates, 
which he said have no real Filipino ideology and have no positive platform of government 
which could benefit the people. 


In an impassioned speech at the more than 3-hour meeting, President Marcos enumerated 
the achievements and performance of the KBL administration and assailed the opposition 
for its anomalies and poor performance when it was in power. The president also 
accused the past administration of former President Macapagal of abetting the communist 
rebellion. 


In stressing the principles of the KBL, President Marcos said the election is not only 
a matter of choosing Batasan members but also of deciding the form of effective govern- 
ment and approaches to solve the country's problems. The president likewise assailed 
the opposition for trying to stop foreign assistance. He said that was an act aga nst 
the Filipino people's welfare. 


The first lady, Mrs Imelda Romualdez Marcos, also spoke at the Rizal Park rally and 
declined the overwhelming public clamor for her to seek reelection to the Batasan 
Pambansa. Instead, she said that by rising above partisan politics, she will be in the 
forefront of a movement of self-reliance to maximize the potential of every Filipino. 
The first lady stressed in her speech that her farewell to electoral politics was not 
a (?relaxation) of her service to the people. 


Alternating her speech in English and Pilipino, the first lady also said that by 
declining the people's draft, she was not shirking responsibilities. She chastised her 
critics, whom she said would use her candidacy, had she decided to join the electoral 
contest, to destroy not only her good name but the honor of the country before the 
international community as well, 


tar 


Imelda Marcos ‘Not To Run' 


OW271247 Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 1100 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] The KBL's [Kilusang Bagong Lipunan] 21 Metro Manila bets for the 14 May polls 
were officially announced then proclaimed in a mammoth rally called the people's 
assembly at Rizal Park this afternoon. Despite insistent calls from many sectors, 
the first lady rejected the move to draft her into the Metro Manila ticket. Edwin 
Vargas has the details. 


[Begin recording] [video shows rally scene] [Vargas] In a rousing rally that drew 
a mammoth crowd at Rizal Park, the KBL official candidates in Metro Manila were 
proclaimed, as the official campaign for the 14 May Batasan elections started today, 
to end on 21 May. 


The candidates' named were, for Manila: Arturo Tolentino, (Gerry) Espina, Ramon 
Bagatsing, (Felicicio) Cabigao, James Barbers, and Roberto Sese; 

For Quezon City: Ismael Mathay, Jr., (Estalis) Alinea, Ricardo Puno, and (Rogelio) 
Quiambao; 

Pasig Marikina: (Dino) Fernando and (Danny) Floro; 
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Mandaluyong San Juan: Ronaldo Zamora; 

Pasay City: (Johnny) Benitez; 

Caloocan: Alejandro Fider and Tommy Teodoro; 

Makati: Roberto Gaite; 

Muntinlupa-Taguig Pateros: Renaldo Cayetano; 

Las Pinas Peranaque: J. (Roleo) Golez; and 
Navotas-Malabon: Jesus Tanchanco and Efren Bautista. 


In her remarks, Mrs Marcos declined to be included in the KBL ticket despite strong 
pressure from the people, which was very evident during the big rally. 


[Imelda Marcos] Today I pledge to you a life of never-ending giving, a work of 
never-ending service and a heart of a never-ending loving. And if God wills, in 
spirit I will love you and serve you beyond my grave. Beloved countrymen, I now 
renounce the candidacy so I may be free to give my all to a great country, the 
Philippines, and a beautiful race, the Filipino people. [applause] 


President Marcos, as KBL's titular head, proclaimed the KBL Manila bids, which was 
described as a powerhouse ticket. The mammoth crowd had gathered as early as 1400 
this afternoon with the formal rally getting under way by 1600 and went on for almost 
3 hours. [end recording] 


ATOM CALLS FOR 'HARDER LINE' TOWARD ELECTIONS 


HK271527 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Mar 84 pp 1, 6 
[Article by D.M. Siytangco: "ATOM Calls for Full Boycott"] 


[Text] The August Twenty-One Movement (ATOM) called yesterday for a harder line 
towards the May 14 elections. In a meeting yesterday afternoon on the arrival from 
abroad of its chairman, Agapito "Butz" Aquino, brother of slain Senator Benigno 
Aquino, Jr., ATOM moved for the boycott of the May electiuvns, including the new 
registration of voters. 


ATOM had previously called on the people to either boycott the registration and 
election or register but not vote or register and write "resign" on the ballot. ATOM 
Chairman Butz said reports of widespread frauds during the March 24 "registration" 
made ATOM change its stand. 


Aquino came from a two-week tour of the United States, Canada and Japan. He went to 
these countries, he said, to "learn who our friends are." He said he talked to bankers, 
businessmen, politicians, Filipinos living abroad, and found that although the American 
public share the sentiments of the Filipinos for a return to freedom and democracy, 

some U.S. State Department officials put self-interests and other considerations 

above basic values. 


He and the Aquino family will meet today to thresh out whatever differences they have at 
present. While Butz is now for complete boycott, Aquino's widow Cory is still for 
participation as a peaceful means to change the government setup. 


LABOR FEDERATIONS, UNIONS FORM COALITION 
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[Text] Thirteen labor federations and independent unions led by the Kilusang Mayo 
Uno (KMU) and the Trade Union of the Philippines and Allied Services (TUPAS) have 
formed the Pambansang Koalisyon ng Manggagawa Laban sa Kahirapan (PKMK), a 
coalition for workers' rights and protection. 
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More labor movements have reportedly signified intention to join the new coalition 
which has committed to carry out labor's struggle for higher wages, job security, 
humane working conditions, and protection of workers' democratic rights. The PKMK wil] 
formally announce its launching today. It will hold a big rally in Plaza Miranda or 


\pril 8 wnich, it said, is the immediate response of the coalition to the present situ- 
ation of striking workers. 


In another development, the KMU said yesterday that open defiance of labor policies and 
programs, including the boycott of elections, will be resorted to unless the government 
the demands of striking workers. Commenting on the recent arrest of union 
leaders of striking workers of Meralco and Milky Way Manufacturing Corp. in Caloocan 

itv, the KMU accused the government of trying to suppress the right to strike “to favor 
big local and foreign capitalists." 


a 
’ 
o 
U 
4 
fan 


HK2S50119 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 27 Mar 84 


| . : hI yr | 
otation commenlCary j 


(lext] The National Citizens Movement for Free Elections, or Namfrel, is supposed to be 
ii ar f the Commission on Elections [Comelec] for the conduct of fair, clean, and free 
electi [ts nonpartisan activities sanctioned by the Comelec cover the new repgistra- 
tion of all voters, the political campaign, and the actual elections on May 14. 


However, Namfrel's bannered charges of alleged rampant illegal registrations of flying 
cers and other anomalies seem to be out of hand. Namfrel officials appear eager to 
make headlines out of any adverse reports, without any effort to verify them first. 
Namfrel claims surely make good copy for the media, but they are a discredit to the 
Comelec. The poll body is the agency responsible for the conduct of the election pro- 


t 
ess. So as things look, the Comelec is being put into a bad light and its credibility 
put to question by the Namfrel reports. 
\ny poll irregularity reflects on the poll body, which is mandated to keep the regis- 
t id elections free, honest, and orderly. One thing appears certain: Namfre] 


ets the publicity at the expense of Comelec. If Namfrel's purpose is to help ensure 
clean, and orderly conduct of the registration, then it should function properly 
is an arm of the Comelec. This means reporting first to Comelec all the irregularities. 
he poll body will then release the details to the media, with due credit to Namfrel. 
Such a ve will enbance the integrity and the credibility of both the Comelec and 


Namfrel as guardians of the democratic process. 
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fext}] PC-INP [Philippine Constabulary-Integrated National Police] Chief General Fide 
rdered all troops and policemen to observe strict neutrality and impartial- 
t i Hie polls. Ramos issued the order during his visit to the Nueva Ecija 
‘C-INP Command in Canabatuan city this moming. During the visit, Ramos reiterated the 
resident's directive for the military and police to remain neutral and impartial in 
all action etore, during, and after the elections. Gen Ramos tound the situation in 
Region 3 conducive to the holding of peaceful and orderly elections. Ramos capped his 
isit bv awarding medals to 18 deserving personnel at the command for outstanding feats 


in the peace iid order drive. 
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